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|| To the high and ex« 


cellent Princeſs the Lady 


Elizabeth her Grace, Daugh- 
rer to the High and M ghty 
King of Great Bri:ain, and 

Wite to the Viuſtrious 


Prince, the Count 


Palatine of the 
Rhine; ' 


D. L, witheth all Grace 
and proſperity here, 
and glory in the 
World 'to come, 
MZ Worthy and = 

nowned Princeſſe, 1 
beins troubled and weatied | 
with fear , leſt my children | 


ſhoula not _—_ the right | 
A 2 way | 


_— 


| 
No 


wel 


The Epiſtle 

way to Heaven, thought 
with my ſelfe, that I conld 
doe no leſſe for them, than 
every man will doe for hu 
| fricnd, which was to write 
them the right way that 7 
had truely obſerved oat of 
' the Written Word of God, 


' left for want of warning , 


| they might fall where 1 
ftambled, ind then 1 ! ſhewld | 


think my ſelfe in the fault, 
| who knew there were ſuch 
dewnfals in the world, that 
| they conld hardly climbe 


the Hill to Heaven with- 
 onthelpe, and yet had not 
told them thereof, Where- 
| fore 1 write them the right 
| and ready way 10 Heaven, 


wel el) 
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| Dedicatory. 
_ wirranted by th! Seri. 
prtnres of ihz Old and New | 
Teſtament, mwv4t.h is the 
true Word of God, and .0'd 
them bow many falſe paths 
they ſhould finde, how they 
ſhouid finde them , anal whit 
care they ſhould have to 
ſhun them : if they took a 
falſe wiy,what 4 trouble they. 
ſhou!d have in turning «- 
gin, wt diner if they 
\ went 01, 4nd of many doub:s 
which the World would 
' make without a cauſe, anl | 
how (ilent it woull4 b2 13 | 
danger, Thus when I had 
written nnto them of theſe 
things I w4s at much peace, 
quiet, and contentment, 

| B 3 _ But 
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" But as nocontentm?nt in 
:he World continueth long : 
fo ſuddenly there aroſe a 
*| new care in my mind”, how | 
i this Scroule ſhould be ke pt | 
ES | for my children, for they | 
| ' were 100 young to receive 
| tt, wy ſelf too oldts keep it, | 
, men 100 wiſe to direkt it, 
' the weirld too wicked 10 81% 
| | dure it, Then in great | 
griefe I locked up 10 Hea- 
ven, from whence 1 know | 
\ cometh all comfort ; and 
 lookizg up, I ſaw a moſl ax-| | 
| gelicall throne of Prizcely| | 
bl — and pecreleſſe Prin-!| | 
5 Y F Prep pared for Heaven, ' | 
_ t by the , *Þpointment 
3 of God were here ts comfort | 
a | £5 © 
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is 7a the earth : This I pers | 
ezved that this TH 9D? 
ws te jay of th: 44 | 
the Mi red: 4 ; 41 the | 
higheſt bloud had the lows | 
eft mindes then I ſaw Hu- 
mility lookizve downward , 
while the ſwe-t (tips of her | 
veriue grew ward : then, 
even then, Pr; ncely Lady, 1 
beheld your milde and c017- 


| feOUS CONMendnce: worcy 
[ſbewed, your heart was bent 
'to do cood to all, Where- 
fore without fear, and, 
w; ith much ſaith, 1 adven-| 
tured ts make your Grace 
| the Protedtreſſe of this my 
Book, knowing that if you' 
would but ſafer Jour name. 
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| 80 be ſeen in it, Wiſdome | | 
| world allow of it, ana 4.l the | 


——  — 


' could not blow it away. The | 
Lord multiply his lgraces 
more a-d more 03 you, and 
wvonch ſafe unto you 4 nume- 
rous poſterity: in whom your 
Grace may receive much| 
Joy and comfort, and Goas | | 
Church and true Religion, | 
| continuall defence and pro- 
pagation, 


| wicked winde in the world | 


—— 


Your Graces in 


all humble and 
obſervant duty, 
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To my beloved Sons, 
| GrorGe, Joun, and 
William Le1Gcn, 


all things pertaining to 
Tiie and godlinelle, 


1 Children, GOD having ta- 
hen your Father out of this vale | 
| of tears to his everla{ ting mercy 
i in Chriſt ; my ſelfe net only knowing u hat 

'a care he had in his life time , that you 

| ſhould be brought up godlily .! ut alſo at his 
| death being charged in his Will, by the love 
bw” duty which 1 bare him to for you well 

inſtruied and brought up in knowlevge :.1 
could not chooſe but ſeek ( according as I was | 
| AZ in) 
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gl {:n duiy bound) to fuft! bis will in all things, 


is: firi.v no greater comfort in the world 
ih:n i ſcerou grow ingodlineſſe, that ſoyeu 
mioLt meet your Fath:r in Heaven where I 
av: ſure he 15: my ſelf being a witneſſe of 
Lis faila in Chriſt, A:d ſeeing my ſelf 
£97; out of the I/orld, ard you but com- 
(ing in, 1 know n:t tow to performe this 
duty jo well, a; ts leave you theſe few 
_ which will ſn:w you as well the great 
- fire yur Father bad,buth cf jeur (firitual 
i iemporell poid, es the care 1 bad to 
fair] his will in this : krow'ng it was the 
taft duty T ſhould performe unto him. But 
oben Thad written iheſ- 1hinvs unto you, 
and bad (as T thowpht ) "thing falfilled 
your Fathers requef, yt Ic weld 1 ſee to. 
1 th Purpoſe it (Doauid terd, unleſſe it were 
ent abroad tt y2u : for ſhould it ve left aith 
ihe «dei? it is [thely the y-ungeſt ſhould have 
l2 t {ti tle ; art i tt, I/ herefore fetting aſade 
all fear, IT have adventured to (hew my | 
imperſections to the view of the IVorld,nct 
re ardiry 


2 toher three Sons, 
"YO 


OO —— 
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bl S_ | 

' regarding what Cin/ure for this ſha! be | 

| | ldidupon me, fo that berein 1 may {ew | 
my felfe a lovinz Mother, and a eutiful | 


' 


' 


| Wife. And thus 1 !. ave you ty the pro- | 
F teclion of him that made you, ad reſt till 
. | death | 
; 
F 
' 


( 
Your feartu]]}, laithfull, and| 
Caretu]] Mother, 


A. | Counſeli to my Chilaren, 


pe CET 
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Y Sons. the readers of this book, 

M | do you not Intreat 

To bear with each miſplaced word : 

| for why? wy pain's as great 

To write this little book to you 
(the world may think indeed) 

As it will be at any time 
for you the ſame to read, 


But this I much and ofr deſire, 
| that you would do for me, 
To gather honey of each flower, 
| asdorth the Jlab*rous Bee. 
She Jooks notwho did place the plant, 
{ nor how the flower did grow ; 
Whether ſo ftately up aloft, 


1 


or neer the ground below. 
| But | 
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Connſell to my Childres, 


But where ſhe finds it there ſhe works, 
and gets the wholeſome food, 
And bears it home, and layes it up, 
to do her Country good : 
And for to ſerve her «lf at need, 
when Winter doth begin, 
When ftorm and tempeſt is without, | 
then (he doth find within, | 
A ſweet and pleaſant wholeſome food? |. 
a houſe to keep her warme, 
A place where ſoltly ſhe may reſt, 
and be kept from all harme; 
Except the Bee that idle is, 
and ſeeks too ſoon for reſt, + 
Before ſhe filled hath her houſe, 
whereby her flate is bleſt. . 
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And then as ſhe did ret too ſoon, 
too ſoon ſhe forrow knowes; + | :* | 
When ſtorms and temp*ſts are without |] 


then ſhe her ſ{elt belbrowes ; | 
She | 
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lf | C ounſell to to my Childres. 
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'$ She looketh out and ſeeth death & 1| 
| ready her to devyvur, 
' Then doth ſhe with thar ſhc bed got | 
h more of the wholi;ome fYow'r. | 


| For why? within her ſtore is ſpent 
before the Winte:'s pat, 
| And ſhe by no means can endure 
the ftormy winters b)aft. 
Shelooketh out and {ſeeth death, | 
and findes no Icf!e within : | 
Then too too late for to repent, | 
you fee ſhe doth begin, | 


Therefore ſee you no: idle ve, 
this I would have you know. 
Be ſure ſtill chat the ground be goud, 
waereon the plant coth grow. 
Then gather well and loſe no time, 
take heed, now you do ſee; _ 
Leſt you be unprovided found, 
as was the idle Bee, 
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CHAP. rn. 


| 
| | The occaſion of writing this Book, 
| was the conſideration of the care 
of Parents for their children. 
| 


Y Children, when I did 

cruely weigh , rightly 
' confider, and likewiſe perteCt- 

| | ly ſee the great care, labour, 
. travell, and continuall ftudy, 
which parents take to enrich 


. theic Children; ſome wearing 
f their 


; — 


| 
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| their bod:45 W tn [abour,fome 
| braking their ſl-eps wich 
| care, fone fparing from thetr 
own beliics, and many ha- 
 zarding their {oules, ſome by 
| bribery, lome by ſimony, O= 
| thers by perjury, and a moalt}- 
| tude by uſiiry 1 Co! "ne ſtealing 
| on tne Sca, others begging by 
Land, portions from every 
| poor man , not caring if the 
| wholeCommon-wealth be im- 
| poverithed,fo their children be 
; enriched : for themſelves, they 
, can be content with meat , 
| drinke and cloth, ſo that their 
| children by their means may 


| be made rich; alwayes abuſing | 


| this portion of Scripture, Fle 
bs that provideth not ſor bis own Fa- 
 mily is worſe then an Infidel! : e- 
| ver ſeeking for the temporall 
; things of chis world, and for- 
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| getting thoſe things which be 


' eternall. When I conſ{idercd 


theſe things, Ifay, I thought, 


' Food (being not defirous t© 
| Inrich you with tranhtory 
| goods ) to exhort and deſire 
you to follow the counſell of 
-  Chritt: Firſt ſee, the Kingdome 
k | of God and his Righteoufneſſe, and 
; then alljtheſe thizgs (bail be admi« 
niſtred unite you. 
! 
CHAP. 2. 
The firſt cau'e of writing 8 4 Ms 
| therly affetiion. 
| Lc leit you ſhould mar- 
vell, my children, why I 
' dv not according to the u{ual] 


cuſtome of Women, cxhort | 


you by words and admoniti- 
ons rather then by writing 3 a 
thing ſo unuſuall among us, 

| andeſpecially in ſuch a time 
/ when 


} 


| 


7 
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when there be ſo many gudly 


| Books in the world that they 


— —— 


” 
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could in (one Mens ſtates 
while their maſters are ward 
becauſe they will not m ditate 
upon them; as mz3ny men:* 
garments moth-cat in their 
Cheſt, while their Chriſtian 
brethren quake with cold in 
the ſtreet for want of covering: 
know thrrefore that it was 
the Motherly affection that I 
bare unto yo1 ell; which 
made me now (as it often hath 
done heretot -re ) forget my 
ſeit in regard of you, neither 
care I what you or any hl! 


| thinke of me, if among many 


De — —— ——_ 


words I may write but onc 
(entence, which may make you 


Il-bour for the (piritua]l food | 
of the ſoul, which muſt be 


gathercd- every day vur of the 


Word | | 
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| Word, as the children of I | 


1 ſpirituall Manxa out of the 


———_— 


BS2 $8190, 


me 


rael gathered Manna in the 
Wildernefle. By the which you 
may ſee It is a labour : but 
what labour? A pleaſant la- 
boor, a profitable labour : a 
labour without the which 
the (ou] cannot live.For as the 
Children of Iſfrac] muſt needs 
(karve, except they gathered 
every day in the Wilderneſſe 
and ted of it : ſo muſt your 
ſouls, except you gather the 


Word every 'day, and feed of 
it continually : foras they by 
that Manna comforted their 


hearts, ſftrengchned their bo- 
dies, and preſerved their lives.z 


ſoby this heavenly Word of| 
God, you ſhall comfort your 
ſouls, make chem ſtrong in 
faith, and grow in true godli- 

nefle ; 
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 neſs:and finally,preſerve them 
with great joy, to everlaſting 
life, through faith in Chriſt : 
whereas,it you defire ay food 
tor your ſouls that is not In 
the written Word of God, 


| * -. - ® 
your ſouls die with it,even in 


your hearts and mouthes;even 
as they that defired other food, 
died with it in their mouths, 
were it never fo dainty,ſo ſhall 
you, and there is no recovery 
for you. 


CHAP. 3. 

The beſt labour is for the food of the 
ſoul. | 

H my children, is not 
| this a comfortable la- 
bour ? Our Saviour Chrift 
faith, Labour not for the meat that 
periſbeth, but for the meat that en- 


dureth to everlaſting life : and yet 
] 


| 


\ | 
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|  ſceand fear you (hall tee, how | 
many there be that crofle 
Chriſtin theſe words, nay, 
rather crofle themſelves : tor) 
| contrary to our bleſſed Savi-| 
ours counſell, they labour for 
che meat that periſheth , and} 
in the mean time they loſe 
the tood of everlaſting Life, 
This (my beloved ſonnes,and: 
dear children) isthe cauſe that | 
maketh me io much ro fear 
youu, and thoſe who hereafter 
(hall come of you, becauſe 1 
'ce 10 many thac regard not 
che words of our Saviour 


| 


Chriſt, who came from the 
high Throne of G OD, and 
preached to us,and prayed for 


us, and took our fleſh upon 
him, and kept us without fin ; 
ictuling no company, healing 
every ficknefle and difcaſe, fed 


che! 
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' the hungry , gave pardon to 


every ſinner that would but 


askeic, dyed for us, er.dured 
che pains of hell for us; yea, 


more then this, even in our 
own fleſh he overcame finne, 
death and hell; yea more then 


this, alſo he carryed our fleſh 
into heaven, in the fight of 


many, and there keeps it, and 
is become a Mediator for us 
init ; hejoyned himſelf to us 
in our fl*fh, as it is written, He 
took our fl-ſÞ upon him: He taught 
as to Joyn our fl:th unto him 
by faith, that where he ;5. 
there we might be with him allo : 
and if we will not follow him 
that hath done all this for 
us, and much more than I 
can write or declare, how 
unthankfull ſhall we ſhew our 


—_ 


(elves ? 
| My h 
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My dear children,have ! not , 
t| | cauſe to fear > The holy Ghoſt | 
{ſaith by the Prophet,Cang mo- | Eſa 49, 
| ther forget the child of her womb 2 15. 
Wl | As if he ſhould fay,ls icpoſſible | 


- +] | that (he which hath carried her | 
t child within her, ſo nccc her, | 
| 


| [and brought ic forth into the 
of] | World with fo much bitter | 
pain,ſo many groans and cries, 
as! [can forget it? Nay, rather, 
as] | will the not Iabour now til] 
17e] | Chriſtbe formed in it? Will 
ht] |} (the notbleſſe it every time it 
M{ {ſucks on her breſt, when (he 
# | | feels thebloud come from her 
0:1] | heart to nouriſhic? Will ſhe 
m} | not inſtru it in the youth, 
or] {and admonith it in the age,and 
| I} v pray forit continually? Will 
W | | the not be afraid that the child 
ur} { which ſhe indured ſuch pain 
for, ſhould indure endlefle pain 


uy If Y B in | 


hen —_ 
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in Hell? Could St. Paul ley |. 
anto the Galatians, that were | | 1 
\ but ſtrangers to him concern- | 
ing the tleſh only, he had ſpent || 
{ſome time amongſt them, to 
bring them to the profellion of |] 
' the truth, from which he fea- 
' red they would fall?And could |, 
he,l ſay, write unto them, My | 
little chilaren, of whom I do travel} 
again in birth, untill Chriſt be for- 
| medinyou ? And cati any man |], 


| 
h 
t 
. blamea mother ( who indeed || 
Y 
k 


| brought forth her child with 

much pain, though ſhe labour | 
| again till Chriſt be formed in | |, 
Rom, them? Could Sc. Pau! with him- | | 
9.3 ſelf ſeparated from Godtor his | , 
Brethrens ſ>kc ? Anc will not | |, 
a Votker venture to offend the| ;' 
world for her Childrens ſake? |1 } 
Thereſore let no man blame a 


————_—— _ <—_ 
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exceed in wricing to her Cuil- 


| dren, {inceevery man knows 


that the love ot a m »ther ro 


| her childcer:,is hardlv» cotain- | 
| ed within thc bounds of rea- | 
ſon. Neither muſt you wy {ons | 


when you come to b: ot judg- 
ment, blame me for wri- 
ting to you, fince Nature tel- 
leth me, that I cant ot long be 


| here to ſpeak unto you, and | 
this my minde will continue 


longafter me in writing ; and 
yet not my minde,but | ſeek to 
put you in minde ofthe words 
of our Saviour Chriſt, which 
ſaith, Lab-ur not for the meat that 


| | >riſheth,&c. where you ſce that 
| the food of the ſoul is to be 
 gotren b31ab::ur. Why ſtand you 
| here 2 (ſaith Chriſt) Here is no 


tine to be idle; they that will 


reſi with Chriſt in heaven,muft 


B 2 Izbour 


| 


] 


| 


— 
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inthe Lora,for they reſt from their | 
labour. Thus you (ee,ifyou will 
go to the place which Chriſt | 
hath bought for you, you muſt | 
Jabcur to follow Chriſt ; he 
1:iboured to pet it for you, or | 
«fe all your Jabour would | 
| have been as nothing:and now | 


puck muft labour to lay hold 
| ON him,or «ſe all your labour 


þ 


will be worth nothing. Many 
there be that labour the clean 


— — 


labour to follow him here on | 


Rev, 14, Earth. bL:fſed are the dead that vl 


contrary way ; for they leave. 


Chriſt.and take hold ot tradi- 
tions;and a number loyter,and 


| by that means never get hold 


on Chriſt. And this is the cauſe! 
why 1 wricennto you,that you 
might never fly from him with |; 
the one, nor yet Joyter with | 
the other ; but that you might 


P WI—_ 


<— 


learn | 
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n| learn toiollow him, : and ro 
e| ':take hold of him In the writ- 
ten Word of God, where you 
I | {hall finde him (as Chriſt him- 
| ſeit witnetſerh ) and no where 
elſe. Search the Scriptures ((aith | 
he ) for they teffifie of me. labour | 
therefore that you may come 
unto Chit. 
CHAP. 4. 
T be ſecond cauſe is, to tir them "p_ 
to write, 

HE ſ:cond cauſe,my ſons, 

why 1 write unto you, 
(for you may think that had 1 
had but one cauſe, | would not | 
have changed the uſuall order | 
| of women) is needtull to be, 
known, and may do much 
good For where I ſaw the great | 
mercy of Gud toward you, in 
making ycu men, and placing 
you amongſt the wiſe; where 


—_— 
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you may learn thetrue written S 
| w::rd of God, which is the .| 
| path way to all happineſs,and | | 
| which will bring you to the _| 
chie! Ciry new feruſalem; and 
[the ſeven liberall Sciences , 
| whereby you ſhall have at leaſt 
a ſuperticial fight in al things,] | 
thoughtir fit to give you good 
| exatple , and by writing to | 
; Intreac yon, that when it ſhall. 
| pleaſe God to give both vertue | 
and grace with your learning, | 
he having made you men, that 
you may wiite and ſpeak the 
word ot God without offend- 
ing, any,that then you would 
' remember to write a book. un. 
, to your children, of the right 
and true way to happineſſe, 
which may remain with then) 
and theirs for ever. 


| 
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' The third cau'? is, to mwve women 
to be carefu./ of their Children, 
HE third is, to encourage 
Women.( who, I tear, will 
bluſh at my boldnefſe ) nor to 
| be albamed to ſhew their infir- 
mities,but to give men the firſt 
and chief place : yct let us 12- 
bour to come in the fecon( : 
and becauſe we muſt needs con» 
fefſe that ſin entred by us into 
our poſterity; }ct us ſhew how 
carclull we are to (eck to: 
; Chriſt, to caſt ic ou; of us,and 
our poſterity ;ind how fecartull 
weare {vat our {in (ſhould fink | | 


14 
Mi CHAD. 5. | 
| 


— — 


; any of them tothe lowelt pare . 


| of the cart; whereforelet us: 
call npon them to follow! 
Chriſt, who will carry them to} 
the height oi heaven. 


| CHAP. 


I A A Es A I TA A tes 


© BO 


—— 
| —  —  —— ——— — — — —  — ———— Q_— 


. | a needle. S. Fames ſzith, Io beto 


The MOTHERS 
| # HR A P. 6. 
The fourth cauſe 4, to arme them 
opainſt poverty. 
Fx"HRE lourth cauſe is, to de- 
| & y ou that you will ne- 
ver fear poverty, but alwayes 
know It is the ſlate of the chil- 
dren of God to be poor in the 
world.Chrift ſaith, Te ſhal have 
the poor With you alwayes. It may 
be, hehath appointed you or 
yours to be of this poor num- 
ber. Do not firive againſt 
Chriſt, 1 is as hard((aith he)for 
d richman to enter into heat n, as 
for a Camel togo through the eye of 


| you that are rich S. Paul (at b,The 


. defire of money is the rout of all evil]. 
| Which it it be true, as it is nor | 


| to be duubred of, and you fear 
poverty,then it duth neceſſari- 
ly follow, that you will delire 


| the | 
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money, and ſo become goou 


| che root of all evill, which 1s | 


| 


for nothing. The fear of pover- | 
ty maketh men run into a 


thouſand fins; which nothing 
elſe could draw them to : for 
many fearing the cold Rornes | 
of poverty , which never laſt | 


long, run on to the hot fire of | 


dell, which never hath an end. 
This mitter requireth many 
words, for it is hard to per: 
{uade the nature of man from 
the fear of poverty, wherefore 
[ will ſpeak more of that afrer- 
wards:only I now ſaytear not 
to be poor with Lazarus, but 
tear a thouſand times to be 
rich witch Dives. 
GHAP. 7. 

| The fifth cauſe is, not to ſear death 

HEffth caule is, tO __ 

you never tO fear death, 


B 5 for | 


17 


'' 18 


The MotrnueRs 


1 Marth, 
IG, 20s 


—_— 


_—— 


ſhall ole it, and be that will loſe his 


 artlike to feel when God (hall 


tor the fear ot death hath made 
many to deny the known 
truth, and ſo have brought a 
heavy judgment of God upon 
themſelves. A great reaſon why 
you (hould not fear death, is, 
becauſe you can by no means 
{han it, you muſt needs endure 
it: and therefore it is meet that 
you (ſhould be alwayes prepa- 
red for it,and never fear it, He 
that will [ave his life, ſaith Chriſt, 


life for my ſake and the Goſpels,ſhall 
find it. Do not fear the pains of 
death, in what ſhape ſoever he 
comes : for perhaps thou ſhalt 
have more-pains upon thy bed, 
and be worſe. provided to 
bearthem, by reaſon of ſome 
grievous lickneſfke, then thou 


call thee forth to witnelle his 
ruth. 


—— 
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| rruth. The only way not to fear | 


| death,is always to be provided | 


to die. And that thou mayeſt | | 
alwayes be provided to die, | | 
thou muſt be continually | 
ſtrengchening thy faith with | 
the promiſes of the Goſpell,as 
He that liveth and believeth , ſhall Joki un; 
not die,and though hs were dead yet | 15 16, 
ſhall he live. Meditate in the Lay of | p; , _ 
the Lord |day and night ( as the | 
Plalmift ſaith ) and then thou 
ſhalc be fir co bring forth fraic 
in dae ſcaſon : then {halt thou 
| be fit to ferve God, thy King, 
'and Country,both1 in Ar life, 
|and in thy death, and alwayes | 
| ſhale (hew- thy ſelte a good: | 
member of Jeſus Chriſt,a faith- 
fall ſubje& to thy Prince, and 
provduanc ht to governe in the 
Chriſtian Common=>wealth , 
and chen thou maiſt taithfully 
and | 


CE OG 


and truly fay, J/hetberTliveor 
| die, I amthe Lords. But without 
continuall meditation of the 
word,this cannot be done. And 
this was one of the chief cauſes 
why I write unto you, to tell 
you that you muſt meditate in 
the word of God; for many 
read it, and are neyer the bet- 
ter,for want of meditation. Tf 
ye hear the Word and read it 
withcut meditating thereon, it 
doth the ſoul no more good, 
then meatand drink doth to 
the body, being ſeen and felt, 
and never {ed upon : for as the 
body will die, although it ſee 
meat; even {o will the foul, for 
all the h-aringand reading of 
the Word, it that ye do not 
meditate upon it, and gather 
faich,and ſtengthen it, and ger 
hold of Chriſzwhich it ye do, 
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Chriſt will bring you to the | 
| Kingdome of his Fatherz to 
which you can come by no 
means, but by faith in him. 
CHAP. 8. 
The ſixth cauſe is, toperſuade them 
to teach their Children. 
HE f1xth reaſon is, to in- 
treat and dehre you, and | 
in ſome ſort to command you, 
that all your Children, be they 
Males or Females, may in their 
youth learn to read rhe Bible 
in their own mother tongue : 
for Iknow it isa great heIp to 
true godlinefſe. And Jet none 
of you plead poverty againſt 
this; for I know that if you be | 
| neither covetour, prodigall, 


they come, that you need not | 


| the | 


nor idle, either of which (ins | 
will let no vertue grow where | 


fail in this - bur if you follow | 


me 
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| the Commandemenc of the 
; Lord,and Jabour fix days, and 
| | keepthe ſeventh holy to the 
Lord, and love him with all 
| 

| 


| your heart, ſoul and ftrengch, 
you will not only be willing, 
| but alſoable to ſee them all 
4 | brought up to read the Bible. 
(2 [| | Solomon that was wiſe, by the 
PE! Eccleſ. ſpirit of God,ſfaid, Remember thy 
| 12, Creator in the daye; of thy youth : 
| | | and yearealſo commanded tO | 
7 Deut, | write it upon the wals of your houſes 


—— — 


| 


WHY 11.79, | andto teach it your children: I know 
4+ G (faich God) that Abraham will 

, i teach bis children, and bis childrens 
| * ©* | children, towalke in my Comman- 
dements : alſo I further defire 
you,becauſe I wiſh all wel, and 
would be glad you ſhould do 
as much as - conld be in the 
Wildernefſe of che World,that 


if any ſhall at any time deſire 
Foul 


OS—O— od. 


—v 


| 


| Brn$s$1NG; 


you to be a witneſſe in the bap- | 
 tizing of their child, that then | 
| you ſhall defire the perſon ſo 
deſiring, to give you his faith- 
full word, that the child ſhall 
be caught to read, 1o ſoon as it 
can conveniently 'learn, and 
that it (hall ſo continue, till ic 
can read the Bible. It this will 
not begranted,you (hall refuſe 
to anſwer for the child, other- 
wiſe do not refuſe to be a wit- 
nefſe to any : for it is a good 
Chriſtian duty, Moreover, 
forget not, whether you an- 
(wer for the child or no, to 
pray that the child baptized 
may receive the holy Ghoit, 
with all other children of the | 
faithfull, eſpecially when you | 
are where a child is baptized; | 
for it is your duty to pray for | 
the increaſe of the Church of | 
_God. | 
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'r P1122, | God. Pray fer thepeace of Feruſa- 
| lem, (faith the PlalmiftNlet them 
1 | proſper that love thee. 
| The ſeventh cauſe is, that they ſhould 
give their Children good names. 
HE ſeventh cauſe is, to 
intreat you,that though I 
| donot live to bea witneſle to 
the baptizing of any of your 
children ; yet you would give 
meleaveto give names to them 
all. For though 1do not think 
any holineſs to be in the name, 
but know that God hath his 
in every place, and of every 
name ; yet I fee in the Bible, it 
was obſerved by God himſelf, 
to five choiſe- names to 
children,which had ſome good 
ſgnifcation. T'think it good | 
| therefore, to name your chil- 
dren, after the names of the 
Saints 
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* | Chriſt. The names I have cho- 
| ſen you are theſe, Philip, Eliza- 
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Saints of God, which may be | 
a means to put themin minde 
of ſome virtues, which thoſe 
Saints uſed ; cſp:icially when 
they thall rezd of them in the 
Bible:and ſeeing many are de- 
firous to name both their own 
children and others after their 

own names, this will be a | 
means to increaſe the names of 
the Szints in the Church, and 
ſo none ſhall have occafton to | 
miſlike his name. fince he bear. 
«th the name of ſuch a Saint, 
as hath leſt a witneſle to the 
world, that he lived anddyed 
in the true faith of Jeſus 


b:th, James, Anna, Jobn and 
Suſanna. The virtues of them 
that bore thoſe names, and the 


cauſes why I choſe them, I tet 
palle, ' 


nr 
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| paſſe, and only mean to write | n 

* The | ofthelaft name, * Sulanna, fa- ,| e' 
flory of mouſed through the world for \,| p 
\ 


Sulana | chaſtity;a vertue which always +} v 
though | hath been, and is of great ac- \| © 
it be not : 1 8 thei) « 
Canonj=; | EOUnt 3 not only among Che , 
= i\ c 
call, nor | Chriſtians and people of God, 1 { 
to be e= | but even among the Heathens || 1 
qualled | andInfidels; In ſo much that || « 
ry ' (omeof them have written, ,, || 
that are, | ata woman that is truely |||! 
3 - 
| yet it | chaft, is a great parcakerof all. 
may be | other virtues; and contrari- |. 


true and | wiſe, that, the woman that is . 


—_ nor truly chaſt, hath no vir- | | 
many o- | cue In her, The which ſaying | 


therfi- | may be well warranted by the | 
ſlories | Scripture, for who ſo is truely 
w/1:t | chaſt, is free trom idleneſſe and 
4 -_ from all vain delights, fall of || 
| * | humility, and all good Chri- | 
ſtian virtues; who ſo is chaſt,is | | 
| not glven to pride in apparell, » 
nor.' } 


— 


E fo _ = 
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M 


- | either reading, meditating or 


| which ſhe hath learned in the. 
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nor any vanity,but is alwayes 


praftiſing ſome good thing 


'| of men, more then for any 


'| heart that ſhe beareth unto 
God and his word, who ſaid, | 


Scripture. But ſhe that 15 an- 
chaſt, is given tobeidlez orit 
ſhe do any thing, it 1s for 
vain glory, and for the praiſe 


humble, loving and obedient 


ſix dayes ſhalt thou labour 3 and fo 
left no time for idleneſs, pride 
or vanity; for in none of theſe 
1s there any holinefſe. The un- 
chaſt woman is proud, and a]- 
wayes decking her ſelf with 
vanity , and delights to hear 
the vain words of men, in 
which there is not only vanity 
but alſo ſo much wickedneſle, 
that thejvain words of men,and 


Wos» 
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| Womans veinncls 11 hearing 
| them, have brought many wo- 
men to much ſorrow and vex- 
ation, as woeſull experience 
hath, and will make many of 
them confefle. 

But ſome will ſay, had they 
only lent an eare to their 
' words, they had done well e- 


nough, 
To anſwer which, I would 
haveevery one know,that one 
ſin begetteth another:Thevain 
words of the man, and the idle 
cares of the woman beget un- 
chat thoughts oftentimes in 
the one; which may bring 


| 
| 
| Gen, 3. , 


: 


forth much wickedneſsin them 


both. 

Man ſaid once, The woman 
which thou gaveſt me beguiled me, 
aud I dideat: But we women 
now may ſay, that men lie in 


waite | 


' 


= 
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'| wait every where to deceive | 
| us, as the Elders did dective 


. . . 
vertue, which being placed in 
a woman, is moſt commen-| 


_— 
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Suſanna. Wherefore let us be 
as (he was,chaſt, watchtull,and 
wary, keeping company with 
Maids. Once Fudas betrayed his 
Maſter with a kiſle, and repen- 
ted it; but now men like Ju-| 
da betray their Miſtrefſes with 
a kiſſe, andrepent it not, but 
laugh and rejoyce that they 
bave brought lin and ſhame to 
her that truſted in them. The 
only way to avoid all which 
is to be chaft with Suſanna,and 
being woman, to embrace that 


dable. 

Anunchaſt Woman deſtroy- 
eth both the body and the ſou] 
f him the ſeemeth moſt to 
love, and it is almoſt impoli- 


—_ 
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; ble to ſet down the mi(chiefs , 
which have come chrough un- 
. | chaſt women. Ss/omon ſaith,that 
her ſteps lead to hell. Wherefore 
| bring up your daughters as 
| Suſanna's parents brought up 
her:teach them the Law of the 
Lord continually, and alwayes 
perſwade them to embrace this 
vertue of Chaſticy, 

It may be thatſomeof you wil 
marvel], finceI ſet down names 
for the imitation of their ver- 
cues that bore thew,why I pla 
ced not Mary in the firſt place, 
a2 woman vertuous above all 
other women, My reaſon was 
this : becauſe I preſumed, chat 
there was no woman ſo ſenſles 
asnotto look what a bleſling 
God hath ſent to us women, 
through that gracious Virgin, 
by whom it pleaſed God, tv 


take 


i 
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take away the ſhame which 
» | Evah our Grand-mother had 
i- .ught to us: For before men 
| yr ſay, The woman begui- 
, and did eat the poylſo- 
!.._ _ Ht of diſobedience, and I 
«| dic... : now man may ſay,lt he 
lay *, . v, the woman brought 
me « >.v:0ur,and I feed on him 
by taith,and liv:. Here is this 
greatai:d woful! ſhame taken 
irom women,by God working 
ina woman : men claime no 
part init : the ſhameis taken 
from us, and {com our poſte- 
rity for ever. Thi ſzed of the 
woman hath taken down the |erpents 
head : and now, whoſoever can 


take hold of the ſeed of the 


| Woman by faith, ſhall fucely! 
live for ever. And therefore all 

enerations ſhall ſay, chat ſhe 
| was bleſſed, who brougat uns 


Gen, 1. 
19. 
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a Saviour, the fruit of obedi- 
ence, that whoſoever feedeth 
of, {hall live for ever : and ex- 
cept they feed of the ſeed of the 
Woman , they have no lite. 
Will not therefore all women 
| ſeek out this great grace 0j 
God, that by Mary hath taken 
away the ſhame which before 
was due unto us ever lince the 
fall of man ? 

Mary was filled with the holy 
Ghoſt,and with all goodneſs, 
and yet 1s called the biefſed 
Virgin : asif our God ſhould 
(as he doth indeed) in briet 
comprehend all other virtues 
under this one virtue of cha- 
| ſtity :whereſqre I defire that all 
women,what name ſoever they | | 
| bear, would learn of this blel- 
ſed Virgin, to be chaſt: for 
though ſhe were more reple- | 
| niſhe | 
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\nitke with grace then any 0-/ 
| ther,and more freely belovedof 
| the Lord, yet thegreateſt title 
tnat (he had, was, that (he was a | | 
| bletjed and pure V irgin:which | | 
(18a great Cauſe to move all wo- | 
| men, Whether they be Maids | 
| or Wives, (both which eſtates 
(he honoured) to Vive chaſtely; 
[to whom tor this cauſe Gud 
hath given a cold and ttmpe- | 
| rate diſpoftion, and bound | | 
them wich theſe words, Thy | 
deftre ſhall be ſuljed to thy .bus- | Gen, 3, 
band. As if God in mercy to | 15. 
women, ſhould ſay; You of 
| your ſelves ſhall have no de- } 
hres, only they (hal be ſubje& 
to your Husbands : which hath 
| been verified in Heathen wo- 
men fo, as it is almoſt incredi- | 
| ble to be beleeved: for many of 
them, before they would be | 
C— defiled) f 
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| their lives, and fo have endu- | 


' men could deviſe w infli |. 
| upon them, rather then they 
| would loſe che name of a mo- |/ 
' deft Maid, or a chaſt Matron, 
| Yea, and fo far they have been 
. trom conſenting to any Immo- 
; defty, that if at any time they 
| have been raviſhed, they have, 
either made away themſelves, . 
or at leaſt have ſeparated them- 
ſelves from company, nat: 
thinking themſelves worthy ; 
of any ſociety, after they have | 
once been deflowred, though; 
apainft their wils. Wherefore 
the woman that is infſeQ&ed 
with the fin of uncleannefle, i 
| worſe then a beaft, becauſe i 
| defireth but for nature, and (h& 
; to ſatizfic her corrupt luſts. 
| : Som 
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| 
' red all thoſe torments that | ? 
[ 
| 
| 


- 
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defiled, have been careleſle ot |! 


BLlEs$SS$SING. 


—— — 


33 


t | :*| fox a woman to be chaſ}, but | 
t |. | even ſo to behave her ſelf, tha / 


y |'/{ no man may thinsx,ordeem her 
>- | [to be unchaſt. We read that in 


t ||| - Some of the Fathers have, 
j- || written, that it is not enough | 


j 
! 
| 
| 


n... |the Primitive Church, when * 


-n |there Were Warres between the 
o- || Chriſtians and the Pepans, it 
ey |atany time the Pagans had got 
ve | victory, that then they would 
es, .| ſeeke to deflowre the Virgins ; 
m- |to the which ſin, before the 
ot] Chriſtians would yeeld, they 
hy | would continually lay violent 
ave | hands upon themſelves, in fo 
zgh4| much that the DoQors of the 
ore] Church were oftentimes con- 
Fedgl {trained to make divers Ser- 
e, i, mons and Orations to them, 
ſe it} to diſſwade them from that 
] (hed cruelty which they infli&ed 
. Þ upon them{elves, rather then 
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they would ſuffer themielves | 
tobe diflowred: (ſuch _— 
did they think it, to have but. 
| one ſpot of uncleanneſs; and | 
; yet none of theſe were fo holy | 
as this Mary, this pure and un- 
 dehiled Virgin. | 
Some Godly and reverend {| 
' men of the Church have gathe- 
red this, that there were five 
' women of preat vertue in the 
time of the Law : the firſt Let- 
ters of whoſe names do make_ 
her whole name : to ſhew that * 
the had al! their vertues wholy 
combined in her : as namely, 
Michal, Abigail , Rachel, Judith, 
and Anna. | 
' She was as fairhfull to her 
x Saw. Husband,as Michal, who ſaved? 
19, 13+ her Husband David from che. 
' fury of Saul, although he were” 
her Father,and her King, not 
pre-# | 
/ 


. 
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E |- refercing he er OWNn lifz, be ow 
the (ity of her Hasdands 
\anking Wiſeas Av WA: [ = 
(it 'phiy CMINTRC ned ow ar | 


| 

| 
| wild: 2me ; amiavie in the fight | Gyn 7 
(ot her Husband as k robel: tout | 97. 
and mignanimous in the time | 
of trouble, as Fudith ; patient |, «.,, 
and zcalous in prayer,as Ama. | to, £1 


Secing then, that by this one 
name many vertues are callc4 
to remembrance, I tbink it 
meet that good name S be given 
to a'l women, that they might | 
call ro minde the vertucs of / 
thoſe women, whole names | 
they bzar;bu: e ;peciaily above | 
| a1 !] other morall ver: yu: 8. ct | 
| Women be perſwaded by this 
aifcon (eto imbrace Chat SHE 
' without which, we are cer 
vealts, and no won, 


| 
| 
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; children; I tell you that I have | 
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CHAP. 


Reaſons of giving = names to 


Children. 
Fyc hall think mie too tedi- 
ous about the naming your 


ſome reaſons for it, and the. 


fi:{t is this, ro make them read 


in the Bible the chings which ' 


are written of thoſe Saints,and 
learn to imitate their vertues. 
Secondly, becauſe many have 


macica (rod of the Virgin Ma 
A £ 


Ty, the Oririure Warrallting 


9 


| helorecd unto us; 
/ ' ( _ 

'ced of the woman we are all 
lavid ) Ic was theretore ft I 


10 ſuck thing,and have prayed 
to her, (ih 


ugh there they (hal. 


inde that the was a vioman 


ye; ana a cumirt to all wo- 
m:n; for {thc han 


the re proact 


(houl« { | 


then away | 
which of right, 
and by the | 


— 
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| ſhould ſpeak largely of that | 
name. Thirdly, fecinz2 many | 
have heretofore. and now do | 
make images of Saints :to par | 

[ 


OO — 


% 


them in minde of the Saints, 

and fo by lite and Jircie, have | 
|at laſt worſhipped the workes 
of their own hands,for fear of 
torgetting the Saints, have tor. 
gotten the ſecond Coymmande- 
ment : I thought;ie bctrer to 
have you remember them by 
hearing their names, and by | 
| reading what they taught us in 
the Scripture, and how they 
lead their lives, then by look- | 


— _ — _ 


ing upon a painted piece of 
| paper, or acarved ftone. And 
| this by the way may be mar- 
{ yellcd at, that they which love 
to worſh'p Imzg:s, never love 
t name their children after the | 
names of the Saints; {oi if chey | 


| 
| C 4 had i 
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| had ſogone, by this time we | | 
lhould have had no other | $ 
names, but Maiithew, Marke, | 
Luke, Jobn,Timethy, and ſuca as | 
followedChritt taith{ully. The | 
Moſis and his mildneſſc would | 
be moretalked of; Samweland | 
his obedience wonld bt: more | 
| ſought after; Abraham and | * 
his faithfulnels would be more | 
followed. Laſtly, this I will | 
tell you, that there js no man | 
but will be aſhamed 40 do any | | 
thing which ſhall diſgrace the | | 
good name, after which heis| * 
called; as it one ſhculd ſay, Is | 
this a Mcſer?is this an Elias?and | 
' hath ſuch qualities as theſe ? | 
| CHAP. zn. 
i Chilgren to be taught betimes, and 
brought up gently. 
Am turther alſo to intreat | 
you that all your children | * 


' may | 
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| may be taught to read, begin- ( 
[ning at four years old, or be- 
|fore, and let them learn ol] 
ten,in which time they are not 
able to do any good in the 
Common- wealth, but to learn 
how to ſerve God, their King | 
and Country,by reading. And | 
[ de{tre, intreat, and earneſtly | 
beleech you, and every one of | 
you, that you will haye your | 


children brought up with 
much gentlenefs,and patience. 
What diſpoſition ſoever they 
be of, gentlenefſe will ſooneſt 
bring them to vertue : tor fro- 
| wardnefle and curſtnefle doth 
| harden the heart ot a child,and | 
; maketh him weary of vertae: | 
Among the froward thou (balr | 
learn trowardneſle : let them | 
| therefore be gently uſed, and | 
|alwayes kept from idle- 
C4 neſſe 
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nefle,and bring them up in the ; 
Schooles of learning, it you be | 
able and they fit for it. If they 
will not be Scholars, yet I 
hope they will be able, by | 
Gods grace, to read the Bible, 
the Law of God, and be * 


' 


brought to ſume good Veoca- | 


[ 


A 


tion or calling of life Solomon! þ 


ſaith, T each a chilge in bis youib, 
the trade of his life, and he will not 


forget it, nor depart from it when he| | 


is old.. 
CHAP. 12. 
Choice of Wives. 
Ow for your Wives, the 


VN Lord dire& you, for 1 F 
cannot tell you what is beſt to; * 
be done; Our Lord faith, Firſt * 
i ſeek the kingdome of God and hz | 


} 


| righteouſneſſe, and all things elſe 
| ſhall be miniſtred unto you. F irſt, 


| 


you muſt ſeek a godly wife, 


that/ 


| 


; 


: 
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be — 


| | 


that (he may be a help tO you 
in godlineſſe. For Gud {aid, 
It is not good for man to be alone : 
let him have a help meet for him. | 
And ſhe cannot be mext for | 
him, except {he be truely god-| 
ly: for God-counteth that the ; 
man is alone ſtill, it his wife be | 
not goodly : It I ſhould write 
unto you,how many the Scri- 
pture maketh mention of, that 
have been drawn to fin,becaule | 
they marryed ungodly wives, | 
it would be tedious for you to | 
read. 

The world was drowned 
becauſe. men marryed ungodly ! 
wives. Solomen who was not on- | 
ly thewiſeſt man. that ever was 
but was alſo mightily endued 
with the Spirit of God, by 
marrying Idolatrous women , 
tell (forthe time) co Idolatry. 
Never 


— 


| Gen 2. 
18, 


Gen, 6. 


% % 
1 King 
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Never think to ſtand, where 
| Solomon fell. I pray God that | +» 
neither you, nor any'of yours 
may at any time marry with 
any of thoſe, which hold ſuch 
fuperſtiticons, as they did, or 
| as ſome do now 34s namely.o | 

| pray -to Saints, to' pray. in | | 
| Latine, to-pray togo to Pur» | | 
gatory,8&c, Let not riches or | 
mony bring your poſterity to | 4 
this kind of Tradition. The 
beloved Apoſtle of Chrift faith 
Love not the word, nor the things| |: 
that arein the world:tor he knew | # 
; well that a little that a man | 
| loveth not, would ſuthce him;: 

' a ifttle with a. godly. woman 
' 18 better then great riches with, 
the wicked. Rebecca ſaith, 7 
| Jhall be weary of my life; if Jacob 
' taxe a'Wiſe of the Daughters of 
| Hetb: as if ſhe ſhould ſay, if my; 


ſon 
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ſon marry an ungodly Wife 
then aH my comfort of him 
and his is gone, andit will be 
a continuall griet to me, to ſee 
him in league and friend{hip 


; [amongſt the wicked. It ſuch 


ſhame and fin cometh upon my 
ſon, as can by no means be 
heiped,nor by no means com- 
toried, what availeth me then 


| [to Jive? 


Be not unequally yoaked (ſaith 


: [the Holy Ghoſt. ) It is indeed 
; | very unequal], for the godly 


and ungodly to be united to- 


* | gether ; that their hearts-muſ 
| be both ag.one, which can ne- 
[ver be joyned in the fear of 


God,and faith of Chriſt. Love 


;Not the ungodly , marry with 
| 
| [none eXqcept you love her, and 


be.not changeable in her love : 
let nothing atter you have 


made |. 


| 
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| agreat cauſe that moved God 


; a continuall agreement * be- 


made your cholce,remove your 
| love from her; for it isan un- | 
godly and very fooliſh thing 
for a man to miſlike his own 
choice, eſpecially fince God 
hath given a man much choice 
amongſt the godly ; and it was 


to command his co marry with 
che godly, that there might be 


tween them. 
CHAP. 13. | 
It is agreat folly for a man to mi[- 

like his own choice. 

. FEE thinks I never ſaw a 
man ſhew a more ſenfſe- 
lefſe ſimplicity, then in miſlik- 
ing his own choice, when God 
hath given a man almoſt a 
world oi women to chuſe him 
a wife in. If a man havenot wit 
enough to chuſe him one | ! 
whom | * 


- o 
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yer methinks he ſhould have 
diſcretion to cover his own 
folly,but if he want diſcretion, 
me thinks he ſhould have poli- 
cy, which neyer tails a man, to 
difſemble his own limplicicy 
in this cafe. If he want wit, 
diſcretion, and policy, he is 


unfit co marry any woman. 


Doe not a woman that 
wrong,as to take her from her 
friends that love her, and after 
a whileto begin to hate her. It 
ſhe have no friends, yet thou 
knoweſt not, but that ſhe may 
have a hasband that may love 
her. It thou canſt not love her 
tothe end, leave her to him 
that can, 

Me thinks my ſon could not 
offend me in any thing, it he 


ſerved God, except be choſe a 


wife 
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whom he can love to the end. 
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| wite that he could not love to 
| theend : I need nor ſay, it he 
ſerved God; for it he ſerved 
| God, he would obey God, and 
then he would chuſe a vodly 
wite, and live lovingly. and 
ecdly with her, and not to do, 
as ſome man who taketh a 
woraan to make her a compa: | 
 nion and tcllow, and after he | 
' hath her he makes her both a! 
ſervant & drudge. It (he be thy | | 
wite, ſhe is alwayes too my} 
to be thy ſervant, and worthy | * 
co be thy tel.ow. It thou wile 
bavea good wife, thou muſt 
go bebore her in all gooidnefle 
and ihew her-a pattcrn ot all 
good veriues by thy godly and 
diſcreet life : and eſpicially in 
patience, according tO the 


| counſeli-of the hoiy Ghoſt: 
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| Per.7. | Bear with the woman 4 with the 
weake 
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| weake 7 ze ſell Here God theweth 
that it is her imperieRtion that | 

honcureth thee, and that It is | 
thy perfe&ion that maketh | 
thee to bear with her 3 follow | 


| the coun{ell of God theretore, | 
| and bear with her. God willed | 


1 man ts /eave Father and Mother 
for bis Wiſe. This (heweth what 


\ in excellent love God did | 
/ appoint to be berween man 
and wife, In truth I cannot by 


any weans ſet down the exce]- | 
lency of that love : bur this I | 
aſſure you, that if you gct 
wives that be godly, and you 
love them. you (hall not need 
to torfere met whereas if you 
bave wives that you love nor, 
Iam farce I will forſake you. 
Doe not your fclves that 
VWTGPp, as to marry a Woman 


that you cannot love, {hew not 
{© 
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wite that he could not loveto | Þ 
theend : I need nor fay, it he | © 
{ſerved God; for it he ſerved | 
| God, he would vbey God, and | þ 
then he would chuſe a godly 
wite, and live lovingly. 2nd 
ecdly with her, and not to do | 
as fome man who taketh a 
woraan to make her a compas- | 
; nion and fellow, and after he 
hath her he makes her botha | 
ſervant & drudge. It (he be thy | 
wite, the is al wayesz toa good | + 
to be thy ſervant, and worthy | * 
to be thy fellow. It thou wile | * 
bavea good wife, thou muſt | | 
go betyre her in all goodnefle | | 
and ihew her-a pattcrn of all 
god verines by thy godly and 
| difcreet life : and eſpccially in 
| patience, according to the 
counſell of the holy Ghoſt: 
Bear with the woman 4s with the 

weake) 
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' | weaker veſſel! Here God (heweth; 
| that it is her imperic ion that | 
| honcureth thee, and that it is | 
* | thy perfe&tion that maketh | 
thee to bear with her ; foliow | 
| the counlell of God theretore, 
and bear with her. God _— | 
a man fs leave Fat her and Mother | 
for bis IVife. i his ſhewerh wn TTY 
\ F | an excellent love God did | 
| appoint to be berween man | 
+. and wife. Intruth I cannot by | 
| | 


— 


— 


-p 


. any means ſet down the exce]- 
lency of that love : bur this I 
:fſure you, that if you gt | 

# wives that be godly, and you | 

love them, you (hall not need | 
to forſeke me 3 whereas if you | 
© bave wives that you lovenor, | 
| 
| 

| 


+ Tam fare T will forſake you. 
; Doe not your fclves that 
WTGPp, as to marry a Woman 


that you cannot love, ſhew not | 
lo 
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ſo much chjldithneiſe in your p 
ſex,as to fay, you loved her | 
' once, and now your mitide 1s | 
changed: ifthou canſt not love | 
her tor the goodnelfe that is in | 
her,yer let the grace that is in 
thy (elf move thee to do it; and \ 
{o I leave thee to the Lord, | 
whom I pray to guide both | 

| thee and her with his grace, | 

and grant that you may chule | 

godly, and live happily, and : 

 diecemfortably, through faith | 

| In Jeſus Chriſt. * 

| GH A P. I &o 

| Howto d:al with ſervants, 

| ET one thing I am to de- 

| fireyon to do at my re- 
queſt, and for my fake : and 

| though it be ſome trouble to 

| you to performe it, yet 1 af- 

| fure my telt you will do ir, 

| If God ſhall ar any time give | 

VeoOu 
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yOu, Or any of you, a ſervant, 
or ſervants,you thall aske them 
if they can read, if they cannot, 
you {hill at my requeſt, reach 
them, or cauſe them to be 
tanphr, till they can read the 
ten Commandements of Al- 
mighty God : And then you 


| (hall perſwade them to praQiſe 


by themlſelves,and to ſpend al] 
their idle time in reading, that 
ſo they may come the better to 
know the will of God written 


in his Word Remember, your 


ſervants are Gods ſervants as 
well as yours : if they be not, 


lay as David taid, There ſhal' nt * 
an unvodly perſon dweil in —_ 


houſe ; he that lavi th &r mat eth (; 

ſhall depar t eut of my fpht. It is 
not tor you, by any means, to 
keep any ungodly, prox nane, 


or wicked perſon in your 
houſe, 
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upon the place wierein they 
are,and not a _blic{liao, ncither 
will [ney be LaUL Jil: _y gO. >d- 
neſſ: but you muſt kee! 7 thoſe 
tnat be tractable and willing 


to ſerve God, that he may! 


blefſe you and your houſhold. 
For God doth not delight in 


ehat Maſter,that will (afierhis | 
| ſervant to blaſpheme his name, | 
or miſ[-ſpend his Sabbaths: for | 


| God commanded the Maſter, | 
' that he ſhould (ee bis {eryants 


— 
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to keep holy the Lords day, 


and it he keep that day holy, 


houle, tor they bringa curſe. 


he will Icarn to ſpend all the | 


other dayes in the weck wcll 
in following the dutics of his 
calling. I pray you keep the 
lervants (350d: and then 
remember they are your bre- 
thren: uſe them well,and be as 
ready 


IL? 
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\rezdy todo them good, as to | 
| have their ſervice. Be not chi- 
ding tor every trifle, for that 
will hinder good living, and | 
nothing enrich you. ,Be care- | 
full that they be godly, for, | 
Godlineſſe bath the promiſe of this | r Tim, 
preſent life, and of the life to come. | 4. 8. 
| Godlineſſe is great riches if a man oF ny, 
be contented with t. hat he hath: for | | $27: 
we brought nothing with us into the | 
world, nei;her (hal carry any thing | 
out of the world : if we have food | 
and rayment, let us be therewith 
content, 
CHAP. 15. | 
Patience is neceſſary for Governours | 
of Families. 
| Pp godlily and patiently 
in your houſe; it you can- 

not be patient, never think to 
live godlily;for if Satan ſee you 
of a froward mind, he wil ſoon 
| find 


The MotHztRrs 
| find matter enough to fer you 
on work. Pray ftaithlully with 
your ſeryants twice aday, and 
live {o godly,that you may be] | 
an exampleto them to tollow 
[you 

Pray often privately, faith 
| fully and zealouſly unto God, | | 
| in the name of Chriſt, ſo it 
' may well be warranted by his 
Word, for that is a true mark 
of the child of God.Many hear 
the Word, as our Saviour wit- | | 
* | nefſeth, but few follow it. | | 
* | Many pray openly, as the Pha-| :; 
rifecs did,to be ſeen of men,but | | 
Chriſt ſaich they bave their 
reward, This was not becauſe 
Chrift miſliked publick prayer 
bat becauſe he ſaw their hearts, 
and ſo knew that they prayed 
more to be ſeen of men, then 


for any true faith they hadin | | 
him. | 
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' him. Chrilt faith, I/hen twoor 
| | | three be gathered together in my 
' Name, I will bewith them. Aud 
- \this mercifull promiſe is e- 
| [nough to make any wan to 
\pray : for though he do it very 
, |weakly and coldly, yer he 
(heweth his humility and obe- | 
dience to God, and confefſeth 
his own weakneſs,and calleth' 
to God for his aſſiſtance and. 
grace to ſerve him, One is alſo 
. 'helped by the prayer of ano- 
* |ther; and the weaker is n 
partaker of the prayers of the 
ſtronger, for Chriſt taught us 
to pray one for another ; For- 
give us our treſpaſſes. When 
Chriſt ſaith, If two or three be 
gathered together in my Name, T: 
will be with them: Hedoth not 
ſay, With ſome of them, but, 
I will be with them; that is, mw 
al 
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; all of t them 1 that are Joyned to-, | 

| getter in my Name : Thouph |: 
ome be weaker, and tome be; 
| tronger,yet they all (hew their | 
| obedient hearts, and God will 
accept them in Chrift. And 
his is a great means to |tirre 
| up their hearts to prayer;for it 
| | ts the hardeſt thing that 18, for 
any man to pertorine rightly, 


truely,and faithfully. 
| CHAP. 16. 


Means to further private Prayer. 
Ow all things are to be 
uſed, that are mcans to 
| tlc as upto private prayer,and| 
| [I things are to be ſhunned 
| nat hinder us from it. Thoſe 
things that may further usto | | 
It, are hearing the Word, rea- | | 
ding it, praying publikely,and | 
| deing in company with others | 
when they pray : for all theſe 
help | 


—. A. 
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, 
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[ 


»-|R| 


4 


| God in Chriſt, beleeving that 
{| our prayers ſhall be accepted 


| ſhall be to Gods glory and our 


[then he knoweth by faith in 


——_— 
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1] and women from this duty. | 


| hinderance continually ; anda 
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heip to encreaſe and ſtrengthen | 
faith, and withour faith it is | 
impoſlibleto pray aright, ei- 
ther publickly or privately, or 
co take hold of the promiſes of 


and granted, ſo farre forth as 


good, and the true ſervant of 
God will never defire more 


Chriſt (which he hath learned 

by the promiſes of the Goſpel) | 
that he ſhall have. 

CHAP. 17. 

Lets. 

Tx be many ings that 

will hinder both men 


The devill will do what he can 
to hinder us; the world is our | 


D mans / 
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mans own friends are often» | | 


The Motrumsrs | 


| 
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cimes hinderances too; yea, a | 
' mans own nature will never | 
' be willing to talke with.God ; 
| for by nature we run away | 
from him with Adam, and ra- 
ther hide cur {clves with fig- 
\ leaves, and excuſes, then come 
| to God, and fall down before 
him on our faces, confeſſe our ; 
\ linnes, acknowledge our un» | 
worthyneſle, crave pardon for 
Chrifts ſake of God for all our 
|crnmtgre ons. Yet eAlamhad 


we have, and we have more | 
| cauſe a great deal to come to. 


him back again, and give him 
his pardon in Chrift, who 
(ſhould tread down the head of 
the Serpent, which beguiled 

 hims! 


ear ——— 


——_— ——— 


more cauſe to run away then || 


God, then he had; for he knew || | 
not then that God would call |} | 


"In 


— 


| — 
| BiEs$s$SING. 


[ 


>8 


hath called Adam and all his | 
poſterity and given them par- 
don in Chrift,if they wil come 

and ackeit in faith and repen- 
tance. He therefore that doth 
not often and privately fall 
down and humble himſfelt be- 
fore God and confeſſe his own 
fins, craving pardon in Chrilt, 
and by faich applying the pro- 
miſes of God to himſelf, hath 
great cauſe to fear that his heart 
' 1s not true and right before 


| God, And therefore if thou 


' canſt not pray privately , or 
 feeleſt thy ſelf cold in prayer, 


| | forto help thy ſelf thus thou 


| ſhalt do, 
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| him; but we know that God! 
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Can HY 
' He'ps againſt the former lets. |, | 
Very morning, ſo ſoon as | 
Pho) canft, (for the (oou. | | 


er the better) before the world | | 
get hold on thee, either with | 


. profit or pleaſure, (tor thoſe 
are the devils baits) or before. 
thou feedeft thy body (for the 
body is a great. dea] more ſub- 
je&ro the ſpicit,when it is _ 
pampered nor fed at his own | | 
will) che, I (ay, go into ſome. | | 
private place,and fall down on 
thy face as the Pablican did, | | 
| _ fet thy ſelfe afar off, and 
Lux, fay, -God be merciful unto me. a ; 
2d ſinner, O Lord | acknowledge | 
| that I cannot pray, pardon; me 
dear Father, for Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſake, quicken me with thy 
holy ſpiric:give me faith to. cal 
upon thee ; and 1 beſeech rhe! 
| gra- 


< OOO -- = -- —— — — - —— — —————— — _ NR. 
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gre ciouſ]y to remember y | 
promiſe,which layeſt,Come wito| Mr, | 
me a!l ye that lahour and be heavy ' 1. 18. | 
lad:n,and I will caſe yu.O Lord'! ! 
I am loaden with my f1ns, and | | 
againſt all reaſon they keep me | 
'from ſeeking pardon for chan. | 

| 


p_ _— — - 
— 


— — —cw 
—— ” 
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;and grace to ſhun them. Good 
|Father, for Chriſt his ſake re- 
move my fins far from me, and | 
eive mefaithin thy Son, which E: 
' ! may aſſure me, that thou doſt | 
; accept of me, as of thy ſervant 

| |inhim.AnJ although I be moſt 
; 

| 


nn 
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| unworthy in my felt, yet by 

| thy promiſes in Chriſt which | 
| hall never fail, I pray thee ac- | 
' «pt me, | 
Furthermore, for the bettcr | | 
| ſtirring thee up to pray, read: | 
ſome Chapter of the T<ſta-| | 
ment, as namely, thefixth of | 
| 


— — 


at 


Saint Matthew, or fome other 
D 3 where- 


be 
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| wherewith thou mayeſt hear 
the promiſes of God fn Chriſt, 
to ſtrengthen thy faith. _ 

Take heed of idleneſſe and 
floathſulneſſe, which is a great 
hinderance.I know thatall ſins 
are hinderances to prayer z but 
idlenefſe, and following the 
world either for profit or plea» 
ſure, are wonderfull mighty 
| ones, 


—  — _— —— — 


i, 


CHAP. 19. 
To pray often. 
| on v4 make account of thy 
| (elf as a diligent ſervant 
.| of Ged, it t:ou doſt not twice 
a day (at the leaſt) come pri- 
, vately to Gud,and 2cxnowledp 
, thine inficmities, and confefle 
that thou canſt not pray, and 
delire God to give thee grace 
to do ic faithfully: when thou | 


wwe a motion to pray , do | 
not. | | 


— 
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| ot over-flip it for any cault + 

:n the Worlo:for thou know: fi 
not what graces or bl; my 
God means to b:ftow upon 
thee at that time; for it is the 
Spirit of God calling thee;apd 
therefore inde no delayes, but 
go: forthenature of man, of 
it ſelf, will never be ſtirred to 
private prayer: But howſfoever , 
thou doeſt. be ihou Maſter, or 


4be thou fervant, be thou at 


home, abroad, or in what con- 
_ or lace loever thou be, | 
do not fleep at night till thou | 
haſt humbled thy lt before 
God on thy knees in prayers | 
for night 1s a time When the 
World leaves a man (as it} 
were) for a while, and when | 
the world leaves him, the devil | 


nath not ſo much power over 


— — 


Q——— 


him; for the world is a great! 
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 Infleams [nt ofthed: vil to work F-40 
| by z therefore when the world 
ts aſleep (as it were) the devils | | 

| power is weakned,and then be | | 
| bur thou praycſt to God to 
juan (2 thee from the Devill, 
and from the World; the 
World is like Phatavh, which 
by no meancs would tuffer the | 
Children of Iſrael to gy ſerve" 
the Lord; ſo doth the world, | 
if it know that thou gotſt to 
ſerve God, it wil bring thee 
back againgif ir be poſſible: and 
therefore it is beſt to pray pri- 
| vately,alchough thou do it bur | 
weakly;for within a while this | 
| weak prayer Will ſtrengthen | 
| | greatly thy faith. Pray when 
| the worldis a(leep, for as ſoon | | 
as it is awake, it will cry and 
call on thee, (as Pharaoh did to. 
I the Iſraelites) to attend it. It j 
will 


ee a ee en ————— 
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will bring thee more worke 
ſtill, as he did to them. And as | 
the Tyrant told the Ifraclites, | 
[chac they ſhould goe and lerve | 
their God; but when the time * 
| | came, he would not let them, 
| 
| 


but ill found imployment far , \ 
them : even ſo will the World 
do by any that will beleeveir; 

it will promiſe at ſuch a a - | 
thou ſhale ſerve God;and-when | 
 [ſucha thing is done,thou ſhalc'| 


| goe pray 3 but. when the time | 
| cometh,it will find more work 
for him ſtill, and will not let 
.himgo. Pharach is the very | 
hgure of the devill, and the de- ' 

vill callech himſelf the god of. 

this world, and if the devill | 

| [hath rodo with this world, as | 
| no doubt but he hath, then ir 
'$certain thit the wor'd will: 
never» give us leave to ſerve... 
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| God. Our own nature 1s as the 4: 


| nature of the Iſraelites, for 
' they had rather have tarryed | 


8 .[ Num, | 
| 


os. | | 


J 


| 
| 


— AGO —@—OO0 0 
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— ———————— 
—_—_ 


with Pharaob,who was the very | 
Image of the devil!, and have | 
been his (laves ftill, than to 
have gore. thorow the Red-ſea, | 


' and the Wilderneſs to the pro- | { 


miſed Land of Canaan, which | 
was the figure of Heaven ; and 
even ſo had we rather be ſlaves 
and drudges in this World, 
which will take all from us; 
and caſt us to the devill, (as! 
Pha rach would have done by | 

the children ofIſrael ) then _ 

vill leave the world and all his 

baits,and goto our God eve-| - 
ry day, and humble our ſouls 

at his foot, and confeſſe our| | 
ſelvesto be weak in faith, and| | 
acknowledge our ſrailty : and | 


call carneftly for the help of | 
God | 


| 
| 
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God to overcome the World | 


for us, andto ſtrengthen us by 


his power,againft the devil,the | 


| 


world, and our own frailty, 
and wicked fleſhly luſts ; and. 
yet except wedo call continu- 
ally to God for his grace and 
help, we can no more overcome | 
theſe, then the children of Iſra- 
el could overcome Pharazb, or 


gothough the Red-ſea, with- : 


| out drowning: for it was G )d | 


| 
| 


that overcame Paraoh for them, | 
and alſo all their enemies, | 


and delivered them out of the | 


Red-ſea: and ſo it muft be 
God that muſt overcome the | 
Devill and all the enemics in | 
the world, and deliver thee, 
that thou Gake not in the Sea | 
of thine own line, 


| 
| 
/ 
' 
? 
: 
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| CHAP. 20. Be 
| Notto negle private Prayer. 
, Hergtore I defige you, 
| and every one of yours | 
| to the worlds end, that what:- | 
| 
| 


ſoever ſervice of God you.0- | 

| mit, you doe not negle@ pri- 
vate. prayer 3. fur many may | | 
hear the word of God as Adam | ' 

did, and diſobey it preſently. | 

| after: and ſome hear the word! | 
of God, as Adam .did after his| | 
fall, and had rather be further 
off; as he had then. Byt private: 
prayer is, to offer thy If and 
thy ſervice to God, confefling, 
thine own imperſeRions, and 
to call roGod for his aſſiſtance. 
Now when a {inner by himſelf, , 

: calleth his owne wayes to re-; 
membrance, and confeſſeth his 
particular (innes, then he ſeeth | 
what fin hi- own? nature is | 

moſt |. 


——_— 


— — 


— — —  — — — — 


R——— CCC et 


— 


| Bizss1nG, 


| 


[moſt ſubje&t unto, and Pray- 


eth-carneſtly againſt that {in 
wherewich he is moſt infeRed, 
and. conleſſeth his own weak- 
neſs, and wondereth at himſelf 
that he is not able to overcome 


fome other {innes of as great 


rupted wich fin, and is good 
to bring torth nothing but 


drefſed, and continually Ja» 


boured and weeded : yet one 
=_ or other wi!l grow in 
ſome part of the earth by na- 
ture, which will not grow in 
another part though it be 
ſowne there, but ſome other 


(weed will grow there, that is 


pp ill, and one weed overgrow- 
—— 


that one fin, as well as he cart | 


— —— —— 
— — 


| 
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force. The reaſon is'this, che | 
nature of man is wholly cor- | 


tor nothing ; as the earth is kr |. 


| weeds, except it be digged arid | 


_ I 


—— Pm——_ 
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| ing the ground, is able to make | | 
| it unprofitable for any thing; 
| ſo one fin will rule where ano- 
| ther will not, ahd that one 
| overrunning there 1s able to 
| make thee unprofitable mem- | | 
| ber of the Church, therefore 
. thou muſt labour by private | ' 
prayer to overcome It. j 
CHAP. 21. 
| Men become worſe, for want of uſing 
good means. 

Oreover as a garden,if it | | 
Me: twenty years kept | 
with digging , watering, and | 
weeding, and then be let but 
two years alone,it will become 
| unprofitable, (avape, and of no 
reſpe&X: even ſo it thou doſt 
in thy youth, or many years| | 
uſe private prayer, and hearing | 4 
of the Word preached , and 2 


publick Prayer, and Faſting. 
and 


| 


et. AE. ee 
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and all good means to keep thy , 
earthly body in ſubje&ion,yet 
if- thou becommeſt negligent 
and careleſſe but a while, it 
will ſoon become ſavage and 
wilde, and conſequently , an 
unprofitable member of Chriſt 
his Church, or rather manifeſt 
thy ſelf to be no member,as the 
earth will be no garden : and 
therefore you muſt have a con- 
tinuall care of your felyes.Itis 
not for a ſmal matter that you 
muſt have this care, but for a 
great and moſt glorious King- 
dome, which Jlaſteth for ever , 
where thou ſhalt enjoy-the 
(weet and loving preſence of 
Almighty God,and be a mem- 
ber of Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
Kingdome of heaven, forever, 
world without end. Then nei- | 
ther Satan,nor the World, = 
ny 
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| | thy own fl:{h thatl be able one 
1 minute to. [trouble 'thee, it 
C : | through faich in. Chriſt, by 
, continuall prayer, thou once 
! | gereeſt thicher. Neither is it go 
| | ſhun a little danger that you | 
' muſt be thus watchfull and ; £ | 
| wary of your ſelves, a4 was # 
drowning in the Red Sea, 
| | which was a figure of hell : but 
, it is to avoid burning in Hels|} | 
, torments for ever and ever,and | 
| being joyned to the devill,and) | 
| all his-wicked (pirits- forever, | 
| there- to be tormented and | | 


| never havereſt: and this will 
be more than a thouſand mil- | 
lions of pains, to thoſe that 
| (hal enter into thoſe torments, 
15 | to think that God hath offered 
| | ſo mercifull a means as to ſend 
his own Son to endure thoſe 
painsforthem,that they might | | 
| never 
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"| Never have felt them, and lent | 
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, to give, for the World hath 


' them his Word, and wi-led | 


. them to follow that, and that 
| ſhould reach them co follow 
| Chriſt,and Chriſt ſhould bring 
| them to'Heaven; and if that the 
| Devill, the World, .and the 
Fleſh, did lay blockes in their | 
wayes, more then they could 
remove, that then they ſhould 
' call upon him, and he would | 

help them over, and makethe | 
way In time more plain and 

ealte for them, and yer they | 

would not take a little paints | 
here,to keep them from endleſs | 
pains of hel] fire. Oh,how wil 
they be tormented, when they | 
know,that there never will be | 
an end of thcir perpetua]l mi- | 


ſery? What would they not 


give ? (nay they have nothing 
—- 


" 


* 
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| deceived them, and hath tak-1 


follow our Saviour now, it 
they might? Pains! nay, they 
would think it a great plea- 
ſure, and wonder greatly at! 
themſelves, that they ever | 
could think ic pains, when in- | 


. 
>. ©. 


a'l thingefrom th\m)but what | 
pains would they not take to 


deed it is moft pleaſant, and 
molt comfortable, the moſt '! 
| profitable and moſt delightfu), || 
yea, and the moſt contented | 
thing in the world. | 


% 


CHAP. 22. 


To lay bold on Chriſt is the beſi 


thing in the World. | 
bbs the moſt pleaſing thing 

becauſe it brings fo ſweet 
contentment to (hs foul, mind, 


and conſcience of man, that 
| nothing can offer ir. It is:the 


_ | moſt comfortable thing, in re- 


gard 


| | gard it ſo comtorteth and-| 
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| firengthneth the heart, thac 
nothing can pricve lt, It is moſt 
| profitable, for it getteth an! 
| egerlaſting Kingdome to thoſe | 
| that uſe it. It is moſt delight- 
full, for it bringeth joy to the 
whole man, It is moſt content- 
ing, for no croſfe in theworld 
 candiſcontent it;'when as the 


' world, on the contrary ſide, 
| are never content, never quiet, | 
never feel joy in their hearts ! 

' though they, laugh,their hearts 
arenot quiet,for there is 10 peace 
to the ungodly. And this is the 
cattle that they ſeek fo much 
for paſtime, and fit up in the 
night ſwilling and drinking, 
untill they feel (ſleep call them | 
to bed, and then they lye down 
| like brute beaſts, never regard- 
' ing the miſpending of their 
| time | 


| Iſa, 38, 
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tiu.c nor calling tot grace to 
ſpend the reſt of their days brt-. 
ter : and yet for all this, in the 
darke they ofcen fcele diſcon- 
tent in their mindes, becauſe 
| they do follow tae devil] char 
| wicked Serpent , which will 
| torment them, and he begins | 
| to torment here, and yet they | 
' will ſerve him. On the con- | 
' trary,thoſe that ſerve G 5d,and | 
follow Chriſt, and every night | | 
| reconcile themſelves unto him | 
| ' & confeſs their own weakvels, | | 
| and pray Chriſt their Saviour | 
to defend th:m that night, and | 
evermore, they fer] much cems 
| fort in their hearts: for Chriſt | | 
begins the comfort here, I laid | 
| '| med-wnin peace, and voſe again | 
[1 | (faith David) and the Lord ju- | 
| 
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{ ſtained me. $2 they which (ſerve 
God, and fullow Chriſt,are in 


= | Peace. 
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; PEACE, for the Lord tuftainech 
\them. 

| CHAP. 23. 
What need there i to ſpeak much of 
_ Chriſt. 

T may. be. you marvell my 

ſons, why Lwrite ſo niuch | 
of Chriſt. . Marvell not why I 
write; for I wonder that every | 
one which hath heard of him, 
do not write whac Chriſt hath 
done far us. For way it not a 
great wonder, that the anely 
begotten Son of Gad hould 
come down from Heaven, and 
take our fl:{h upon him, and 
keep it without fin, and ſuffer 
himſelfco bebutfeced, andalſo 
to have his face ſpic on,and to 
be moſt ſpiceſuſly crowned 
with a crown of thorns: And 
being wichout ſin, he bare all | | 


our gg upon, him, and having 
never 


enmmanl$.... 
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never offended God,he bare all 
the wrath of God, and endur- 
£d the pains of hell for us; 
which was due unto us for our 
fins, and he hath overcome fin, 
| death, and hell for ns, and af- 
cended into heaven to prepare 
us a place there. And yet he 
leſt us not thus, but he left his 
Will and Teſtament, to dire 
us the right way how co come{| 
unto him. And yet hedid more 
for us then this : for he taught 
us in his world how we ſhould 
know when we were out of 
the way, and how we ſhould 
return into the right way a- 
gain, And yet he did more 
forus than this, he promiſed 
chat he would be with us unto 
the worlds end, and whenſoe. 
ver we wanted his help,do but 
call upon him, and he would 


help ; 


| [remembrance of thoſe benefits, 
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call upon us, and to put us in 


and to dire& us the right way 
to heaven to himſelf. And what 
promiſes he hath made to us to 
entice and draw us to come un- 
to him, and what threatnings 
and warnings he hath given us 
to ſhun hell, it is impcſlible for 


me and all the Writers in the 
World to write. St. Fob ſaith, | 
If all the things which Chriſt did, 
were Written, the World would not 
contain the Books. But I am ſure, 
if all the Writers in the World 
had written what Chriſt had 
done for us, they could not 


ſufficiently declare ic. If all the 
Sea were Inke, and all the Iron 
in the World were Pens, and 


eres 


all the creatures Writers, they 
could : 


help us: Andyethe did more | q1atch, 
terus, he ſent Preachers to | 18,6, 


Joh,2r, 
24. 
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the great mercies glven unto us 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and 
Saviour. What is man without 
|Chrift, more then a fice-brand 
of hell > and what an excellent 
creaturea man is in Chriſt, can 
hariily be expreſſed; and yet 
there are many that are angry 
becauſe there are ſo many | 
Books. Reading good Books, | 
worketh a mans heart to god- 
lineſſe; for even as the fire 
warmeth the Wax, and maketh 
it fit to receive a good faſhion, 
even ſo good Books written of 
the mercies of God in Chriſt, 


lare the way to Chriſt, and| 


reach us how to ſhun the way 
that leads from Chriſt. But 


[_w of the mercies of God 


becaaſe I would have you 


in | 
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(in Chriſt; I will cell you whac 
| writing of good Books doth ; 
'it makes the way co Chriſt 
eaſie to thoſe that deſire to go 
[in it. And will tell you who 
are they that are angry with 
writing cf Books : they are 
ſuch as are ignorant, and the 
more ignorant they are, the 
| more angry : they are thoſe 
'that lovethe World ſo well, 
that they cannot find leafure 
'to read Books, St. Fobn ſaith, 
I ove not the Wor'd, nor the things 
that are in the JJ/orld : for the love 
of the IVorld is an enemie to God : 
And here you fee that they are 
enemies to God, for they love 
not to have him ſo much writ- 
ten of. They that love not 
Books nor Sermons, do not 
care ſo much to know what 
Chriſt hath done for them,and 
| E how | 


% 
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| how they lbould tollow 
Chriſt:theyare italled with it: 
' they \love the earth : they can 
 talke of it year aiter year, and 
they are never weary. In ruth, 

' it would weary a Heavenly 
; minded Chriſtian to hear an 
\ earthly minded man, how con- 
| tinually he will talke of the 
| earth, and earthly things : the 
| very time that he is in the 
' Church, he can hardly hold 

his peace from talking of ſome 
earthly thing or other:and the 
whole Sabbata which God 
 ſaniked, and reſted himſelf: 
and in mercy to him,comman- 
ded him to reſt, that will he 
never reſt from theſe earthly 
and tranſitory things : tor hea- 
venly reſt he never Teſpeeth. 
Truely, I think he meaneth to 
make himſelf ſure of Hell m__ 
altcy 
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after ::For Chriſt ſaith, He that 
laveth the World, # an enemy to 
God: and he thar is an enemy to 
' God, can never come tobe an 
inhericour of the kingdome of 
heaven, except he returns, and 
reconciles himſclt to God, 
through Chriſt: and'he cannot 
be thus reconciled, except he 
teavehis earthly affeRions,and 
arrend upen Chriſt ; For God 
loveth none, but only thoſe 
whom he ſeeth waiting and 
arcending upon his Son ; and 
then the Al:mighty God ac- 
centeth him as his Son, ard 
bids him c:ll him Father, and 
whatſoever he needs heis ready 
to furniſh and relieve him 
witha)l: But it he be obſtinate, 
and will not attend upon his 
Chriſt, but attends upon his 
own buſinefle and worldly 
affairs, 
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| affaires, God never reſpeeth 

| ' him, how many ſriends foever 
i | heharh in the World,nor how 

| ' mighty {oever they are; and 
| then are his riches and his 
friends nothing worth, neither 
| ' can they do him the leaſt good 
| | as can bethought of, Now he 
' that loves not writing of 
| Books, nor hearing of Ser- 
 mons, he hath little leaſure 
| and leffe defire to pray: This 
| aſſure you is true, and his own 
| ; Conſcience will tcll him fo 
much, let him examin it when 
| be will; for Sermons, and 
| reading good Books, are the 
| | only meansto bring a man to 

Fi 


2 


prayer, and prayer is the only | 
| ' means to help us to the mercies 
\ : of God in Chrift : For if we 
| þ | hear Sermons, and do not pray 
| | earneſtly to God for Jeſus 
| K Chriſts 
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BY 
Chriſts ſake to ſend che Huly 


p ' Ghoſt co inlighten our under- 
- ttanding, and co lanike our 
gd | jhearts, and follow that which 
:: | |wehear, we are never the det- 
er | \ter;for many hear and under- 
d land not; and many under- 


land, and follow it not; Bur 
there is none that prayeth 
'fairhtally to underſtand, and , 
'for grace to follow It, that 


_ 
o  faith,pray alwa)i,endin all things 
en be thankeſul! : and the promifſe is , 5-27-18 | 
nd made, A: ke end y: ſhall have; that 


is, Whacſoev er you go about, 
; Pray to God to bleſſe 1 It, and 


adveriity, or howſoever it 
' pleaſeth God to deale with 
' you ; for it comes by his Pro- 
 vidence » and therefore be 
x thank- 


mm 


| obtaineth no: if he continuein | | 


[trac prayer. The Holy Ghoſt 


thank Gd in proſperity and 


I rid | 


at, Ty 


| 
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' thankful to God, what crofle l 
| ſoever it pleaſeth him to lay 
upon thee. Doe not as they 
which rage and ſwear at the | 
lofie of a few earthly things ; 
bue thank God again and a- 
gain, that it is no worſc. Ifir 
be but for the loſſe oft ſome 
earthly thing, it cannot beill 
for the child of God, for Fob 
never honourec God ſo much, 
nor did fo'much good in the! 
Church of Gad while he was | 
rich, as when he was poor : for 
when he was rich, the devi}l | 
himſelf told God, that Fob ſer- 
ved him not ſor nothing. As it he 
thould fay, Thou haſt given 
him many bleſſings, it he ſhould 
not be thank(nl], It were 8 | 
marvel]. 4 


F 


CHAP.' 3 
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CHAP, 2<+ - 
The: untbankgſulneſſe of rich men, | 
| a.great ſin. | 
H, this will be a witneſſe| 
() againſt many rich men, | 
\which , receive 'many - great | 
bleſſings, and yet they be un- | 
thankfull : for the Devill 
thuught, that he which receiv- 
'd gifs and bleſſings, could 
nat chu but be cthankfull:and 
yet when Job was rich, he ne- 
ver did God fo much honour, 
[nor ſervice in his Church, as 
when his goods were gone: for, 
betore he was a rich many and 
lived well;and gave ſamething 
to the poor : what ſhould he 
have done with his gaods elle ? 
And ſo did many more belidg | 
him. But when all his goods 
were taken away,,he did not as 
Wordly men do: he did not 
FE 4 ſay, 
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[_ bewitched, or, It 1s 
the negligence of my ſervants, | 
| but he ſaid, The Lordgiveth, and 
the Lord taketh, and as it Plogſeh F 
| | the Lord,ſs it cometh to paſſe: bleſſed 
Mt; ' bethe name 's{ the Ld. And thus | 
E4 he became thankful for his loſs. | 
ſ This is a thing that every one | 
cannot do : and he was ſo pa- 
tient and thankful}, w hat crof- | 
ſes ſoever it pleaſed God to | 
lay upon him, that he elori- | 
| ficd God in his obedience, and | 
I ſhewed that he loved God; and | 
that his love was not ct on | 
| ; this worldly wealth. So he 
| might have God withour the 
| ; world he cared riot : he was 
' none of thoſethat muſt needs ! 
have God and the World to-. 
a or elſe they will none : 
© he was one thar. left an; 


example to the whoſe Church | 
-of | 


_— —— —— 
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'of God to be thanktull and | 
patient. | 7] 
CHAP. 25, | 
How to read with profit. 
Pray read the flory of Fob, 
| na not only read, but ga-' ; 
ther ſome ſruit out ofit, And 
ever when you begin to read | | 
any part of the Scripture, liſt | 
up:your hearts, foules and | ' ; 
minds unto God, and pray | 
| privately or publickly; but of | 
[private prayer never fail.: and ' | 
defire God for Chriſts ſake, to | 
enlighten your undcrſtand- | 
'ings, to ſanRifre your hearts, | 
and to make them fit to receive | 
the good ſeed of the Word, 
and to give ou grace to bring 
forth fruit co Gods glory, for | | 
Chriſts ſake: In this is my Father | 175 
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 glorifi ed,that you bring much fruit, | © 
and be made my Diſciples. And | 
=, * | 
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| again he ſaith, Let your light ſo 
| ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorifie your 
' Father which is in heaven. Here 
you may ſee you ruſt glorihe 
God, and you muſt leave an 
example to the Church, that 
you ſerve and love God; this 
did Job: And I pray God for, 
Chriſts ſake that you may do 
the like; and that you may do 
it, you muft pray to God con- 
tinually, yea, and in private, 
for his grace and aflitance, 
CHAP. 26. | 
The preeminence of private Prayer. 
Hat is the moſt excellent 
vertue and happinefle, 
that belongeth to private 
prayer, no man by any means | 
can deprivea man of it, Some 
| have had their Bibles raken a-' © 
| way, that they couldnot read: 
Preachers | 
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| 91 
fo | Preachers have been baniſhed, 

'ee || |chat they could not hear: they | 

ar | have been feparated from com- | 

r7e | [pany, that thcy could not have | 

ie |} [publick prayer; yer private | 

n |} [prayer went with them, there- ; 

t | |by they talked with God, and | 

8 | {madeall their miſeries known | 

Ir 


unto him, and craved his al- | 


. 


* 
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fitanse in all their troubles, | 
And this is the greateſt com- | 
| fort that all good Chriltiaus | 
| have,that no man can bar them | 


from private conference with | 


God. Then take heed you do ; 
'not bar your ſelves from it, 
|{ince none elſe can do it: and 
you know not what need you 
(hall have of ic, nor what ac- 
'cident may happen to you in 
your lives, nor what need you | 
5 |thaltlhaveofiit in the houre of | 
] | deaths. Therefore, if you would | 

) E: al- 
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| always have it, you mult al- 


| way8 uſe it, and then you (hall 
| ſce what profit will come by ir, 
and then you will be humbly 


quainted with Gad. 
CHAP. 27. 


God. 


| acquaintance ! For the 
longer thou uſelſt it, the ſtron- | 
ger will bethy faich,the hum- 
bler thy heart, the earneſter 
| thy zeal, and the holyer thy 
life ; and this maketh God ac- 
cept you in Chriſt, and then 
| thou art he that Chriſt ſpeak-| 
eth unto when he faith, Arke 
what ye will, and it ſhall be done : 
\ unto you. Thy faith will be the 
ſtronger, becauſethou ſhalt ſee 
| that God heareth thy prayers, 


and 


= OX WERE 
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faithfull, and familiacly ac- 


The benefit of acquaintance with | 


H Heavenly and happy 
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| and granteth thy requeſt. The | | 
' more humble wil thy heart be, 
| | becauſe thou fſecft thine own | 

| miſery and corruption, and | 
'that all grace and goudnelle | 
comes to thee ftrom God; | 
and this will make thee more 
earneſt and z:alous in prayer, 
and thy earneſt and faithtul] 
prayer will move God accord- 
ing to his promiſe, to give thee 
grace and faith : for the Apo- | 
ſtles prayed and ſaid, Lord in- | rye. s, 
creaſe our faith. And this grace | 25, 
and faith will work in thee ; 
holinefſe of life, and then ſhalt 
thou be able to fulhll Chriſts 
ſaying; Let your light ſo ſhine be- | _ | 
fore men,that they may ſee yourgoed | | 4, el 
works, and gplirifie your Father 
which z in heaven. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 28. 
How lon! we have need of private 
prayer. 
Ow that you and every 
| one of you hal have need 
' of private prayer, from the 
' very beginning of your life, to 
' the very laſt hour of your 
| dayes, my owa experience 
| reacheth me; and the Word of 
| God, a true witneffe, affirmeth 
| that we are wholly corrmpted 
| by the fall of Alam, with fin, 
and therefore continually we 
ought to ſuſpe& our ſelves, 
and to call upon God without 
cealing, for his helping grace, 
and aſſiſtance in all our a&i- 
ons; for we know that our 
own fleſh is our own enemy, & 
thtt it is made of the earth , | 
| and is ſo heavy and earthly 
| winded, that it can never _ 
O'! 
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for heavenly things, without 


the eſpecial] grace of God; and 
the devill hath made an en- 
crance into this earthly body, 
by reaſon that our own Pa- 
rents, Adam and Eve did take 
of the fruit of diſobedience at 
his hands, and did eat at his 
appointment ; ſo that now he 
claimeth ſuch an intereſt in us, 


| that none but Chriſt can keep 


him out:and therefore we Have 
no way but to call continua])ly 


| on the name of God in Chiiſt. 
to aſhft us with his gracious : 


Spirit, which will keep away 
the Devill, overcome the 
World,and conquer our own 
fleſh, for us. 
CHAP. 29. 

Who pray privetely. 

His is certain, that there 

are none godly but thoſe 
that 
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chat pray privately and truely 
co God, according to his 
Word; and there is no un*- 
godly perlon, no {wearer, no 
prophaner ot the Lords day, 


; no drunkard, no adulterer, no 
| covetous perlon, no prophane 
| perſon, nor none that is of a 


talle religion, not warranted 


| by the Word ot God, that doth 


pray Privately, ctrucly and 
faichfully. By theſe con(1dera- 
tions you (hall find out the 
erue marks of the Children of 
God : for the wicked can hear 


| the V/ord, read, come into 


publick aſſemblies of prayer ; 
the hypocrite will talke of 
faith, as if he had come from 
heaven; but co go into a pri- 
vate place and lay open his 
heart before God, confeſſe his 


own imperfeaions, and pray 


that 


— 
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| 
| 
thac he may nor be an hypo- | 
crire, he is far enough from ir. | | 
| Fhe (wearer, the Idolater, the 
covetous, the adulterer, nor 
| any unclean perſon dare come | 
| to God in the name of Chriſt, 
| except they leave their wicked | 
wayes,and withour they bring 
Chriſt with them, they cannor 
| come to God, and Chriſt de- 
lights not to go with thoſe | 
that are continuall breakers of | 
his Fathers C)rmandements : 
for Chriſt bimſell cellerh realy | 
that be that keepeth the Comman- | op 5. 
| dements, and teacheth men ſo to do, | 
| be ſball be preat in the King dome of | 
{ Heaven: and, to bim that ordereth pr. , 
' bis conver ation aright will I ſhew | 23, 
| the ſalvation of God, laith God | * 
| by the Pfalmiſt. Moreover | | 
Chrift ſaith, He that will follow Mz 16. / 
; | melet bim forſake himſelf, and take 25 | 
PISS: 
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 Wp bas.cro(je alt fellaw, me: Ag thbe 


ſhuuld lay, 1 am gone to hear 
ven,and i! yon meanto follow 
me thither, you muſt toriage 
your {<] ves... 1 knaw this will 


| bea crolleunto yoty but you 


—_ 


muſt tatic ie up ana tollow me, | 
or eiſe you may Not come 


LLEre. 
GHRAP. 3 0. 
The way torule 6ur corruptions. 


\ Gain, when the children 


—— — - 


ol Gud, who would fain 


they cannot rule their own 
fle(h ;.4hen. wwh £u mble hearts 
they:go.-to, Gad,z and cry. and 
call to. hi for help, that he 
would help to bridle their un- 


W— ———c a_ ——_— _ " 


that day, and at. night. they 
will wait upon his Majeſty a- 
gain ; and thus they will never 

leave 


— —— 
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be with their Father, ſee that | 


—— 


ruly atfeftions even but for | 


for them, and yer the Saints | 
did never promiſe them fo to 
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leave him, till they teel the! 
Spirit of God working intheir | 
hearts ; and that will ſtir them 
to continuall prayer. Bat the | 
vicked want faich to hope in | 
the Name of Chriſt; and this is | 
the cauſe, there are ſo many 

wicked prayers in the World, 4 
ſor they that make them have 
no faith in Chriſt: and without 
him, they have no promiſe to 
be heard : and therefore wane- | 
ing faith to come to Chriſt, | 

they go to the Saints to pray | 


doe, neither doe they know | 
whether the Saints hear them | 
or no. Apain, ſome pray in | 
Latine, when they do not un- | 
derſtand what they ſay, nor ' 
what they pray for: but the | 
Holy Ghoſt ſaich, Pray with | 
the | 
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the jpirit, andpray with the under- 
ſtar. ding alſo. Why ſaid they, 
God knows our hearts we pray 
with the heart. God knows in- 


| deed that their hearts are vain 
| and fooliſh, becauſe they do: 


not pray with underftanding, | 
and therefore they have no 


promiſe to bez heard, and yer || 
' they willhave a pair of Beads, | 
and te]] hoy miny prayers 


they ſay, though they cannot | 


tel] what they ſay; I dareun- 


dertake a Parcat wight pray as 
well as they do, if it could 
ſpeak all the words. They pray 
while they live, that they may | 


_ — 


' pO to purgatory; and when 
| they die, they give much goods 


to others, to pray that they 
may come out of Purgatory a: 
gain : Theſe are moſt vaine 


| prayers , never warranted by 


the 
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alſo to our Lady to help them, 
like as the Ifraelices prayed to 
the Queen of Heaven : and as' 
the Iſraelites prayers were ac- | 

cepted, ſo are theirs. | 

But I pray God for Chriſts 
ſake, that you, nor none of | 
yours may make ſuch prayers, 
And I pray God to bleffe his | 
whole Church ,that their pray- 
ers may be rightand faithfull ; 
for prayer is the key, which | 
openeth unto Vertue.Qh Lord, 
let not our prayers bet turned | 
into fin; for then the gates 
of thy mercy {ball be ſhut a- 
gainſt us. 

Wherefore we humbly be- 
leech thee, give us the Spirit | 
of Truth, that we way pray | 
rightly, which it wedo, we | 


muſt needs ſearch the Scrip- | 
cures, 


| 
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tures,and ſce there how Crit, 
teacheth his Diſciples to pray : 
When ye pray, pray.on this manner: 


, ©&c. And whatſoever prayeris| 
| not on. this manner, is wicked 
; andung: dly. And yet here you. 
 ſeethere is neither praying to 
Saints nor Angels, neither 
, praying, tor the dead, nar ito! 
| the dead; and therefore all ſuch. 
; prayers are wicked, and are the | 
| overthrow ©! all thoſe that uſe | 
chem. 

But Chriit ſaith, Whenthou 
 prayeſt, enter int; try Coember, and 
\ phen thru haſt ſhut the door, pray 

unto thy Father in ſecret, and "| 
Father which ſeeth in ſecret Wil, 
| reward thee openly : uſe novain re | 
| petitions, as the Heathen doe, for. 
they think ts be heard for their 
| mob babling ; but whatſoever y: 
| aihe 
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{ Our Father which art in heaven, | 


v 
: 
L 
; 


» So, EEE 
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:8 | \4skg the Father in my Name, that | Mar, 7. 


| 
[! Lhe will give you. Agke,and you ſhall | 9» 39» 
| [have:ſeeks and you ſha!l find;hnock, | _ 

| pond it ſball be «pened units you, Tf Joh16. | 


FE. 


your children, axke you bread, will 23: 


Yoa give them d ſtone ?. Or if they _— 


aſke you a fiſb, will jeu givethem a 
Serpent ? If ye which are evill can 
give your children good pifts, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly. F a- | 
ther give the holy Ghoſt unto them 


"that aske it? And this was a 


great mercy in Chriſt,not only 
to bid us pray,but alſo to pro- | 
miſe that whatſoever we a8xe | 
the Father in his Nime, we 
(hould have it : and he appeal- | 
eth to our conlences,how we | 
would deal with our childrcn, | 
if they aske us any thing, and 
giveth us warning, we thould | 
uſe no vain bablings, and tell- | 
eth us we {hould aske in one | 
word, ' 
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word, the holy Ghoſt, with- 
' | out the which weare miſcrable| 
wretches : which it we have, | 


| peace,tor hemuſt be our Com- 
torter, and. bring us unto 


'willeth us ta aske the Spirit 
. | oferuth, becaufe he will ligh 
ten us, and (hew us the way of 
all happineſle ; and b:cauſe our 
faith ſhould be ſtrengthned to 
*'| ask the Holy Ghoſt, he alſo 
promiled us to ſend him to 
teach ns all things, and bring 
| all things to our remembrance 
| without which we are like a 
; houſe which is built fair on the 
outlide, but there areno Win- 
dowes to ſhew any light at all 
into ic, and then the houſe is 
good for nothing, becauſe 

| their 


— 


; [we enjoy all happineſfe, - and 


| 
[ 


Chriſt, and he will bring us 
| unto his. Father. Chriſt alſo 
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there remains nuthing bur 


darknelſle in it : even fo dark is 
the earth of 4dam, which we 
are made of, that though we 
ſeem never ſo falr on the out- 
lide, yet if we have not the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt wichin us, we can 
never (ee to finde the way to 


[Chriſt : and then it is unpoſli- 
'ble to come unto the Father ; 


and ſo conſequently we muſt 


| needs periſh ; for Chriſt ſaith, 
| No man cometh to the Father but by 


| me. And here you ſce that thoſe 


that put their truſt in Saints 
to pray for them, have no pro- 
miſeto be heard ; and it ſhewes 
that they are not enlightned 


by the Holy Ghoſ}, to ſee the 


way to Chriſt: and they them- 
ſelves will confeſſe that they 
dare not go to Chriſt; which 


 ſheweth that they have no 
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| faith to belceve his promiles, ſj 
' nor willto obey his Word:Forfl | 
| Chrift ſaith, Come wat me all zeÞl | 
' that labour and are laden, and If, 


| will eaſe you. Here you ie that | 
| he leaves out none,but calls all} 


| ſinners unto him, and promi- 
ſeth chat he will eaſe them. 1 
humbly beleech God to vive 
| you, audevery of you to the 
| worlds end, grace to pray to 
| God for the Holy Ghoſt. And 
| I pray you let me requeſt you 
'topray to God continually, 
to enlighten you with the hc] 
Spicic, that the Holy Ghot 
may bring you to Chrift, fo 
Chriſt to bring you to his Fa- 


ther; and then (hall you reign 
with them, for ever and ever} 


world without end. Which 


| God grant for Chriſts ſake,our j 
; only Mediator and Advocate. | 


| CHAP. 


BlB$s$ING, 107 | 
| © "CRAP. gr. | 
;ell | The benefit of the Holy Ghoſt. | 
] Eeing tome pray not at all, | 
t and others pray falſly,look | 


11þ | ye often and earneſtly pray for | 
i | |*be Holy Ghoſt,for 1 will tell | 
| |you what he will do: he will 
= \enlighten you, and unite you | 
el | 'to Chriſt, and give you grace | 
of \roruleover all your affetliong, | | 
dl. and make ycu ableto be Ma- | 
a \llers of your ſelves ; where, on | 
[the contrary 1ide, they which 
| | have not the doly Ghoſt writ- 
; ten within them, are maſtered | 
| and ruled by their own filthy | 
affeions, and ſo become fer- 
a vants to them : but if you have | 
6 the holy Spiric,ye ſhall be able | 
64 to fay to your (clves, as the | 
Maſter faich to his ſervant. 
Thou ſhalt d5 this, and thou 
> | {haltdo that : Thou ſhalc not | 
wa 1 = {wear, | | 


—.—— 
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| 
| ſwear, nor blaſpheme thy | 
f God : Thou ſhalt not drink 
| and (will like a beaſt, neither 
{halt chou come in compiny | 
, amongſt ſuch, 8&c.Reaſon thus: | , 
| I will overcome thee by Gods 
| grace,thou earthen Pot- ſheard, 


| 
| | | which broughteſt me nothing, | 


yo, oo" ts. * 


' and wouldeſt thou now con- | 
| found all theſe excellent graces 
| which it hath pleaſed the AI- | 
| mighty God to beſtow upon | 
' me in Chriſt? No: by the | 
] | grace of God, I: will rule over | 
thee, or clſe will pine thee, I | 
| | may ſay with S. Paul, theſe are || 
2 Cor. the meſſengers of Satan to buffet | 
[12 7. me: Iwillpray to my Godto | 
x Cor. . | aſſiſt me, and hi grace is (uffi- | 
12.9 cient for me, I know thy nature, | 
thou art like an unruly Colt, |! 

that if he be pamp:red,fed, and 

| well kept, he will _ 
| is | 
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7 his Maſter under his teet, and | | 
c | cares not What b(comes of | 


ian, ſo he may be rid of him, : 
|| {and then he runs whither he! | 
F \lifts himfelf, although he fare ; 
| much worſe then hedid before: 
even ſo it is with thoſe that 
become ſubje to their affeQRi- 
« ons, they are as hardto be 
; overcome as a wilde Colt, 
.'F |which many times is like to 
| [|be, and ſometimes is, the bit- 
ter deſtruction of his Maſter : 
therefore your reſolution muſt | 
| þ | be, to deal with your ſtubborn | 
(| and rebellious att. Riong, as | 
' | yon w'll deal with a pampe- 
\red wilde Colr, and ſay unto | 
\them, By Gods grace I will 
| | not be Gver maſtered by you, | 
'þ [| icorn to ſerve fo bepgerly 
| | and ſo baſe a (lave as thou art, 
| I will bridle thee, and thou | 
F 3 head- | 
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| head fi irong, ſtout , nk 


ſcoenelull, and diſo 


| 


is n9 goodneiſc in you by na- 
ture, but by Gods grace I will ; 
temper you, I will make you | 
humble, patient, chaſte, quiet, | 
and diligent to fall to ſome 


Jam 4+ 


| 


labour, you (hall never be idle, 
for that will bring you to| 
noughte. And this mutt he the | 
victory b:twixt your (elves 
and your aftetions, and then | 
the Holy Gholt wi:l teach you 
to maſter your ſelves, and not | 
to ſuffer you 10 be {ubjeft to 
| every filthy motion of the 
fleſh. "xt He will teach thee 
| all things, and bring all things to' 
' thy remembrance; 4 God reſiſteth 


the proud, and giveth grace to 
the 


— A 


edient, 
intcmperate, unholy, high- 
| minded, froward, covetous, | 
and idle di (poſition, for there | 


we. th 
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» | F |the humble. He that committeth | 1 Cor, 
> || adultery, ſinneth againft his own | 9-15) 
; bady,and maketh the temple of God, _m | 
\'Þ the temple of an harlot. He that will | » Thel. | 
'Þ \not work, let him not eat. He will |3- 19: | 
pive thee faith to quench all the 
'| fiery darts of the devil. Therefore 
| | [pray for the Holy Ghoſt in 
'F all temptations, he will be 
| | | with thee in them, and ftreng.- 
| | \then th-e to overcome them, | 
he wil be with thee in the hour 
| | |of death, when all thy friends, | 
thy pleaſures, and profits will | 
forſake thee, and then he will 
' 'bring thee co Chrift, and 
» | therefore pray for him, and 
acknowledge his great mercy 
in Chriſt, who hath taught 
| thee thus to pray; and whatſo» 
' ever thou neglefeſt, negleCt 
| not private prayer, and how- 
| ſoever thou doeſt,feek for con- | - 
EF” 2 tamu- 


_— 


F 
| 
' 


—— —  -——__— 


2 —_— 


112 The Motu uns | 


— 


_—— —_—_ —  —_ — 


, tinu:; 2:1] knowledge, that your | 
' prayers may be according to | | 
' the Word of God : forif they | 
| be not ſuch, than are they | 
| rurned into fin, and then thou 
| haſt nothing to relicye, com: | 
fort, or reconcile thy ſelf to 
God again : foras concerning | | 
al the fins thata man hath | 
faln into through the ſrailty | 
of nature, he hath been recon- | | 
| ciled to God by faithful pray. | | | 
er ; but if your prayers benot | 
at all, ornot as they ought co | | 
be,then all your help is vain, | | 
CHAP. 23. 
God accepteth weak praycrs. | 
Toru is a very weak prayer, 
th 


at God will nor accept, it 
It be rightly made, | ſpeak thus | 
much,becauſe I wwuld not have *. 
you diſcouraged, and think 


you had as good not pray f—- | 
a 


BLE$sS$ ING, 


4 mighty God accepteth your 
; obedience and well meaning, 
\that you will prepare your 


| ſelves to pray as well as you | 
|can; but if thou ſee thy ſelf 
negleC private prayer, be ſure 
that Satan hath ſomething to | 
work againſt thee, and by this 
you may underſtand that there 
are none thatdid or ever ſhall 
| periſh, but it was becauſe ei- 
\ther they did not pray at all, 
| [or elſe becauſe they did not 
| {pray as God had warranted 
' 'them in his Word. Methinks 
\ \ifT'werea man, anda Preacher 
' 'of Gods Word, as (I hope) 
ſome of you ſhall be, and 1 
pray God for Chriſts ſake you 
' may,l ſurely perſwade my ſelf, 
that, through Gods grace, I 
(hould bring many to pray 
| F5 rightly, 
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| Mat, 7. 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


rightly which now pray un- 
adviſedly, or not at all. Bur 
thoſe that have gotten a cu- 


| ſtome to pray after the inven- 


tion of men, and contrary to 
the Word of God as to pray to 
Saints, to pray to Angels, to 
pray to cur Lady, to pray in a 
cOonpue they underftandaor, to 
pray tothe dead, 'to pray for 
the dead to pray to go to Pur- 


gatory ; theſe, 1 ſay, you way, 
pray for,thzt they may not uſe 


ſuch prayers any longer,but to 


perſwade them, is almeſt as 
vain as their prayers. Yet once 
again I ay unto you, Pray,for. 


you have no promiſe except 


you pray. A;k and you ſhall have, 


(ſaith Chriſt) He doth not ſay, 


| You ſhall have whether you 
28k'or no: but he ſaith, Ak, 
and ye ſhall have, Was not this, 

2 | 
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a great Mercy Of our Saviour | 
Jelus Chriſt, to proffer us, if | 
we would but atk, we ſhall 
have ? Surely I think he were | 
a very unworthy perſon, that 
would think much to atk a 
| thing for which he might be! 
the better for ever. If a Maſter | 
would ſay to his ſeryant,when 
ſuch a Leaſe comes out, Ask | 
me for it, and I wi!l let thee | 
have a very good penny- 
worth of it, becauſe thou haſt ' 
ſpent thy time in my ſervice, 
and in attending upon me: 
therefore ] would have you get 
ſomething to live upon he; 
ter to defend the world vi h- 
all, that thou mayeſt not beg 
when thou art old: and this 
were a very reaſonable Ts | 
Now the Maſicr being a. wor- 
thy man, and fully reſolved to! 
do this ſervant g00d, when the 
| time 
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| time comes, he conſiders with 
himſelf at how eaſie a rate he 
may ſet the Rent of his Farm 
for him to live upon, and yet 
give ſome attendance upon 
him ſtill. The time being come, 
he expecteth when he ſhould 
avke : but if the {crvant thinks 
much to atke, it is ten to one 
but his Maſters niinde Will be 
clean altered,although he were, 
never fo fully bent to deal 1i-/ 
berally with him, and faith to 
himſelf, if ic be not worth the! 
asKing, it ſhall be worth the| 
keeping : If ic be not worth 
thanks, it ſhall be worth no-! | 
thing : and very likely he will 
think worſe of his ſervant then 
ever he did before, becauſe he 


— 


would not askeir, and think | 
' he Is grown proud, & fcorned | 
| his gentle offer, Now if the 

bt” OR Maſter | 
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| 


[Maſter will noc give his ſec- 
vant the thing ſo promiſed, | 
becaule he will no: aske him, | 
alchough indeed he ought in | 
conſcience to give him tome- | 
thing, for God ſaith, Lt not thy | 
ſervant 29 away a poor man : how | 
doeit thou think thou fhalc 
receive the thing which cur 
Saviour hath promiſed, upon 
the ſame condition, that thou 
(houldeſt aske when thou haſt 

deſerved nothing at his hands, 
| but he of his own free mercy 
| hath bought thee, and paid a 

dear price for thee, and thou 
baſt done nothing for him, but 
for thy beggerlineſſe, he bid- 
deth thee aske, and thou ſhalt 
have? What canſt thou look to 
obtain, when our Saviour! 
| |Chrifthath preciſely told thee | 
\thou muſt aske, and yet thou 
 ſrefuſeſt 
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\ One place or other to lodge 
| in; let chem then find the ſame 


' 


; (faith Chriſt ) as it he ſhould 
 fay, Shut thy ſelf from the 


| 


| cy, the wonderfull mercy of 
| Chriſtto man, how he became 


| 


| the nature of man, that he 


| 


| 


celulelt ty do ic? Enter into thy 
Chamber, (aith he, and ſhut the 
d11.Altbough every place will 
ſerve, yet it pleaferh Chriſt to 
name thy Chamber, becauſe he 
would have a man without ac- | 
cumbrances.Every man findeth | 


places or ſome place elſe to| 
| pray privately in. Shut thy door, 


world, and ſhut the world 
| from thee: it may be thou haſt 
| (omething to ſay unto me, 
chat thou wouldſt not have 
the world to hear. Oh the mer- 


Man for man! And he knew 


would be loath that every one | 
ſhould | 


BirB$S$IN.6, 


I19 


(hould know the corruption 
which was in him, and there- 
fore ſay, Come to me alone, 
and (hut the duor, no bydy 
ſhall know what is betwixt 
thee and me, I know thy (ins 
already, but | would know 
whether thou knowelſt them or 
no: tor many aman linneth, 
and knoweth it nut,becaule he 
knoweth not my word:butif 
thou knowelt them, confeſle 
them to me and I wx1l pive thee 


| 


pardon for them: and it thou 
wilt leave them, and canſt ask 
help of me, I will give thee 


| grace $0 Overcome them; for 


[ have overcome thcm all for 
thee, even in thine own fleſh : 
and thou, through my help, 
ſhalt do a greater work : for 


\thou being a finner, ſhalt 
120008 thy ſelf, which is 
a | 
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| whicham God, and without 
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a greater work then tor me 


lin, to Gvercome lin : and yet 
not you, but I your Saviour, 
who dwel in all thoſe that Jay 
hold on me by crue Faith, for 
without me, ye can do no- | 
thing ; and therefore come to | 
me, follow my counſell, come 
ſecreily, let no body know of 
it, for hindring you, or for | 
tear valnglory ſhould follow 
you, no man [hall need to| 
know of it, for will reward | 
you openly. Oh the wonder- 
fall mercies of Chriſt to man, 
never able to beſet out! He 
knew that man would be dehi- 
rous to have it known that he 
ſerved ſuch a worthy Maſter,as 
none could ſerve a better, that 
every one ſhould ſay, he ſerved 
Chriſt, he ſerved the Sonneof 
God| 


—_— 
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NC yre all . . - 

1r| || God, who will bring him to, 

ee preferment. Every one delireth | | 
» || tohaveirknown thathe ſerves | 


| a noble Maſter, and therefore | 


4 | he will wear his cognizance | 
- | || upon his ſleeve, that it may be | 
| | known what anexcellent man 
| || he ſerves; for it is a great cre- 
-| | ditto ſerve a worthy Maſter, 


| [| and a man ſhall be very we!l' 
| }| accounted of for his ſake : bur 

| | he that ſerveth a wicked and 

| | ungodly many(ha]l never be fo 

| well thought of : becauſe his 

Maſter is wicked, and he is of- 

| tentimes aſhamed of bis Maſters 

| doings, ſo that he will never 

| be a credit unto him ; & there- 

fore never ſerve a wicked man, 

although he be never lo rich; 

| for the defire of man is to 
| ſerve a maſter of credir, and 


that Chriſt knew ; he knew 
allo | 


— 
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alio that man was loath to 
have his fin openly known : 


| and theretore out of his grear 


mercy, and wonderfull wiſe- 
dome, he appointed man to 


| confelſe his fins privately, 


wichout which there can be, 


The re-| no good prayer. He told man 
wardiof that he ſhould not necd to! 


Chriſts 


ſervants 
a'e bea- 
venly, 


make (hew of it unto the| 
world ; for he would reward | 
him openly, and make it | 

known, that heſerveda good | 
| Maſter indeed ; for he would 
| give him ſuch graces and bleſ- 
(ings, as all thie knew him, 
| (hiDuld perceive that he had 
| them neither of the world,the 
| flc(h;nor the devill nor ofthis 
, OWN nature : but it ſhould ap- 

pear thry were only the gift of 
tne Almighty Gd: he didnot 
promile eactth and carthly 
things 


— 
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- | venemous earth-worme 18s full | 
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| things you may ſee ; for every | 


of theſe : the LIſurer that is as 
far from heaven,as it is to hell, 
where, if he take not heed in | 
\time, he may find his part, he 
| (I fay) may brag of his gold; 

| the extortioner, whom God 
hates, may brag of his ſilver ; 
the covetous perſon whom | 
God abhorrcth, he may brag | 
' what a deal ofearth and earth- | 

1y durt he hath purchaſed : the 
Prophet ſaith, They load them- | 
ſelves with Clay ; He doth not ; 


| fay God giveth them, bur, | 


They load themſelves. Among, | 
theſe fooliſh and abominable | 
people, whom the Scripture | 
ſpeakech ſo much z2gainſt as. 
againſt no man more, nor {v 
much, I think ſt:umpetrs and 
whores, who for covetoul- 


neſle 
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| 


\ nefle ſake {ell (heir fc uls and 


bodies, and m. ke themſc! yes 
ſuch filthy vetſcls inthis carch, 
that it is moſt loathſome to 
think of, may brag as well of 
their Jewcls and coſtly appa- 
re]1 that the World beſtoweth, 
upon them, as any other of 
theſe covetous wretches ,' 
whom God abhorreth and gi-| 


 veth warning that no man' 


(hall ſpeak well of them : for 
the hoy Ghoſt ſaith, Speaknot 


, good of the 00:10:45 whom God ab- 


| borreth. And thar thou mayeſt 
' knowir is no wor!dly traſh 


that God beftowes on thee ! 
' know. that the devill calleth 
| himſelf the Prince cf the 


world, and ſ@4 one would 


| think he were : tor theſe out- 


ward things are m( ſt com- 
, monly beſtowed upun the 
wicked; 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


f|pardon, and grace to live a 
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wicked; but that which Gad | 
will beſtow on thee, is a trea- 
lure which the wicked ones 
havenot, nor arecver like to 
enjoy, except they leave their 
wicked waies, and go privates | 


fily ro the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 


and lay open their miſerable | 
eſtate to him, and crave his 


new life ; and then he will give 
thee the greateſt treaſure that 
man can imagine, even a moſt 
heavenly treaſure: he will give 
thee faith, which will bring 
thee to the everlaſting King- 
dome of heaven : he will give 
thee patience, to bear all the 
crolſes and troubles in the 
world : be will give thee hus- | 
milicy, which will fill thee full 
ofgrace, and make thee in fa> 
vour with God and man; he 
will 
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will give thee his grace ſo 
plenteouſly , that thou wilt 
{peake always the truth, and 
keep thy promiſes, though it 
be never ſo much to thy hin- 
derance in the ſight of the 
world.Nay,in the (ight of the 
World it muſt needs be 2 
praiſeto thee; for the World: 
ſeeth that (every Earthworme! 
can break their promiſe, or 
curn it, ſo that it is worſe then 
a promiſe-breaking : for it. 
(heweth that they are full of 
hypocrifie, diſſemblers, and 
would ſerve the world, and 
would not have the devill 
know ic,bur the devil will not 
be ſo deceived : he maketh ac- 
count the world is his, and he 
hampererh all thoſe that love 
it, in chains, and he will have 
|the world know ic, that it may 
be. | 


EE WE 3 


be a wirnefſe on his fide at the 
day ot judgement; Nay his 
Cunſcience will be a witneſle 
againſt him at the day of judge- | ; 
ment, that breaketh his word, | ,, 
even at that dreadful day, when 
the traſh for which he ſo light- | 
ly regarded his promiſe, all 


be conſumed with fire and. 
brimſtone, then will ke won» | 
der, he could think it would 


be ſo long before chat day | 
would come; and now ſeeing | 
chat it is come, he fully per- 
ſwadeth himſelf that his pain | 
will never have an end. If thou 
thinkeſt that breakers of their 
word have a room in Heaven, 
cead the fifteenth Palme, Bur 
what ſhould I ſpeak of a room | 
in heaven, when indeed they | 
ought to have no room a+» 

mongf civil men on the earth; 
nay,” 


i 
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nor yet among the Hea- 
then?for ic hath been account- 
ed ſo great a ſhame for a man 
to break his promiſe, that he 
would rather die then it 
ſhould be faid that he were 
one of thoſe. But pray thou 
privately and faithfully, and 
God will not only give thee 
power to keep thy promiſe 
with m:n, but thou ſhale alſo 
have grace to keep thy Word|| 
and promiſe thou haſt made 
to Almighty God to forſake 
the devil], the world and thine 
own filthy affe&ions ; which 
wi'l (hew openly that thou 
art the ſervant of God, and 
that God hath beſtowed his 
manifold graces and bleſſings | 
upon thee, as Chriſt ſaid unto 
Peter, Fleſh and bloud hath not 
taught thee theſe thingr, but my 
Father 


rc 
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WFather which « in bequen. So 
every one that bcholdeth thee 


will know, that neither the 
devil, the world, nor thine 
own fleſh hath beſtowed rhete 
gifts on thee, but thy Father 
which is in heaven. Bleſſed be 
the name of Chriſt, for his 
bountifall goodnefle beſtowed | 
upon mankinde, he did not * 
only bid them pray, and pro- 
miled they (hould be heard ; 
butalſo told them to 2 
to pray: and becauſe men durſt | 
notgoto God alcne, he bad ' 
them go in his Name and pro- 
miſed that he would be there | 
with them, and he would be a | 
Mediator, which none elſe | 
conld do, and he would make | 
peace between God and : hem, 
and therefore any might bold- | 
ly come to him; he teacherh | 


— G them | 
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them where to aske privately, 
| and what to aske, the holy 
Ghoſt, withuutthe which we 
are hre-brands of hell; bur it 
we ave him, we are Saints in 
| heaven, even joyned to Chriſt, 
anc as his members, and yet he 

fearing all this would nat}! 
| | ſerve, it was his great mercy to 
| ſhew us more concerning two 
| men, which were prayiny, and 
make us acquainted how they 

prayed, and how they ſped 
Cirift Caich, There was a Pha: 

riſee end a Fublican went int 

the Temple topray. The Phariſet 
| was Ne that thought himſel! 

a juſt man, and deſpiſed 0- 

' thers. The Publican accounted 

himfclle a finner openl) 

Known. The Phariſee ſtood up an 

prayed and ſaid T thank thee 
Worthy I am not as other men att, 
ni 
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and pay Tithe of all that we 
have; and that we deal juſtly, 
and Keep the Commande 
[ments. But the prblican ſtood a- 
farre off, and durſt nt look up to 


| beaven but ſmote on his breſt, arid | 
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nor like this pablican, I faſt twice 
a week, and pive Tithe of all that | 
I have. Now you may ice who | 
they be that fay, I faſt, or we | 
faſt ; as it they ſhould ſay,l fear | 


it ſhall never be known that | 


ic is I,or we,that faſt 2nd pray, 


—  _— 20M DDD. 


laid, Lord be merciful uni'o me a 
ſinner. Here you fee, we mult 
humble our ſelves, and con- 
eſſe our (ins: for Chrift faith, | 
He went awa) juſtified rather then 
the other : fir he that humbleth | 
himſelf ſþ1l be exalted, and he that | 
exalteth himſ.lf ſhall be brought | 
by, Aliſo he willeth us, al 
wales to pray, and not to wax 


G 2 


| 
j 


faint, | 
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Is oh faint, laying, There was ac 
124.4. av Tudge i ina City, which neithi 
feared God nor reverenced manſ 
ana there was a widow inthe City 
which ſaid, Do m2 juſtice againk 
my adverſary: but be weuld n 
for a time 5 yet afterward he ſaidj 
A.thbough I fear not God, nor re 
verence man, yet will I doe be 
juſtice, leſt at the laſt ſhe chance 
wer; me. And the Lord ſaid Heg 
2a: le untighteons Fudge ſaith 
a 1 ſha!! not God avenge the cau 
of is El:@ which cry and call di 
and night upon bim? And there 
tore pray continually. Ant 
d:> not thing ( my ſons) that 
have ſpokin too much & 


prayer : for, as I ſaid before 
without it we have no pre 
miſe to obtain any favour 0 
G23d, nor yet to be kept fron 
any evill by God, and there 


fore 


« _ = ec aanmn__wnds 
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ore do It. You muſt _ | 
a caþifo be thankfull ro Gud t 
"ith his merci.s in Chriſt, and mc | 
man 11bly thank Chriit, who 
Citſhath thus mercitilly ctanghe | 
my tO pray, and give God 
{ n&$&2nks, who hath brought you | | 
ſaidinto the world,in ſuch a time, | 
r reſwhen as you may be tauziit to | 

 hqpray according to his Word, 

ce fſend I veſcech Him that you | 
Heaſmay pray according to his 
aithjcoun!e!, | 
[1 CHAP. 33 | | 
[ dayNn certain rule for private prayer. | 
ere Jw I wuu:d have you | 
An Know.that private prayer | | 
latyi: for every mans private ule, 
1':d therefore there is no cer- 
orefltain 1ule,neither cin words be 
rofl ſer down what ye ſhould lay : 
r offfur though we be all linnets, 
onflyet (ume are more troubled 
ere G 3 with 
—_— I net +02 gs 
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| 9171 one f;12, ſome with ano» 
| ener. f {ume arc troubled be- 
| | Calle Ley Canrot be troubled 
| {> much with their (1n8.a8 thy 
Mir Gelire, Which fouir Chiiſt cals 
T0 F181, [iylng, Cum? VITHIO, 

re all ze that lab:ur, and are 

| lzden and I will e:fe you. But 
' although a I im. dwell In us, 
lat, | and we arc ſub) (is to them 
26, 14, (wherdtore Chiitt talth, Te bad 
H ed V} ic. o Fl pray ) yet there 

| 1s In every One of us, ſome 

| Ghe (in that will drcw to 

a LO, and baar fone inle in 
and vill nut bes Wubjett 
nor {ubc \ued to the ſpirit, 
+* Cie childe of God would 
:accit: but then he goath ro 
(Zhrii, and crovcih | is aflr- 
tance, and yet ſometimes the: 
{in will overcome him, and 


| then he goeth ard confeſſeth 
his 
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his 1118 again,and craveth par- | 
don, confeling withall his | 
own weakneſle, that he ſhoau'!d | 
be overcome of ſo viic and! 
'baſe an affetion : & thus every. 
one ought to ſeek by prayer | 
[to (od, to get viſtory of that 
'im which otherwiſe would | 
| overcome and deftroy him,bv- | 
'dy and foul forever and ever. | 
| CHAP 234. | 
Div. rs men troubled with divers 
fans. 
Yoearetroudled miſt wich 
envy. ſom: with pride, fume 
with anger, ſome with cove- 
tinetic,and ſome with, {lih, | 
&c. Ailrhife with a company | 
that ticnd un them, fet upon 
every 41, but one muſt be 
; Captain; then overcome ,the 
| Captain,and all the Army will | 
be di; comfited. In wars if the | 


G 4 Cap- 


| 


| 


ſ 
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| 
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| Captain prevail, the Souldiers 
will ruinate even the City; 
fo itis with tin, if the chiet 
' tin getterh tbe viftory, it will 
| let ina great number of ene- 
; mics, that will never leave 
' until! they have utterly ruina- 
| ;Ted and brought to confuſion | 
' the whole body and ſoul of 
| man ; and theretosc every one | 
' ought to pray to God for 
por and affiftance againſt his 
| greatefi cexypratiun 3 for if we 
' overcome that, the reft will 
Jam.q, Hye : as St. Famer ſaich, Rejift | 
7 the Devil,and be will flye from thee. 
And this will be a great com- 
| foit to any man, when he (eecth 
| his enemy cannot triumph 
| over him: then the Dravill 
| ſhall have no cauſe to laugh in 
| his tace; nor the world to jeſt 
behinde his back, neither can ' 


tl 
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his 
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his own ations brave or | 
\ upbraid him ; he. ſhali have a | 
greater Comfort then this, tor 
by obtaining this victoiy he 
{hall be fure to be ſervant at d 
| Souldier to the muſt worthy 
| Caprain that ever was. Yet he 
muſt acknowledge that he got 
the victory by the help of his 
Captain; and (o long 3S heis | 
a Suuldier under him, he hall 
alwaies have the vidtory : for 
'e || the devill hitnſelf is atraid of | 
| this Captain, the world will | 
| flieat his preſence, and thine | 
own affeions will fall down | 
| before thee, if he come. | 
CHAP. 38S. | 
Be not hurt by a little temptation. | 
Here is another thing | 
\-& which I muſt admonilh 
[you of, that ye be not over- 
, come of a little temptation, 
G .N for 


—— 
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torthat 1s the baſiſt thing in 
| the world ; even as if a great 
Captain ſhould be overc -me 
of a mean Souldier, that had 
neitner mighe nor policy. 
which mutt needs return with 
[hame tothe Cap:ain. But it is 
rauch wore ſhame for a Chri- 
fian, that hath vowed to for- 
ſ2ke the devil, the world, and 
| bis own aft<Qtions, to be over- 
-ome by the weakeſt of them 
| 81], There be many that think, 
if the devill overcome them 
, not in a great fin, all is well, 
| though that indced he fer them 
on work continually on cri. 
| {les ; andby this means keep 
, men in ſome ſervice or other. 
He carcsnot What they do, ſo 
| the7 ſerve not God, and ſo he 
may blindfold them), that they 
| Cannot ſee their own ſins. And 
| chas 


Buzs 5 190, 


thus they are In a very Ganpe- 
rous ana evil] cafe, and knyw 


Ry wt 


ws * » 


_ tlicy 
ye: Wa, 


elr folly, that the 
world thay not perceive 1:,4,d 


' then thzy Lia it is 


TH K+ "= 


Gevil \cads 


| oy + tO hy 
| vhitner th 
are going.tilithey c. 
even ata wind carciuh a {in 
\and they that are 


\ 

4 2 © . 

ns any 4J 343 2 
L} 
i 
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pe («t on 
£Viil is a cun- 
ning F F kay he will 1 never lay 
a freat bait, where he knowes 

a little one will {rye the turn; 


not where my (ha 


pry he is ſo tull of polic 


y,tht 


he ſeeth a great bait would ' 
make the party afraid to come 
near ic,but thus doth che devil, | 
firſt hegiveth a lictle bait, and | | 
(2ith to him whom he meancth | 


to: 


| 
| 


© 
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tO Catch, I warrant thee thou 


' maleſt take this, go near it, 
' taſte of it,it will not hurt thee; 


many ſwallow a greater bait 


 chen this,& thou fect no kurt 


comeot it: as he faid to Eve, 


' It is but an Apple, it may doe 
| thee much good to bring thee 
| to knowledge, and make thee 


C_———— __ —-  ——_— - —— 


lixe to God. And therefore 
now we ſce we had need to fect. 
a ſpeciall waich over ow: 
ſelves, that we may ſpie the 
devil when he goeth about 
thus to entrap us in his En- 
gines, With his alluring baits, 
and return his baits again, and 
when he offereth us any of 
them, may ſay, Idefie thee Sa- 


' tan, and by Gods grace have 
: knowledge that thou art a 
| wicked Serpent, and didft de-| 
| Celve our firſt Parents with 


2n 
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an n App! e. I will nor play with. 
thy baits, be they never fo | 
{weer, pleafant, or beautiful]. 
[ know thy tubtilty, and I | 
know that I ſerve a Captain, | 
Chriſt, that thou art atraid of, ' 


and he wil] bring us to an, 


happier Paradiſe, then thou | 
did(t put us cut of, and he will | 
make me like a God, and re- 
new the Imape that thou didſt | 

decay in us. Thou didft ſcoffe | 


| at me, and faidft, I ſhould have | 
| knowledge, when chou woul- | 


deft have utterly overthrown | 
'me; yer I have this knowledge | 
(1 thank the Almighty God | 
(for it) that now I can ſee thy | 
policy, and how thou came! | 
to our Parents when they were | 
alone; thou thuvghteſt they 
could not ſtand by themſelves: 
but thou ſhalt never finde me | 
alone: | 


© 
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aionc; lknuw | cannout ſtand 
by ny ſelt, and therefore I 
diaw naar unto my Lord and. 
Siviour ]:ſus Chriſt by taith, 
and will attend upon himgand| 
will not leave his Connnande-| 
mnt undone. for all the baits 
and allurements thou cauhi 
thew mein the world, where 
thou calleftt thy felf Prince, 
but !.ou gctt: i it by wicked | 
policy, and thuu rulcſt it by a 
wicked tyranny.deftroyingthe | 
g>vd, and maintaining the. 
wicked,ancl beſt»weſt thy craſh 
on them, not for any love that | 


| thou bene to thas: but to | 
. make them thy wicked inſtru: | 
; ments, that thou may l! do the 


| 


| more hurt by them. 


And alſvon as they have 
ſerved thy turn a while, thou 
wilt bring them to ſhame in 

this | 


_ —_ 
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this world, and everlaſting 
deſtruction in hell fre. And 
therefore now I] would have | 
thee know, that | have know. 
ledge, and perc:ive tha” all 
theſe uſurping Tyrants have 
learned all their mi:chievous 
| policies of thee, uling all 
| means they can poflibly, to 
| deftcoy the good, and with 
their paltry traſh which they 
| call their wealth, they win | 
| the wicked cO theic wils : and | 
| when they have their purpoſe | 
{a while they will pick ſome | 
| quarrel] againſt them, alchough 
|they haveno reaſon for ir, and 
\although they follow theic 
wicked wils never ſo much,yet 
in the end they will overcome 
them. 
| And ſo, Satan, doeft thou 
(deal with all that ſerve thee : 
and | 
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and thecelore thou art an Uu-! 


| 
? 


ſurping Tyrant : for the earth | 
is my Lords, who hath made; 


ic, and all that is therein, and 
that which belongath unto» 
thee, is nothing bur that traſh, 


| 


| 


that he careth not fr; Ir is | 
like Tares,and the worler fort | 


of grain, more fic to fced! 


(wine, then for the children of 
ſo mighty a King as my Lord 
is, who hath ſuch treaſure for 
thoſe that do belong unto him 
as thou ſhalt never come near. 
| Yer this is thy deſpight and 
| envie, becauſe thou canft get 
| none of it thy ſelf, thou 
' wouldſt have me have none of 
it neither. But thou ſhalt not 
| deceive me with theſe earthly 
| baits ; which one day my Al- 
mighty God ſhall ſer on fire 
about their ears that love 


| them. ' 


— 


' chem ſo well, whcn thein- 
| ſelves ſhall be (udden]% flrang- 


| 
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led with the (mobe thereot : 
' thou ſhould deceive | to many 
33 thou doeſt with t! hem ; for 
once my gracicus Lord Crows- 


' them, & many times he "nketh 


and it makes me marvel how ' 


OO 


ned them, and all thar loved 


' very much traſh in the Sea, that - 


Pirates might fce they ſhall 


ſink one day, and all thoſe! 


that (ell their fouls tor ſuch | 


traſh, except they turn ſpee- 
dily unto my Lord & Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is a Saviour 
and will ſave all finners that 
turn unto him. Bur thou arr 
a deſtroyer, and wilt deſtroy 
2!] thoſe that tollow thee:thou 
knoweſt my Lord burnt Sodom 
and Gemorra,with other Cities, 
which were full of this gli- 
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| fteringd.offe; to ihew that he 


cared no more fur it, then 
Kings do for Counters: for uf 
he had reipetted it, he would 
never have burnt it, and con- 


| ſumedirt with flie: yet thou 


Satan doeſt deceive worldly 
wile men, giving them drofle 
tor gold, which 1s no better 
then Copper Counters ; at1:d in 
the mean time thou maket 
them dic:ivethemiclves of an 
everlaſt.vg treaſure. Exrthly 
tre4.u e may be Compaied t© 
eliflc.whichis fo bridle a mie 
till, ic C.n never continue 
|-rp ; torat it might be now a 
man hathic to do him good, 
2nd in the turcing of a hand ir 
is broken, and worth nothing :; 


| even ſo is it with the tralh and 


: 


peli ofthis world, and the lite 
of man, which is but a breath ; 


and 


BLzssSING, 
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and vw hat cen þ. of lelic power 


then a breath ? 

The Scripture faith, It is like 
a vapour n hich appeareth ud, ny, 
and is as ſudienly fone again. 
Chriifl fa! th, Ti ou fool. this night 


ſha they take away thy f-ul from 


thee:then whoſe thin;s ſhal! theſe be | 


that thou haſt gathered topether ? 


If our Savivur Chriſt calleth | 
him a foo], that tareth for | 


earthly things, I know he is 
a fool; and therefore theu 

ſhale not make me ſo ſimple, 
bur thou (hale make me wile; 
for I will ever be watchful and 
wary in all my waics, conti- 


— —  ——— 


nually attending upon the. 


Lon of Gud, Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord and Siviuur, that thou 
may ſt not find me alone;l will 
allo keep company with the 
gudly, by which means the 


way | 
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way ot our Savivuc will be 
made more ealjie for me, for 
' When many pudly men are to- 
gether they incourage one a- 
| nothecr to that which is good. 
| CHAP. 35. 
| Illeneſſe and covetouſneſſe to be | 
| avoided. 
Ne” although every ſinne_ 
be a great hinderance to 
| praver, yet idlencfſe and coves | 
tou'nefſe are two of the great-_ 
eſt, and therefore we ought 
moſt earnefily to pray againſt ' 
' theſe (ins, a1d take heed of 
ſuch iports and rccreations, ' 
' which haveno wartant in the 
Word of G :d; tor many ate fo 
carried away with jdlenelle 
| and p.ftimes,that they can find 
| No time to pray, and therefure 
| we had nect to be very circums- 
| ſpelt, and watchiu 1 over our 
| (elves. 
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(elves, leſt we be ſnared with | 

this part of tke Devils policy; | 

torifa min take not hced, Sa- | 

tan will hl his heart (o full of 

theſe vein and id'e paſtimes, 

chic he ſhall never kave any re- 

eard of preparing himſelt to 

pray. God ſaith, Six daies thou Exod, 

ſhalt labour and ds all that th ou haſt | 29. 9. 

to do;ar'd therefore be ſure thre 

'$no time appotated in the fix 

daics to follow your idle pla- 

(ures and ports: And the ſeventh Rom. 

day we muſt keep holy. The holy | 14- 13- 

GHholt ſaith, Ihatſoever is not of | 

faith, fin, and thuu canſt do | 

vothing of faith, except thou | © 

hadt good warrant for it in | 

the Word of God: and the | 

Word of God faith, Redeem the : 

time, for the daies are evil. And 7 

thou canſt not redeem the time 

with vain recreations. I ſpeak 
not 
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| not tO | bar any from lawful] 
| recreation, but to warn you 
| to take heed, that for alictle} 
| fooliſh and idle pleaſure,' 
| | which preſently cometh to an 
| 

| 


!end, you loſe not a glorious 
| Kingdome which endurcth for| 

| ever. And this Kingdome can 
never be gotten without pri- 
vate,true and faithful prayer; 
| | tor alt hough Chriſt hath al- 
' rezdy obtained it tor us, yet| 
| we have no promiſe of it, 
| ' :xcept welay hold' on him by | 
|  taith, which taich we can never | 
| have, except we pray for the | 

| | holy Ghuft to enlighten us, | 
| ; andteach us to lay hands on | 
| | Chriſt. You muſt continually 
| | call for mercy and grace : mer- | 
| cy for thy finne, and grace to | 
(ſerve God. And this I am well 
| ; aſſured of, that hearing of the | 
| Word ' 


— 
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Word preached is the very | 
means that God hath appoin- | 
ted for the obtaining ot taith, 
and by no means may you 
neple& thar, except you will 
contern the counſell of the 
holy Ghoſt, which I pray God 
for Chriſts lake you never 
may do. The holy Gholt tel- 
leth you, that Paul planteth, and 1 Cor. 
Aprio watereth, but God giveth 3: %* 
the increaſe. You mult alwai-s 
have your prayers alcending 
tothe Almighty God,to delire 
him to ſend the ſhowres ot his 
grace into your hearts, that | 
the ſeed of his word may grow 
and bring forth fruit to ever: 
laſting life. 
CHAP. 37. 
A dangerous let of prayer. | 
I Will let you underſtind in | 
my judgement, what is one | 
of | 
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| of the greateſt hinderances un-| 
| to prayer, that can be; butit 

is {o c'ofe and ſubtle an enemy 

unto mankinde, that I can by} 

no means diſcover it fo well as 

[| would, for it is (o cunning! 
; and ſo terciblean allurance off} 
| the devil, that it draweth ma- 
'ny more from true and faith- 

tu] prayer, then any net that 

ever he laid : but I cannot wel] 
ce]! which way to deſcribe it 
' unto you, I cannot ſay that ir 
is altogether Covetouſneſle : 
| for as David faith, If it bad been 
| an open enemy that had don? me thu 
| diſhonour, I could have born it ; Sc 

I may ſay, it it werean open 
| tin, which would deprive you 
| of this benefit of prayer, per- 
| adventure I ſhould finde ſome 
| way to diſgrace it unto you 
| but ic is a thing that carrieth 
| ſome 


& 
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1- ſome colour of goodneſs, even 
it Samongft them that think them- 
| ſelves good, and yet indeed it 
is ſtark naught, and deceiveth a 
multitude, and it frequenteth 
every place, City, and Town ; 
and amongſt all ſorts of peo- 
ple, Husbandmen, Tradeſmen, 
*|Fand all kinds of Arts and pro- | 
feſſions in the world, ſo that I 
cannot as I would, tell you 
which way to [hun it: I would 
to God it were not amongſt 
Preachers. 

Now,as well as I can, I will 
explain it unto you. Itis an 
overmuch care of thole things 
which a man may lawfully 
uſe. For man bing earth,theſe 
earthly things bear much ſway 
in bis minde,and eſpecially be- 
cauſe they carry the name of 
lawfull; and ſo they make a 

H man 
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' man forget the Law of God 
and negle& the duty of prayer 
the which tvo things being 
ovei{lij ped, he Joſeth the prof 
miſe of the Goſpe], wbich i 
an everlaſting Kingdome. Andſ 

' that itis bus, I will make if 

; more plain unto you, becauſe 

' T hope God wil give you gract | 
to ſhun it, which I deſire youf 

| may, for Chriſts lake. Man be 
ing earth, and Satan being thg 

' Prince of this earth,he labou 

' to ſet mens earthen mindes al 

, together on this earthet 

 world,u hich he way eaſily do 
for man being earth by natur 
and gen:rally inclined to lay 
earthly things, he is the mor 

 ealily drawn unto this earth]; 
 affeQion, It igeven as if a mal 

' ſhould run down a ſteep Hill 
he can more eafily run dow: 

the! 
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er then i up ſofclz:even ſo,man_ | 


can ealier run aſter theſe earth- 
ly things,then ſtay himfelfin a 
| mean. He hath nothing to help | 
bis earthly nature, bur grace : | 
which he muſt needs pray ho | 
orelfe hecan never have: yer | 
ac} doth he follow the things of | 
10 [earth ſo mn uch, that he hath no {+ 
be leaſureto pray for ic. In the | 
4 21ght when he ſhouJd meditate | 
(on the Law of God by the ap- | 
pointment of the holy Ghoſt, | 


thing or other, either of this 
bargaining, or thet purchaſe, 
f or ſuch like : when oftentimes 
I he might be much more happy 
{to be without it. And me 
thioks he that can think of 
heavea and have it, is well e- 
nough: bur theſe kinde of peo- 
I ple would have heaven and 


{ heis thinking of ſome earthly | 


— =— earth | 
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{ Mat, 17, earth too. Itis laid, 1t #4 
hard a thing for a rich man to b 
| ſaved, as for a Camel to cree) 
- thrcugh the eye of a Needle. And 
this ts the cauſe of it : his head 
| is fo bulicd about earthly 
' things, that be lawſull, that 
| he forgets to meditate of the 
| Law of Godin the night : And 
' In the morning when he 
' ſhould pray, before he car 
ſettle himſelf to it, bis earth] 
| buſineſſe is ſo much, and re 
quires ſo great haſt, that the 
he cannot ſtay to pray, but i 
he do,they are ſuch prayers a 
ſome offer ro their Saints; the 
ſpeak of God, but their heart! 
are on the world: ſome ar: 
troubled with their Merchan 
 Oize, ſome with buying ant 
| ſelling, ſome coveting'to gro 
| rich, ſome caſting to Omen 
| rael 


Ll 
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[their families, but their riches! 


are ſo unlawfully uſcd, and fo | 


hard a matter it is for them to 
\uſe them lawially that it can- 
;not by any nieans be cxprelſed. 
[But the moſt mercitull and 
mighty God, hath taught man 
what to do in ſuch a caſe, 
which is to meditate in his 
Lawes day and night, and then 


in due ſeaſon, and (hall know 
when to (ſerve God, and when 
'to deal in the world. Take 
heed therefore, you fee what 


he ſhall bring forth his truic 


danger you are in, whileſt you | 


are here on earth; for this is a 
dangerous diſeale, and many 
die of it : and therefore cleave 


F | to-the mercies of God in J:ſus 


Chriſt ; which hath given you 
ſuch warning of this de{perate 


diſeaſe,faying, Labour not for the 
H 3 meat 


| 
| 


| 


' 
' 


| 
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f , diſeaſe, ſaying, Labour not for the 
| ' meat that periſheth, but for the food {| 
| | of everlaſting life. Thus you ſee Þ 
; what Chriſt ſaith, he bids you 
| 

| 


| not /aocur for earthly things, he 
' tels you, they periſh, he bids you | 
| Jabour for the food of the 
| foul which ſhall never have 
'end. The holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
' Bodily labour profiteth little : but 
| gedlineſſe is profitable to all things, 
| which bath the promiſe of this life | 
| preſent, and which is to come. 
| | Here you ſee, godlinefle hath 
| the promiſe of the life preſent, 
and therefore I marvel] men | 
| ſhould refuſe to be godly; it 
| hath the promiſe of the life 
preſent, and of the life to 
' come; Whereas worldlineſſe 
' hath not ſo much promiſe as 
| ofthe life preſent. Godlineſſe is 


great gain. Would you have 
gain ? 


ee ret 


— — 


» I, © 


_— —_ SFF TY” A © ans 


_ _ 
—_— 


w (hall you have your d: fire, 
for that purchaſerh a King- | 
[dome,andit is profitabl: tor al 


God, and all things elſe (þall be | 11, 
miniſtred unto you. | 
Here Chrift promiſed, that ' 
if you wil ſerve God,al world- | 
ly things ſhall be given unto 


morrow, let to marrow care for it 34 


'F ſelf; the day bath mough of its own 


grief. Here you (ee Chriſt 
would not have you care fo 
|_uce for thele earthly things 

' a8 you do. Caſt all your eare upon | p;.1 

| God, for be eareth for you. Here | 37+ 5, 
you ſce that God! recth you of | 


[| 


all your earthly cares, and. 
telleth you that he caketh care| 
for you, as it he (hould ſay : | 


Your care can do you no 
| H 4 good, 


things. Seek firſt the Kingdome of | Mat, 6, 


you,ſaith Chriſt : Care 7ot for to Mart. s, | 


| 
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for you: as it a father ſhould 
' fay to his ſon, Goe to the 
School of Learning, ſtudy to 
ſerve God, your King and 
Countrey, and [I will provide 
you all things neceſſary, and 
you ſnall want nothing. 


| Labonr for Learning,or elſe 


you can never get it; that is a 


you, you muſt get it by your 
own induſtry and diligent 
ſtudy, if you will haveit : but 


Maſter to teach you, a diligent 
ſervant to attend you, a diſ- 


creet Counſellour to admo.. 

nith you, a witneſlc of the wel. 

(pending of your time, a |. 
faich- 


| good, and therefore take none; 
ſerve me, and will take care 


a thing which I cannot buy for | 


when you have ir, it is more. 
worth then all I can leave you. 
| beſides. It will bea wiſe 


—_— —  _—_ OS 


— 


nes, 
are | 


1d 


CE AU ETP——_—— —— — —— 


BL2es$SING. 


—— > ——— — — RY 


aichful fiend, and of gEreat | 
account," able to credit thee | 
even With Princes : and theſe | | 
things cannot by avy means | 

be gotten -without thine own | 
diligent ſtudy. Even fo our 
loving Father in Chriſt, tels | 
us, by the mouth of his Son | 
our Saviour, that vie ſhould | 
| Not care for theſe earthly | 
| things, for they (hall be given | 
| unto us : But we mult care for 
| the Kingdome of Heaven, for 
' that cannot begotten without : 
| care and labouring for : and , 


|. this Is a thing worth our 


| Iabourz this is a Kingdome ; 
and latch for ever, it will | 
| | bring comfort to your hearts, 
even in thi; life, and bring you | 
in favour wick God and all | 
'good men, and everlaſting 
. | happineſſe, without woe, want , 
61 H $ or | 
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' tell you what cauſe you have 
| tofake care for this Kingdom : 
If you loſe it, you fall into a 
| pit of cyerlaſling d:{trution, 
| where you ſhall be tormented 
| with Fire and Brimſtone for 
' ever and ever, where no man 
| there 1s no redemption, and 
| therefore by a!l means poſlible, 
| I adviſe you to take heed, 
| Chriſt cndured the pains. of 


fore you may beleeve me, if 
you could bear all the pains 


could be delivered, you would 


| the world ; nay, you would 
. never love the world, nor any 
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or end. Furthermore I will 


| ſhall erxer come out again; for, 


| hel] for you, bccaule he pitied 
' you, and knew you were not 
able to overcome them. There-| 


| of hell one, hour, and then 


' never come there again for all: 


—_ "thing | 


| | Devil get you once there, you 


| pho now, it they come 
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thing that is in it, becauſe they 
are nothing but baits to draw 
| men to deftcu&ion. Bur it the | 


— 


can never come back ayain; | 
(and Chriſt will never feich you 
(from him, for the Devill and! 
he are enemies, and he is able 
to live without any of his 
ſervants : for thoſe that will 
ſerve him, ſhall have an ever-« | 
| lating Kingdome, and live in | 
| Joy and happineſs; and thofe | 
| that will ſerve the Devil, he 
| will torment them in fire and | 
| brimftone for ever. | 
| Now if Satan can get any, 
| to ſerve him, he is worthy to | 
| have: them, for Chriſt will ; 
[none of them : and therefore | 


once in hell wich the Devil], | 
hea ſhal never come in hezven 
Ye - 
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with Chriſt, for he is juſt and 
will not meddle with the fer- 


'vants of another. But if any 


ſee his filthy and baſe waics , 

and conſider the miſerable 
and wretched eftate it will | 
bring him unto; and then turn 


| to me (faith Chrift) anddehie | 


the Devill and all his works, ' 
and ſerve me, 1 will ſave him : | 
for 1 am a Saviour, and that 
is my name, and my gory: | 


| for there is no Saviour but 


my ſelf: I came into the world. to 
ſave ſinners,but not ſuch ſinners 
as will ſerve the Devill: for) 
though there be none in the 
World but ſinners, yet thoſe 
that love me and keep my 
Commandements, them will 
| fave : but they that ſerve the. 
Devill, ] will deſtroy and tor-| 
ment them. Although all are, 
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ſinners, vet ine 6 nners thar 
pluck up their itynes, as a 
Gardner pulleth up his weeds, 
and caſt them behinde them, 
land follow me; although they 
be weak and fear that they 
cannot overtake me, yet I will 
put forth my hand, and take 
hold of them, they ſhall not 
need to fear. The bruiſed Reed 
will not I break, and ſmoking flax 
will Inot quench : I come to binde. 
up the broken-bearted, to preach 
| liberty to the captives, ard to com- 
fort them that moun : Let all that 
lobour, and are heavy laden, come 
to me, and I will eaſe them, But 
| thoſe that follow their finnes, 
|and are merry and joyfull, and | 
[carry them lightly, and never 
feel any weight in them, they 
never call' for help to bear ; 
| chem: they carry them wel] 
\ enough | 
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| enough they dance after the 
| Devils pipe, they follow the 


| ſervants follow me : for they 


— * 


| helpeth them forward, and the 
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Devil more ſwiftly, then my 


follow nature, and the Devil 


world is a friend to them both, 
and they like laden Afles fol- | 
low the Devil with his trea- 
ſure, and make him their Lord 
and Maſter, and yet ſome of 
them will not ſtick to fay, 
they hope I will ſave them, 
although I haye often told| 
them, I will fave none but my 
ſcrvants,and I will not meddle 
with them, for if they will 
ſerve me, they muſt clean for- 
lake mine enemy, the Devill, 
tor hes an enemy to me and 
all mine, and doeth all the 
deſpight againſt us that he can, 
and I will not ſave him that 
will 
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i. 4 


—_— — — 
= ———S 


Biz$$SING, 


— — — 


will ferve mine enemy ; and 


therefore let them never pre- 
lume upon my mercy, for I 
bave told them, that, The hope 
of the ungodly ſhall periſh. He that 
is an ungodly perſon, a ſwear- 
er, a drunkard, a profaner of 
the Lords day,falſein religion, 
careleſſe in life, and yet hopes 
co be ſaved by me, his hope is 
in vain, and grounded upon 
no foundation; for I never 
made promiſe to ſave any 
ſuch, and therefore they have 
no reaſon to ſay, They hope, 


me, and aſſuredly 1 will ſave him. 


I will fave them; «<xcept they 
ſpeedily return from the devil 
and his waies, and follow 
me and my wales, for I have 
plainly told them, He that will 
be my Diſciple, muſt forſake him- 
ſelf, take up bis Criſſe, ard follew 


Now 
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; and then when he had done all 
| the hurt that he could againſt 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| more, then he would come to | 


Now tell me then, how 
would a man like one that 
ſhould: ſerve his utter enemy; 
and do what his enemy could 
deviſe tohurtand prieve him, 


him, when he could do no 


him, and think to have a great 
bleſſing, and a great benefit of 
him ? he ſhould ſurely be {de- 
ceived. Then with what face 
can a (inner go to Chriſt, to 
ſave him when he dieth, who 
would never ſerve Chriſt 
while he lived ? Though God 
bath commanded him to caſt 
all his care upon him, .for he 
would care for him;yet hehath 
ſpent almoſt all his time in fer- 
Ving the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil. | 
CHAP. | 
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| 
| 
| 


, our Father, our Maker aid 


CHAP. 38. 

Reaſons of caſting our care upon 
od. 

Will cell you great reaſon 


why you ought to caſt all | 


your care upon God,and none 
upon the World; for God is 


Govern-onr, and our Feeder : 


CHRIST is our Saviour. Now | 
' the Father and Governour 


knoweth what is fit for the 
childe better then the childe : | 
for the childe would ſurfeit if | 


he might have his own will: | 
therefore let him be content ! 
with that which his Gover- | 
nour will give him. Another 


great reaſon why we ſhould ' 
caſt all our care upon God, ie, * 
becauſe when the Devill ma- | 
keth all his poyſonous baits, | 


wherewith he draweth an in- | 


numes 
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| numerablc co: mMyaizy of ſouls | 


| to bell. he cuvereth them all 
' with ſome worldly thing or 


| other, chat chey may not ſee 


' the hook: ſome he covereth. 
| with golu, ſume with filver, | 
| * . | 
| ſore wich earth, ſome wich 


| clay, ſome with honour,ſome 

| with beauty, ſome with one 

| thing, and ſome with another. 
; He will not lay his baits alike ; 

| for he is cunninger then a 

| fiſher : he knoweth a little bait 

| will ſerve for a litthe filh, and 

a great baict for a great Fiſh, 

| for a great bait will not ſerve 


tle bait will not ſerve to catch 


baits, as the canning fiſher 
well knoweth : but with theſe 
baits he muſt have a ſhar 

wa. 


to catch a litele fiſh, nor a lit- | 


'F 


a great fiſh, And beſides this |} 
he muſt have the alteration of il 
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1s | hook to take them, and a : long 
" | line to draw them to himſelf. 
| | So ſoon as he ſecth they have | 
ce | {wallowed the ſweet bait, he | 
h [|| lets them play a while with | 
r, || it, but before it be long he 
h ||| draweth them out of the ſweet | 
1c | ſtream, the water of life, and 
\e | aroweth them intoa pan of 
r  boyling liquek : and as ſome. 
| time the fiſher is fain to in- | 
a ||| tangle the fiſhes with his Nets, 
c || and ſo take them: even lo 
4 || Satan findeth the humour of 
| every man, and then he ſearch- | 
e || eth in the world to finde a bait 
| fit for him, and having found | 
| the bait, hepreſently poyſon- | 
is | eth it: then he puts in a. 
;f ij hook anda line, to draw him 
r || from the _ ſweer ftream,the | 
- | water of life, the word of 
| God; and then he lets them | 


play ' 
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| "| play a a while with the poyſo. 
ned baits of the World, and. 
even fo drawes them to him, 
and throwes them into a 
| Furnace of boyling brimſtone, 
whe boyling ſhall never. end. 


| Now, there is none that can | 


| keepus from the baits of the 
| devill, but only God our Fa- | 
| | ther, our Governour, our Sa- | 

| viour and San@ifier ; and had | 


| we not need then to caſt al our | 


| care upon God, fith we are in 
| {o great a danger,and none can | 

' keep us from the Devill but 
| he? We cannot keep our ſelves 
| from the baits of the Devil,no 
more then children can guide 
themſelves in all their waies, 
| to feed, learn, govern, and 
| cloath themielves,withour the 

| help of their father and gover- 
| nor. Shall the children depend 


only 


| 


| 
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only upon their Father and 
Governour, and {ball not we! 
depend only upon our God, 
thatis our Maker, our Father, 
and ourGovernour? and who, | 
when we fell from him, and | 
followed the counſell of the 
Devill, ſent his only Son to 
die for us, agd to cndure the | 
paines of hell for us? The 

holy Ghoſt ſaith, If be bathg;- | Rom.8, 
ven his Son for us, will he not |3*» 
with bim give us all things alſo ? 
and yet ſhall we not dare to 
depend upon him ? Is he not 
ableto dry up the waters of 
the red Sea,that thou mighteſt : 
go on foot dry-ſhod thorow ? 
Cannot he rain thee Manna, ' 
that thou needeft not ſtarve? 
Cannot our God glve thee 
water out of the Rock? He 
giveth the water out of the 
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Rock ' 


Es uy — OC— Cs ———_—— —  —— 


— 


— 


| 174 The MotTH ans 
| Rock Chritt, every day : Oh 
| that thou wouldeſt receive it ! 
But I know what thou woul- 
deſt bave; thou wouldeſt have 
| Quailes to fulfill thy luſt : for 
Jam, x, | luſt when it conceiveth, bringeth 
15, forth ſingard ſin when it # finiſhed, 
| bringeth forth death ; Then 
| mayſtthoucry, O wretched man 
\Rom. | that T am,who ſhall deliver me from 
17-24. | the body of this death! T thank 
| God through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 
It #s he that muſt deliver me from 
this body of death. And yer 
thou wilt not follow him, nor 
| depend upon him. Another 
reaſon why thou ſhouldeſt 
| follow Chriſt, and depend 
upon him, is, becauſe it the 
| Devil tinde thee at any time 
alone, thou canſt not eſcape 
| his hands, and therefore my | | 
| __ defire is, that I might 
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perſwade you to caft all-your 
careupon God, and none up- 
on the world : nay I pray God 
that Chrift may prevail with 
you, for he hath gone about to 
perſwade you: already, and 
cold you a Treaſon; For he 
careth for you: andif he careth 
[for you, you need no more 
care, for you ſhall be well 
provided for : therefore obey 
him, caſt all your care upon 
him, and care not for this 
world; live as he hath ap- 
.|pcinted you, labour in your 
vocation fix daics, and keep 
the ſeventh holy to the Lord, 
and in all your labour uſe no 
kinde of deceit, nor defire to 
be rich. Do you labour in 
your vocation, and be ſure 
you pray morning and even- 
ing, andat noon, and at all 

rIMEs. _ _ SE [ 
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| times; and hear and read the|[M 
Word of GOD, and medi.|{<n 
cate on that day and night, |ſÞ: 
and follow CHRIST, and take 
hold on him by faith : let] yc 
that be all your «are, and for|{R« 
your bodily goods take no|fY« 
care. If you dare not truſt God|ſ|th 
with your bodies,who feedeth|yc 
them as you fee every day ;||W 
how dare you truſt him with|jne 
your ſouls, which you cannot || C: 
well diſcern by reaſon ofiſfo 
your earthly nature ? You|fo! 
have a promiſe for your bo- 
dies, if you will ſerve God, 
and keep his Commande- 
ments ; and yet many dare not 
truſt him : they would ſerve 
him with all their hearts, if 
they durſt truſt his Word. It 
; they ſhould loſe their mortall 
| bodies, it were but a ſmall 
matter, 


Rm 
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he|[matcer, for chey muft have an 
j.\Jead. And for your ſouls, you 
t,\ ſhave but his Word and P:o- 
kefjmiſe, upon condition that 
et||you follow Chrift, and cake 
or hold of him by faith : now if 
zo/hyou neglet the condition, 
»d\fithe Promiſe is void, and yet 
thilyou ſay, 'you durſt truſt God 
: 3 [wich your ſouls, when you 
th/|never go about to keep his 
ot \|[Commandements : you never 
of iffollow Chriſt, nor. take hold 
zu |fof him by faich, nor have you 
9- any experience by yourbadies, 
for you never truſt Chrift. 
David faith, T have killed a Lim 
and a Bear, and therefore I dare 
venture on this uncircumciſed Phi- 
liftim. 1f he had ſuffered the 
Lyon and the Bear to have 
11 |Jovercome him, he had never 
11 [overcome the Gyant, and then 
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had he never been made the 
| Kings Son. So, if thou wilt 
' overcome that great Goliah, 
' thou muſt fiift kill the Lyon 
and the Bear : thou muſt firſt 
overcom the Temptations of 
' the World, it thou meaneſt to 
' overcome the Devill, and fo 
be made the Kings Son of 
Heaven, 


_ — 


CHAP. 39. 


| Againſt immederate care. 


Ur Saviour ſaith, Gare no 


| for to morrow, let to morroy 
' care for it ſelf; the dey batl 
| enough with his own grief. Here 


| | you ſee that our Saviour pitie 


you, that you will take ſuch 


you ſhould not care for the 
next morrow, becauſe you 
dc 
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care; and willeth you that 
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do not know whether you 


ab | {ball livecil] then orno: for 
'$| Chriſt ſaith,Thoy fool, this night | 
5 Rf Fil they take away thy foul from | 
thee. As if Chriit ſhould; 
ſay, it thou dyeſt with taking | 
{6 careefor this World, thou 
loſeſtthe Kingdome of Heaven, | 
and thou ſhalt lye burning in 
hell fice. Then, doſt thou not 
(hew thy ſelf a fool, co take ſo 
much care for this World, 
fince thou knoweſt that hel] 
w fre is 'before thee, thy goods 
__ | are behind thee, and thou 
al knoweft not who ſhafl enjoy 
er hem? If thou thinkeſt thy 
wy Children (hall, thou knoweſt 
\cþI| 2ot whether they ſhall live or 
$\ no, or ſpend and waft them 
hd] wickedly , as thou perhaps 
| haſt gotten them, or whe- 
ther they ſhall be other- 
"ER 8 wayes | 
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f | wayes | deprived of thew,| 


r- 
CO 
Fl 


! Or no. 
A thouſand wales may ſepa- 
rate thy ſons and their goods 
| far aſunder : thou knoweſt not 
| but that the World may end; 
| \ thou knoweſt not what ſhall 
| | become of thy goods, or whes- | 
ther any body (hal enjoy 
them ornot : and to ſay the 
truth, ſome of you make ſure 
| work, that none ſhall enjoy 
them, for whoſoever getteth 
| them, were better be without 
' them, if they be not gotten in 
; the fear of God, and then they 
' cannot beenjoyed in the Faith 
of Chriſt ; for it is not Jaw- 
full to have ftolne goods in 
' thy houfe: and thy goods 
| ' may bring a puniſhment upon 
| thy children; and therefore 
| | thou art afool to take ,any | 
| | care 


— 
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| wiſdome, and in the faith ot 
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care at alleither tor or about | 
theſe things, and thou arc a 
fool, becauſe thou doeſt care, 
yea, and ſpend all thy care 
about theſe things, Thou 
knoweſt if thou doſt not ſpend | 
thy time in the fear of God, 
which is bat the beginning of 


Chriſt, which is the «nd and 
finiſhing of wiſdome; thou 
thy felf, thy body and thy ſoul 
ſhall Iye burning in hell fire 
for ever and ever, and there is 
no means for thee to be delive- 


red. Thou mayſt turn thee 
and tumble thee in the fire of 
hell, and canſt never get our, 
and wonder at thy ſelf, that 
thou wert ſuch a fool to take' 
care for thoſe things which! 
thou ſhouldeſt never know | 


| what became of them, and take, 
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Hiede or no care for thy ſelf; 
when thou knoweſt thou 
ſhould ſt come to this wretched 
and miſerable end, that would 
never end. 

Here, in the warld, none 
dare call-a rich man fool; 
but Chriſt faith, he is a foo], 
that ſerteth his heart on theſe 
worldly things. But if by 
taking care for worldly 
things, he mifſe heaven, and 
{all into hel}, he will call 'bim- 
ſelf a thcuſand millions of 
fouls, that omitting better 
things, he would take care for 
this World which is worth 
nothing ; nay, itis worſe then 
nothing; for kis own con- 
ſcience will tell him; if he 
had had nothing, he ſhould 


have cared for nothing, and 


ſo he might have ſerved God, 


and 
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; | and zone to heaven : and has | 
| \ving ſomething, his care was 

w much to compaſſe more , 

that ind:ed he hath gotten 
{ (nothing but 'everlaſting tor- 
ment. 

And now he knoweth not 
what to do: ſumetimes he 
thinks, I would I might creep 
through ten thonſand hele,and 
be ten thouſand millions of 
times in crawling through 
them, to goe to Chriſt, and ' 
then get Faith, and take hold 
on Chriſt : for he knoweth 
now, that none can come to 
God, but by faith in his Son; | 
for the which he would now 
take all the pains that could 
ever be adviſed, to obtain that | 
faich in the end; and yet he! 
thought whilſt he was in ho 


World, that one Sermon in a 
I 4 moneth 
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moneth would have ſerved 
| him to have gotten that faith : 
| 


but he ſeeth he would not be- 
Tieve the Word of God; for 
Gods own word willed him 
that h< ſhould not labour for the 
meat that periſheth, but for the 
food of everlaſting life. And leſt 
|he ſhould doubt of theſe 
things which G«d faith; 
Chriſt ſaith, Conſtder the Lillies 
of the field, they lab.ur not, neither 
ſpin they: I ſay unto you, that 
Solomon in all bis glory was not 
cloathed like one of theſe. If God ſo | 
cloath the grafſe which is here to 
day, and to morrow i caſt into the 
| furnace, will he not do much more 
| for you, O ye of little Faith ! 
\ Here Chriſt tels them that 
will not belicve his promiſe, 
and follow his counſell, they 
are of little Faith, And the 
| r holy 
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- holy Ghoſt telleth us, that | 
ed ||| Faith cometh by hearing of the | 
t ; Word preached : and, Without 


© If | faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: | | 
or 'f[ And there were never any 
M |} ſaved but by faith, nor. there 
$ were never any damned, but 


for want of faith. For the / 
eſt holy Ghoſt faith, He thzt 
cometh to God,. muſt believe that 
God #4, and that be is a rewarder 
"| || of them thar- ſeek, him; He did 
not belecve that God would | 
| provide. for him in this 
y World, and ſave him in. the 
fo next, becauſe he wanted Faith. 


4 And he wanted Faith be- 
$i cauſe his delight was not at | 


1 | || Maries was, to leave his world- 


d ly affairs, and to hear the 
. word preached. He could not 
?| | [Pray that he might profic by 


P the Word preached, be-| 
e 5 canſe! 
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| cauſe he had no knowledge! 
| by the Word to fee © his 
» Wants, 6 

He had no knowledge be- 
cauſe he had not continually 
heard and read the Word, 
which would have taught 
him to have known God and 
himſelf. If he prayed ſome- 
times without knowledge and 
faith, his prayers were vain 
and frivolous. 

And thus he feeth it was his 
| own negligence that brought 
him to Hel], becauſe he would 
not labour for the meat that 
periſhed not, and now he is 

ſo vexed at himſelf b:cauſe 
| he did not follow: the counſel 
of our bleſſed Sayiour Chrift, 
that took ſuch pains for him 
and gave him ſo many- warn- 
| Ings, and told him how” he 
| _*©* ſhontId 
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I (hould find it, it he re] 


follow his counſell; that he 
would now if it were pofli- | 
ble, be revenged on himſclf: 
as Fudas, when he had done 
that which Ohriſt had warn- 
ed him of, and ſaw that now ! 
it could not be undone, he | 
laid violent hands on himſelf, 
to be revenged upon himſelf. 
But when they fee they can- | 
not be revenged on them- | 
ſelves,nor no way can mitipate 
their torment, then they are | 
ten thouſand times more tor- | 
mented with torments, which | 
cannot be expreſſe:i; then | 
they will dehe Satin, and cry | 
out againſt the World they | 


loved (o well, and fay Sat? Ly 


laid all his baits by the. 
things which are hn the 
| World,. yea, Many baits: he} 
| laid | 
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laid, and took many even with 
things that were Jawfull ts 
be uſed in the World by the 
appointment of God, as you 
ſhall fee. Meat is ordained 
of God for the nouriſhment 
of man; and yet how many 
doth Satan take with the| 
finne of Gluitony ? And 
therefore take heed that thou 
| Cor, | eateſt temperately. Meat is| 
[6 1. ordained for the belly, and the 
belly for meat, but God will de- 
froy both them and it. .Drink 
is very lawful, yet how ma- 
ny doth Satan take with the 
ſinne of Drunkennefſe? and 
therefore Chriſt (aith, Take 
Luk. | heed left at any time your bearts 
1.3% | be qvercome with drunkenneſſe, 
and ſurfeiting, and cares of this: 
| world. Mark this counſell of 
CHRIST, Leſt: at any _ | 
| $ 


| —— Ee , 
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Asif he ſhould ſay, Be con- 
tinually careful, I: thou arc 
overcome with ſurfeiting and 
druokennefle, and cares of 
this world, for thou mayf 
ſurfeit, and be drunken with 
any thing thou takeſt care for 
in this world. 

And therefore Chrift faith, 
Take nocare, and do not ſay, What 
ſhall we eat, and what ſhall we 
drink? and wherewith ſhall we 
be chathed ? for after theſe things 
ſeek the Gentiles... And your bea- 
venly Father knoweth, you have 
need of theſe things : but firſt 
ſeek the Kingdom: of God, and 
his righteouſneſſe, and all theſe 
things ſhall be minifired unto you. 
Ob che mercy of God, which 
would tel] you that your hea- 
venly Father knew that you 


| had necd- of: theſe things,. and 


he 
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| he would give you that he[ | | 
knew ſufficient! Seek ye the | 
| 


| Kingdome of Heaven and theſe 
if things ſhall be miniſtred unto you. 
Seck ye the heavenly treaſure, 
and a little of this earthly 
traſh will ſerve the turn. 
| Andit you know how Satan 
hath poyſoned all, or the moſt 
of it, you would be afraid 
F | to take any of it. But if you 
take nothing but at my hands 
(laith Chriſt) Satans poyſon 
(hall never hurt you ; but if 
you begin to be your own 
Carvers, Satan will ſo ſawce 
it with ſweet poyſon, that 
he will deceive the wiſeſt 
worldlings in the world. And 
therefore ſee you take no- 
thing but at the hands of the 
Lord; for Satan hath | ſpread 
his. net, as. the Spider. _ 
er 
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her Web. * Now the Spider | 


lyeth cloſe hidden in a dark 
hole; untill the (illy Fly be 
intangled, and then he comes 
and taketh her as his own ; 
and even ſo Satan lyeth cloſe 
untill he ſce you entangled 
with the things ofthis World, 
and then he claimeth the 
world, and you,and all for his 
Own, 


CHAP. 40. 

The poyſon of outn ard things. 

E E how Satan hath poy- 

(oned all things in this 
World: as Apparel), with 
pride ; Honour with haugh- 
tineſſe; Beauty, with vanity 
Recreation , with ſwearing 
Riches, with covetoulſneſle ; 


Ta thing clean againſt reaſon : 
[for the naturall, man wouJd 
La Koo he; t 


- think 
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| thiak, that he which is rich, 
need not to be covetous, and 


| yea,and even our vertues, how 
doth Satan ſeek to poyſon 
them ? As for liberality, how 


| doth he ſeek to poyſon it 


with prodigality; and honeſt 
labour with carefulneſle ? 
And therefore . Siint Fobn 
ſaith, Love not th: World ner 
the things that are in the World ; 
for the love of the World is enmity 
to God. Then ſome worldly 
man will (ay, What ? ſhall we 
do nothing? Yes : but fee 
how ſoon- the Devill will lay 
a ſnare to irtangle thee with- 
all, that thou mayſt be idle; 
the very bait with the which 


| he catcheth all; for many 


| defice goods, that they —_ 


yet it 1s commonly ſeen, the|} 
more rich the more covetous ; | | 


—_ 
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be idle; and the Devill hatch 
| ſome leiſure to talk with a 
| man, when heis idle; and 
| idlenefſe bringeth a man to 
many vain recreations, and ſo 
to much eating and drink- 
|ing, and to many wicked 
finnes. The holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
that we ſhell give account for 
every idle word that we ſpeak: 
and therefore thou mayft not 


| be idle by any means. Thou | 


muſt labour ſix daies, for 
God hath commanded thee 
ſo to doe : and thou muſt doe 
it, not forany care thou haſt 
| of the World; but becauſe 
| God commanded thee, and 
thou muſt ſhew thy ſelf obe- 
| dient tohim ; and all thy care 
| in chy labour muſt be how 
to pleaſe him, and leave the 
ſuccelle of thy labour to him : 


| 


and 


_— —_ 


The MOTHERS 


| and thou muit be carciull 12 
| thy labour, that thou takeſt 


no care for thine own probit, j| 


| nor thine own pleaſure, but 
| how to pleaſe God, and-then! 
let it pleaſe thee : but be ſure 
it pleaſe not thee, and offcnd' 
God. And thus thou muſt! 
labour fix dayes, and follow; 
the Commandement of Gd, | 
and his example, after whoſe | 
l-:iage thou art made, and 
whom thou art to imitate: 
he laboured and made in fix 
| dayes theſe things for thee; | 
labour thou to obey him :' 
he laboured and looked over! 


his work, and ſaw it was: 


good: fo thou muſt labour 
and look over thy work, 
and ſee that it be good before 
God. Though there are many 
imperfeCtions in thee, yet 

becauſe 


| 
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nf. becauſe thou art reconciled to 
Mt | God in Chriſt, and now 
It, || ſheweſt thy bumble obedi- 
ut F/'ence to his Commandement , 
n'f| that thou wilt neither be idle, 
ref] nor yet labour for thine own 
df profit or pleaſure, nor do 
[t J] thine own wayes, but ſee 
” j| that thou doſt thoſe things 
l,| that he hath appointed thee, 
e| taking hold of Chriſt by 
d if faich; he- accepteth them for 
: | good, throngh Chriſt, who 
£ F| hath fulfilled all for thee : for 


;| | Obedience is better then ſacri= 


| commanded thee to reſt that 
day, and to keep it holy to 
the Lord ; Now he comman- 
deth thee tg leave all earthly 


.| | fice. 

p/ | Then alſo thou muſt reſt 
$ {| the feventh day : for fo for 
{| thine enſample he reſted, and 
} 


bu ſinefle 


I9) 


CE A ATI IR 


196 


The MOTHERS 


| 


—— KW 


butineſs,and atiend upon him, 
and hear what further inftru- 
Gions he hath for thee, how 
to firengthen thy faith, how 
to take hold on Chriſt, and! 
how to come to his King-| 
dome. 

Now thy care muſt be, how 
to learn at his mouth to 
keep his Commandements, 
Now he will ſhew thee the 
figure of that everlaſting reſt, | 
which he will bring thee to, | 
through Chriſt. Now if thou 
beeſt not very ready and dili- 
gent to attend upon him the 
ſeventh day, thou ſheweft that 
all thy labour on the fix'daies 
was for thine o-wn pleaſure: or 
profit more then for thine 
obedience toward the Lord 
thy God : for if thou wouldſt 
have obeyed him in thy labour 


in 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


_ 


Tmour,better then t 
Ithe Lords day ; and they will 
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in the ſix daies, thou woul- 
deft have obeyed him in the 
reſt, the Lords day alſo. This 
ſhall be a witneſſe co thine 
own conſcience, leſt that thou 


be deceived, as many be; who 
think that they Ilaboyr all 


the week to pleaſe God, when 
indeed they labour to pleaſe 
themſelves, becauſethe Com- 
mandement pleaſerly their hu- 

keep holy 


be willing to take one hour 


from the Lord in the morn- 


ing, and another in the after. 
noon, or two, it may be; 
which ſheweth that their 
mindes and affeQions are more 
on the World then on the 


Jtrue ſervice and obedience they 


owe to God. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 41. 

Prodigality ſet out. 
Ome think that the pro- 
digall man takerth too lit- 
tle care for the World : but] 
fay, he's a wicked man, and 
taketh-t6o much care for the 
World, and two little care to 
pleaſe God. He is an idle man, 
and will rg labour fix dayes. 
He i8 a diſobedient man, and 
will not keep holy the Lords 
day. He isa waſifull man, he 
will ſpend waſtfully for the 
vain glory of the World, 
which ſome ſay they care not 
for : he leaveth thoſe things 
which God hath given him 
and his family without care, 


| Yea, he a is covetous man, for 


he will borrow of others and 
ſpend it waſtfully, and never 


pay 


— 
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p3y IC again. He breaketh the 
[|Commandement, which ſaich, 
1[Owe nothing to ary man but this, 
Fithat 30 love one another : for the 
holy Ghoſt faith, The ungodly 
borroweth and payeth not again,but 
the merciful] man is liberall and 


Some will ſay, they would 
pay it they had it: but indeed 
Jithey will not obey God, and 


They are proud, and will 
ſpend ſo far beyond their cal- 
ling, that they have nothing 


of God ; becauſe they ſpend 
either upon the wicked, or in 
excelle, when there is no need, 
{jor upon thoſe that have as 


ſelves. Such a perſon is worſe then 
an Infidel, becauſe be provideth 


not 


live as he hath appointed them. 


tolend to the poor children, 


little or leſſe need then them- 


lendeth. | 
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net for his bouſhold, God doth} j 
not ſay, Becauſe he taketh not 
care for his own houſhold; 
for all his care ſhould be to 
pleaſe God: but he oareth 
not to pleaſe God, neither 
doth he obey God, to labour 
fix daiesz and to fee his 
houſhold labour : for whileft 
he is idle, or uſing ſome vain 
paſtime, out of his Calling, 
his children and ſervants dil- 
obey God,and miſ-ſpend their|[n 
time, and weaken his eſtate,||Þ 
and all through his own|jn: 
careleſnefſe to pleaſe God. Hen 
(heweth himſelf no good|}at 
Chriſtian ; for a good Chriſti- [|ar 
an life, isa carefull life ; not JC 
carefull- of the World, but |[tc 
carefull left the World ſhould [| vi 
hinder him any way from [|yi 
ſerving of God, citherin be-||d 


ing — 
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thiſ ing to negligent in his calling, | 
Otſfand ſo provide not for his 
d;}houſhold, and become worſe 
tolſſthen an Infidel; or leſt he 
th] ſhould be covetous, and be- | 
er|icome the man whom God ab- 
urſſhorreth. And yet there be | | 
Us8/f{ome fo ignorant, that: they | 
eft]] will ſay, The-prodigall man | 
injIbeareth a noble minde, But 
g,\jhe bears a wicked minde, and 
[-|Ithey know not what a noble 
ir|{minde is, that ſay (fo. Oar 
tel Peers and Princes are called 
7n [[noble men, bec.uſe they bear | | 
Jeſſnoble mindes, that is, they | 
dd [fare virtuous, and temperate, 
1-ſJand diſcreet, governing the | 
ot f|Common-wealth according 
ut Ito their Calling, regarding the 
1d ||virtaous & keeping under the 
m [}vicious, holding in the pro- 
digall, who would run away 
14 IK with | 


— 
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| with a whole Kingdome, iſ 


ver be ſatished, becauſe they oY 
do not labour to keep theſ,, 
| Commandements of G O D. 
Some are more afteted with|,, 
this ſin then others, bur all}. 
| that are not affe&ted with 
prodigality,have a diſobedient Pri 
humour, they are undiſcreetſ;,, 
becauſe they cannot ſpend; r 
when they ſhould , and part, 
with diſcretion, when the vh 
time is. They are unthank-þq. 
full , becauſe they doe nothg, 
| heartily thank G O D for biz, , 
bleſſings, but wiſh they wereky,, 
more. Neither will they be, { 

thankfull co the King, nor aþy, 

| worthy noble Prince or Peer ;þ1,.. 
for 


<——_— 
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Ffor it they ſpend a little pro- 
oh digally in their ſervice, they 
he will think they are indebted 
Io them, though all of it were 
Efby the Prince liberally be- 
EJIſtowed on them : but indeed 
befſuch arenot to be about Prin. 


'Ices or Peers, no more then the | 
icovetous. Some wiſe and | 


alflearned men have diſputed, 

tlghether the covetous or the 
NMprodigal bethe worſe member 
eMlin the Common wealth : But 


nl pray God you nor yours | 


arhe none of both: but hear 
thefwhat the holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
18khe covetous is the man whom 
100God abhorreth : the prodigall 
bitks worſe then an Infidel]. And 
erethas I leave them, and pray 
beko God for Chriſt his ſake, 
r ithey and we may leave both 


for K 2 take 


——————. 


| 


1 


| 


er 5thoſe and all our finnes, and | 


— 
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| takehold of Chriſt by faith, 
| and live through him, with 
| God for ever and ever. 


CHAP. 42. 
' Difference between an ali and 
babit of ſinning. 
| Ow you muſt know this, 
that the dear children 
' of God for want of diſcretion, 
do ſometimes an a&, which 
| may be called covetous, and 
| yet Not upon A covetous hu: 
' mour; and an alt that may 
| be called prodigall, and ye 
' not upon a prodigall humour; 
' but for want of diſcretion at 
' any time: For there is none 
' ſo difcreet at all times that i 
| not ſomewhat infeted wit 
either of theſe fins: for we 
' are infe&ed with all fins, anc 
| therefore God, in great mercy 
| ay 


—— — 
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Th [|co man, made the Sibbath or 
ichſ|Lordsday ; (y that it a man | 
did in fix-daycs over {lip him- | 


{elf as indeed we all do, and | 


did not reconcile himſelf tO 
God every night, as we ouzht | 
todo, yetion the Lords day g | 


the Lord calleth him to him, | 


'and ſheweth him his failes, 
| | 
and wiſheth him to be recon- 


ciled to him through Chriſt, 
and breatheth into his "Mn 


{the breath of life agiin, and : 


reneweth in him the Image of 
God again , that was decayed 


by his fin, and fo he goeth 
home a renewed man. And. 
therefore I ſay, and ſay truely, | 


[and all the Writers in the! 


World cannot exprelle, what | 
hure that man, woman, or! 
childe-doth himſelf, thac doth | 
not attend fon the Lord, on | 

K 2 the! 


<-> I Ing 
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, the Lords day: neither can any 
[minor woman do their ſer- 
vants more hurt, then to keep. 
them from the LORDS houſe 
chat day. The LORD hath 
charged thee that thou '( if 
thou hat any under thee ) ſhalt 
ſee them come, and come thy 4 
ſelf, as thou wilt anſwer it: 
for the LORD himſelf is now | 
there prepared to reach thee 
| and thine: and therefore go 
to him, and goe prepared: | 
Cleanſe thy heart of all earthly 
things; and know that he is 
| thereto ſce thine heart, and; 
all thine affeftions and beha- 
viour. Some will ſay, I would 
go to the Church, bur there 
will be Jittle, Buc I ſay unto} 
thee; I fear that thou wilt 
not learn thar little, If God 
for thy ditobedience, will 
| ſpeak 


— —__ i ——_— 


= . 
ad 


' 
| | 
; 


{would ſtay from the preſence 


[|upon thee and them, and the 


[ 
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(peak but a lictle to thee that | 
(day, yer thou hit a greac deal | 
:0 fay to him, contelſe thy 
han, ſhew thine obedience , 
be an example to them that 


of GOD, pray for his grace 


whole Church , and appeal 


in bis Name, be will be ith them, 
Pray that God may ſend his! 
Word plentitully for Chriſts 
ſake, although our finnes 


deſerve to have it taken away 
altogether : ſeek to do ſome 
good to the poor, although 
there be but a poor company 
of you gathered together. 
Move the people? to provide] 
themſelves a Preacher, tel] 
them of their wants, fpeake 


| 


K 4 to 


A. 


"I 


tothe promiſe ot God, When Mar, 
two or three be patherel together 18. 20, 
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to the Magiſtrate : mourn to 

ſee'the Alchouſes fall, aud the 

Church of God empty. | 
| 
| 


CHAP. 43. 

The ſervice of the Lords day ought 
to be publick. 

Ome will goe to the 

Church of GOD in the ! 


Htorenoon,and in the afternoon | 
[they will ferve God at home; | 


but thou canſt not do God o | 
preat ſervice ar home: ſerve 
him fix days at home, and the 
ſeventh go to the Church of | 
the Lord, if God be truely 
worſhipped there, -as I pray | 
God he ever may be in our 
Churches tothe Worlds end ; 
and I pray God you may tbe 
true worſhippers of Gcd. And| 
alwayes in the Church of God, 


ne forenoon and aftern >0n, | 
let 


(| 


| 
| 


thee. Bur of this 1 warne you, | 


Me ———— 


B1izss1ns; 


——— 
—_—_ ﬀ ——_—_—_ —— 


let there be. one the more tor 


tor the love I bear to your 


ſouls and bodiez : if you canr- | 
not get the people to provide | 


a Preacher, which may dif- 
penſe the Word truly- and 
fincerely, remove you where 


you may have, and hear the, 


word ſo preached: for, Where 


the Word of the Lord is not truely 


preached, the people periſh for want . 
Buc it you can | 
where you ' 
dwell, and do good both to ' 


of kn1wledge. 
get 


2 Preacher 


your ſelves and others, | 
| think it' better ſo: for, The 


| harveſt is great , but the labourers 

| are few, therefore pray the Lord 
\ of the barveſi to ſend forty !a 
\ bourers into þis baru ſt: 


\not.few., bur. very few : for 
| K 5 


For þ 
[rhe trac labourers indeed, arc 


| 
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as the holy Ghoſt ſaith, Al; 
ſeek their own, and not that which | 
is Jejws Chrifts, All, is taken | 
here, as$ it is in many other' 
places, for the moſt part ; for 
the moſt ſeek their own : nay 
it would ſeem well, if ſome 
would be contented with. 
their own, but they ſeek more 
then their own; if they ex- 
2mine themſelves well , they 
(hall finde it (0; whereas the 
true Preachers of Gods Word 
will be contented with lefſe 
then theirown , ſo they may 
wtn fouls unto Chriſt, they 
care nut. They count all the 
World Cung; as indeed it 1s, 
fo they may be Chriſts, and 
draw many to him. I hope 
in God, that through his 
grace ſome of you will be 
Preachers. I pray God, for 
—_ Chrift 


i... Amt 


| Blrzss 1nsc. 


| Chriſts ſake, to enlighten you | 
| with his Spirit, and give you 

grace that you may be truly 
godly, and very zealous for 
the glory of God, labouring 
by all means poſſible co in- 
creaſe the glorious Kingdome 
of Chrift. And of this be (ure, 
if you will loſe nothing of 
your own, you will never 
win many to Chriſt: and 
marke how the holy Ghoſt 
ſaith, They (eek their own. He | 
doth not ſay, They ſeek more | 
| then their own : bat, they ſeek | 
| their own. As if he ſhould (ay,as 
| indeed he meanerh, They bufie 
themſelves about ſeeking their 
own, but in_ the mean time 
they negleQ the great worke, 
and the great bufineſfe that 1 
had ſet them abour, to gather 


together the ſouls that Jeſus 
| Chriſt 


_ 
4 
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' 19. 9, 


| 
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Chriſt the. Son of (God (bed 
his heart bloud for : and con- | 
trary. to all reaſon, they | 
look for their wages before | 
they have done. their worke. | 

Saint. Paul which was called | 
to be a Preacher of the Word 
of God, faith, IVeoebe to mz, if 
I preach n: t the Goſpel. Buc he 
doth not ſay, Woe be to me: 
it I ſeek not gocas. He faith, | 

Nec-ſtty is laid upon me, 10 preach | 
the Goſpe!. . But he doth not 
ſay, Neceſſity is Jaid upon me! 
tO ger goods, Yet lome off 
them will ſay, they muſt not. 
loſe their goudes and righe, 
Father, they, muſt go to, Law 
for them; but contrary to 
the Law of God, they negle&t 


| 


tbeir duty in his Church, they 


' do not ſtudy how to divide 
| the Word of. God. arighe., 
and : 


—— 
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and to giveto every one that 
which is fic for. him. What 
doth the holy Ghoſt call 
negligent Preachers, but dumbe 
dogyes, that will not barke? 
| The dogge will barke and 
give warning to the whole | 
houſhold within, if any dan- | 
ger be. near: but thoſe that 
(hould deliver my meffage un. 
to my people, they bulie them- 
ſelvesabout their own aff.ivg, 
they ſlumber and delight in 
{leeping;they will not-call out 
|to the people, and give them 
| warning of the danger that is 
neer them : I.pray.te]] me.,or 
let any man tell me, if he be 
ja good ſervant, which will 
go about his own bulinelle , 
and negle& his. Maſters, or 
no.? no. man. will, accout of 
ſuch a, ſervant, but will caſt 
\ him 
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him oft for naught: even fo 
| God will caft them off for 
naught that ſeek their own, 
or negle& the diligent ſeek- 
ing of that which is Jcſus 
Chriſts. 

| CHAP. 44- 
T he honourable caling of Miniſters 

ſtained by werldlineſſe. 


I 


Muſt needs ſay, 1 have been 
very defirous, and have 
often begged of God, that | 
ſome of you might be Prea- 
| chers ; ; yea,andall of vou and 
| yours, if it might pleaſe his 
divine Majeſty to beſtow ſuch 
graces upon you, as were 
meet for ſo high a Calling. | 
| But God knowes, 1 never 
defired ic, becauſe you ſhould |: 
| Eet any thing in the DV 
ut 
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ſo[] but becauſe you ſhould ger 
for|]} [ſervants to God, and ſouls to 
n, Chriſt, and becauſe you might 
k-|f |be ſo enlightened with the 
us|} | Word,through the holy Ghoſt 
working within you,that you 
might make no account of 
the World, as indeed it is no- | 
re || [thing, nay, it is worſe then 
nothing : for nothing doth no | 
hurt , and the World dorh 
n much hurt. I pray not for the | Joh.17. 
'e World (C faith Chriſt) but for | 9: 
[4 thoſe thou baſt given me out of 
the Wirld : Tboſethat thongh | 
1] | |their bodies be in the World, 
; | yet. their hearts, their minds, 
{and their affe&ions are as high 
| |as heaven. If you be riſen with | Col. Is 
CHRIST, ſeek thoſe things | 2. | 
which are above, where CHRIST 
| fitteth at the ripht haxd of GOD : 
u not your affeGions on things 
| which 


— 
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| 
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{ 


which are on the earth, but on things 


which are in heaven. 

Pray God for Chriſt hiz 
ſake, you-may be of thoſe, 
which Chrift prayed for, 
thoſe which have their minds 
and hearts. buſied about hea- 
venly things, and never taking 
care for the things of the 
World: Woe is me with 


| fear, left any of you or yours 


ſhould love this World-: but 
if it pleaſe God «that any of 
you hereafter ſhould be a 
Preacher, and love the World, 
I cannot expreſſe. the priet 
It would be to me, even ſo 


long as I were in the World. 
It any of you ſhould aske me, 


if it were not as evill in ano- 
ther man, as in a Preacher ? 
I anſwer, No; for it isa very 
dangerous and \indeed !a..dam- 


—— 


nable 


k.—_ 


| then togoto Law,to the hure 
| | of thy brother whom Chriſt 
 died-for: It is a wicked (in 
in any man, to ſet a rent or 
| price of any of the lawſull 
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| nable eſtate to love the world. 
 Iknow what | ſay: I donot! 
ſay, ta be covetous or to de- 
| fire to be rich, whereby one 
| is moved to uſe unlawfull | 
| meanes to get goods : but I | 
' ſay to love Jawſull goods 
| which God hath piven thee, 
'and to negle& the ſervice of 
| God about them : if it be but 
in thinking of them ; andto | 


to loſe thy Ilawfull goods, 


goods or Jands, more then | 
thou in ſuch a caſe, wouldeſt | 


| be willing to give, it is a | 
| wicked: finne, | To let or fell | 


| anything to any man, for 


| be at any time more Ioath | 


ſinifter | 


— 
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| hinttter rcelpets, that thou doſt 
' notthinkerto be the crue and 
| faichfull ſervant of God, if 
| thou mayeſt let it well to | 
thoſe that are, is a fin. But to | 
let a farm to any that thou || 
doſt not thinketo be the true | 
{ervant of God, but becaule 
he is richer, or is better able 
| to pay thee, or will give thee 
more for it, isa great finne:; 
For the earth #s the Lords, and 
a! that is therein : and he hath 
{er thee az a Steward over ſome 
parts of it, and thou art by 
bis appointment to let ic to | 
his children and ſervants that | 
love him; and becauſe many | 
| things have magy prices, he | 
bids thee deal in all his bu- | 
finefſes, as thou wouldeſt be 
| dealc withall in ſuch a caſe ; 
| He bids thee Deal liberally with 
thy 


Om ——_—_—_—_—_— 
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oft || thy brother, that bis ſoul may bleſſ:. 
nd thee: yet thou wilc neglect | 
ut thy Brother, whom thou ſeeſt 
careful to ſerve God in Chriſt, | 
© ||| and let it to one that hath 
ou ||| little or no religion in him, 
ue |}| becauſe thou ſeeſt that he can 
Ile [| deal more warily in the 
le ||| World, or more eaſily, as the 
ee ||| World cals it, though indeed 
*7 ||| it be more wickedly before 
id ||| God': yet becauſe thou ſeeſt | 
h ||] he is more able to pay thee 
thy rent, thou wilt let it to 
Y [|| him, who is indeed Gods 
0 enemy, aud for whom God 
IC [|| never made it: for God made 
Y ||| theſe things for his Children 
Ic | | and his fervants; and he doth 
- || | never love God ag his Father, 
as | nor obey him as a ſervant ; 
3 | | neicher will he more become | 
obedient to God, and fſer- 
Yy viceable | 


IEEE 
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viceable to his Church, it 
thou let him a good. penny» 
worth; whereas it he thrive 
not of it, he: will raile on 
thee, and 01+ thy Religion, 
which is indeed againſt God; 
| for he knoweth not that it, 
is God. that giveth power to / 
the goods, and that it is God 
again that keepeth men (hore : 
alchough ſometimes. with his 
mouth he ſpeaks it, yet the 
true knowledge of it dwel- 
| lech not in his heart, and if 
he grow rich. upon it, he will 
| not be liberall- to-the poor 
| children of God, conlidering_ 
| their wants as s/f they were 
' his own: for he hath nona- 
curall affc ion towards them, 


—— T 


— 


————— 
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becauſe they are not. his. bre- 

| thren, Loe, here .thou. ſeeft |. 
| what to. do with thine own, | 
or 
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n or as ſome ſay Gods, and| 
©] jchine own, orasthe truth is, | 


'© || (Gods, and -not thine own; 

n'] [and therefore thou mayeſt of-| 

'5 || [ſend God in it; for thou art| i 10 
a1 but a Tenant at the will of I 
'T'f jthe Lord, and art to depart \ | 
©] [atan inftant; yet thou haſt i 
dl ja great title under God for | 
* [| ]therime;zand thy tixle is good, | 

#* |] [and lawſully thou mayeft en- | 

© |} [joy them; yet the love that 

2 thou” beareſt unto them is 

fl [utterly unlawfull, for it is 

| |the love that thou beareſt to | 

"|| |theſe worldly goods that | 

> || | maketh 'thee to let them to 

C || [ſuch a Tenant, as will nei- 

" || [cher ſerve God, nor do good 

» | [to thepoor (ſervants of God. 

s The man to whom thou let- 

| | \reftir may be a civill honeft | 

| | ]manin the World ; for _— | 

S the 
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| che Heathen, yea among the 
| Jewes that would kill Chrift 
again, it they had him, and 
hate the Children of God, 
| there are ſuch inthe World 
as will deal civilly, and pay 
at their day, perhaps better 
then ſome Chriſtians. But it 
thou beeſt the jtrue child of 
God, thou,muſt have a dif: 
cerning eye of faith, which 
every one hath not, and know 
the child of God, from an 
evill man: neither mayeſt thou 
judge the other for all that, 
but pray for him; and hope 
that, though he be not the 
true ſervant of God now, yet 
in good time, by Gods grace 
he may be. Thou mayft not 
impart the benefits of God, 
a® neer as thou canſt, bat to 
thoſe whom thou knoweſt to 
be | 


TX 
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be the Lords true ſervants, 
and thou muſt do it for the 
love thou beareft to God. 
Why ſhouldeft thou not love 
Gods Children much more 
then any goods thou haft ? 
There is great reaſon to do it, 
ableto perſwade any man, it 
his heart be not of ſtone. For 
God made us more excellent 
creatures according to his 
own Image. Satan came by 
ſtealth and ſubtilty, and 
through envy ftole away that 
excellent Image from us, and 
made us more ugly perſons, 
deformed Devils, ſo that we 
were aſhamed of our ſel ves,ran 


| 


away and hid our ſelves, and 
we were good for nothing , 
but evill for all things, fit for 
nothing but fire-brands of 
hell, into the which we are 

ready 


| 
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ſuffered..che Devill to deceive 


come and make thee like aGod 


ready every hour to fall, and 
God hath ſaid, that if we 


us, hell fhould be our porti- 
on, the Devill ſtood gaping 
to receiveusz wert thou not 
in a miſerable caſe? I tell 
thee we wereall in this miſe- 
rable caſe. And I tell thee true, 
I am ſorry at the heart when 
I ſee any that doth not conſli- 
der the caſe wherein he was, 
and I am afraid, leſt any of 


you ſhould forget the eftate| | 


wherein you were, and ſo be- 
come unthankfull, and fall in- 
to It again. Oh the danger is 
great ! But tell me, wouldeft 
thou love him that would 


again, and waſh away all thy 
filthy poy ſon,and deliver thee 
from the {lavery of the Devil, 


and! 


—c 


'make ſo much queſtion whe- 
her thou ſhouldeſt love him 


— 
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and from the fire of hell, 
and ſet thee in Paradileagain | 


i 
[ 


yea, In ſuch a Paradiſe as the 

Devil can never have power | 
to deceive thee ? And for thy | 
better alſurance, bids thee hold 

then by him, and thou ſhale 
never need to fear? If thou 
wouldeſt not love him and all 
his, thou were greatly to 
blame. But I know now in| 
thy diſtreſſe thou doſt not 


—_— —— —— @——— 


or no; for thou thinkeft ir 
unpoſſiible, but that thou 
houldeſt love him and all his, 
2nd do whatſoever he would 
bid thee. It thou wert once 
in Gods favour again, thou 
wouldeſt not diſobey him for 
all the Devils and Worlds 
that ever were. But oh the 

F milſe- 


——— 
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| 


thine enemy, the World can 


| thee cican; forall thy blond 
, Within thy veins 1s corrupt- | 
ed, thy heart-bloud is become 


miſery! here is the thing : 
how 1s It poſſible that thou 
ſhou'deſt be helped? God is 
thine enzmy, the Devill is 


do thee no good, nor make 


moſt filthy poyſon, and thou 


art become moſt ugly, defor-| | 
med l:kethe Devill, and thouþ 


art a (hame to thy felt, al-F! 
though no body fee thee but}; 
thy ſelf, and hell-fire is ſoff & 


' 


bigge. that all the water inf , 


the World cannot quench it 
Thuxz beginning to deſpair; 
thy torments beginne to 1n- 


creaſe, when thou couldeſt ſee 
, no Way to eſcape it : but oh; 
| the loveof God, the wonder- >, 
full love of God towards theey, | 


never 


cl 
hi 
W, 
in 


, 
| 
, 


I. 


1% | 
Ju 
al- 
ut 
{of 
ink 
1t 
Ti. 
10- 
ſee 
oh 
ler- 
ce 
-yer 


. 


filthy creature man; his only 
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. never to becxpret]id, not tur ; 
any eoodnelle that is 1n thee, | 
tor beho!d here what a filthy | 
'crcature thou art; Eut for 

'the everlaſting goodnefle that 

was 1n himſelfe, his grcat 

and wonderfull wiſdome, he | 
(found a way, even for his own | 
ſake: or elſe Man and his 
poſterity bad been burning in | 


i 
f 


' Hell- fire for ever and cyer. 
| How did he find a way ? he | 


[ 


{ent his own Son to wath this | 


— EE OCT - ——_— 4 


| 


Son, I fay, the Son of God, | | 
And how did he waſh him? | | 
} 
' 
j 
' 


No water cuuld make him | 
clean : he waſhed him with 
his own bloud, and he {wear | 
water and bloud, with waſh: 
ing of him ; yea, he thed his 
heart bloud, and gave Ic man 
to drink, that it might en- 
4 ter 


toda 
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(er int: his heart, ard fo run || 


through all his veins, and fo 
Cioantes him indzed. _ fie) W; 
n'4#s cor: upted. The Sin of Ged 


race bs Day, end end his 
F/. ff to eat, that it inivh: renew | 
cir teh, and that their le-| 
protemight be healed. And, 


ihe Son of God did this in- 


geed ; he bake his Bady, and 


CAYCITUR fo terd on: helthed 


bis Bioud, and pave tit us £0 
drink, or elf: we could ne- 
ver have been cleanſed, But 
woi:eme, God would not ac- 
c:pt him, he faid that man 
for his difobedience to him, 


an. odeying the Devil, muſt 


py tO hell, and burn hire. 
Oh the mercies of the Syn of 
God, how is it poſlible they 
hould be ſhadowed out ! forf 
no bedy can expreſlc the depth 


| ct 


> —— c____ 


| 
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of it, | that he would endure 


the pains of Hell for us: he 


beinz man endured ther, | 


and being God overcame then: 
'he ſtopped the mouth of the 
'Devil, ſhut the gates of hel], 
cook man by the hand, he 
having waſhed him, and en- 
dured the pains of Hell for 


hand, I ſay, and leads him to 


able to be er out by man ! 
[Man throuzh his fall wrought 


' his utter ruine alone by him- | 
\ (ef : Chriſt the Son of God, | 
\ fark wrought his recovery 


' alone by himſelf, without the 


| help of any, and ſer man in a' 


| far better eftate then he was 
| before: for now he hath gi- 


Lf ven | 


———————_— 


higz: be takes him by the: 


(his Father, he accepts him in | 
Chriſt. Oh the mercics of 
God in Chrift, that are never | 


Jch 1x, 
25. 
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CS YO JC 034 tic hand ut fa th © | 
ho'd on hin, that he may 
never fali; belore man wes 
'alvne, bur now he is joyned : 
{aſt unto Chrift by faith. Now * 
what haih wen to do? To! 
follow Chr f,cand take hold ; 
of him by taith, Not that man | 
deferreth heaven Dy following | 
 Chriff,nn not by iis faith; buc 
be raketh hold on him, wh! ich | 
hath Jeferved heaven for him, | 
/arid Dcings kim hither, and 
ferter th him in a glotlous place, | 
«by GJ bis Father, and God | 
| GC« 'epreti bim in Chriſt, and 
teketh him at his hands. No | 
man cometh to the Father, but by | 
me (ſich Chriſt. ) Now] 
- Ircft not thou in con: | 
unce tolave, obey, and fol- | 
ow his counfe!], chat hath | 
done this for thie? And to 


love all his children and ſer- | 
Vants 


—, 


_— 


— ene -——— — — 
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vants, bet:er then the children | 
and ſervants of thine utter 
enemy, the Devil, who was | 
'not only enemy to thee, then, 

when he firſt corrupted oy 
|and thy ſeed, but he is utter 
|<nemy, to thee ſtiil, and not 
'only an utter enemy to thce, 
but alſo to Chriſt thy Saviour, 
land will by all means hin- 
der him, and impoveriſh his 
Kingdome, and it he czn po{- | 
| bly, he will bring thee from 
; Chriſt co hel again ? ? And wilt 
| thou enrich © liis Kingd<sme 
for a little goods, ( which 
Chriſt never bad thee get ) 
whois an utter en:my to thy 
| Szviour, and ſccketh by all] 
| | Means to impoverilh his King- 
dome, to ſpeak agilnit his | 
| Word, to ſcoffe at them that | 
tollow him; yea,otten ſtopperli | 
| LM. ther! 
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Their mouuthes that would. 
gladly ſyeak on Chriſts fide, 
ſaying, It thou art alto- | | 
Toh,19, gether on Chriſts fide, thou ! | 


f [10, art not Ceſfars friend, and | 
'wilt not incich his King- | ' 


'dome. | 
| Thou knoweft when thou | | 
inricheſt Satans Kingdowe, 
thou weakneft the Kingdome 
of Chriſt, in that thou weak- 
neſt thy faith for thou canſi 
not in faith part with any of 
| thy goods to one whom thou 
doſtnot think the ſervant of 
Rom: | God in Chriſt, and, Whatſfeever 
I4.2, | i nd of faith is ſinne. And I 
$-ran this unto thee thus : 
When thou loſeſt the favour 
of God, and becommeſt a 
bond-flive of the Devil, thou 
loſeft all che bleſſings, which 


God in mercy hath made for 
thee, | 


mm. 


Am, + 


_— 
LE — 


; —— 
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But they did not then fall to | 
|the D.vill, but did fall to | 
| the Lord, whole they were, | 
tor they were not thine be- | 
fore, but the Lords: And 
thereijore thou could: not 
| loſe nor torf.it them to the. 
| | | Devill z, yet thcu haſt loſt 
them from thy ſelfe, and. 
| | they fell to the Lord, who 
| lent thee them ſo long as thou | 
| didſt ſerve him : but the De- | 
| vill finding thee poſſet of 
| them, claimeth them now ; not : 
| that he hath any rightto them, | 
but like an uſurping Tyrant ; | 
and ic was thy fault in yeeld- | 
, ur thy obedience to him, 
» \which maketh him to claim | 
|thee as his bond-{lave, and all. 
| thy goods to be at his com | 
\mandement, but thou haft 
L 5 no 


Bur and beftowed on thee. 


= ——— — — 


The MotHzRs 


nothing to loſe bur thy ſelf, 


' and that thou lofeſt; but 


Chriſt redcemed thee; Take 


gotten once poſſkſſhon of a 


| Kingdome, will ever after 
' lay claim to it, and will uſe 


' all the means he can to get; 


| 


' 
| 
| 


it again : and the firſt poſſeſ- 
lon is not only a great light 
to matte him ws. ic the eaſier 3 5 
but alſo he makath him, it 
he get it again, to kecp it more 
| ſtrongly, and fortifie ic with 


a mighty power, and keep] 


watch and ward in it, that he 
will never loſe it again : So. 


will the Devill; and therefore 
take heed thou deal not. 
with any of the ſervants of 
| the Dzvill, nor by no means! 


enrich. his Kingdome. F 


| 
a 


— —————— 


—_——.. 
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| need therefore; for as an uſur- | | 
' ping Tyrant, who having | ' 


— — 


—. 
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'a noble and worchy m inded | 
| man, who hath great polſ:[. 
fone, paſſe by ſome puddle, 
| where he (ſhould ſee an Harlot 
caſt ng away her own Son, if 


cher, and find, that cuntrary | 


it tO utter ruin and deſtrui- 
on; if this noble minded 
Gentleman ſhould take up the 
child, and cauſe it to be 
waſhed, and cloathed, and fed, 
and cauſe it to be infirutted, 
| and taught thoſe things 
| which it were fit ie ſhould 
Fong and when he came to 
be a man, he ſhould fay, 1 
| found thee thus and thus, and. 
ang no body had" care of 
| thee, I took thee up, and ever 
| fince maintained' thee in good 

eſtate : 


he (ſhould enquire for the Fa- | 


to nature, he were run away | 
from his own Child, leaving 


| 


| 
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eftate : and now 1 would have | 
thee acquainted with my at- | 
fairs and buſineſſe; forI mean 
to truſt thee with thoſe things | 
that I have: for ſo it is, my ; 
King calleth for me, and the ; 
affairs of my Countrey re- | 
quire that I ſhould neglett | 
mine own buſineſſe, and at- | 
tend upon them; wherefore | 
Ileave my Lands, Lordſhips, 
and Tenements with you in 
truſt, till 1 come again : let 
them to my friends; and let! 

them penny-worths, that they | 
may well live upon chem : let 
your own' friends ſome .part 
of them: deal ſo in it, asat 
my coming home I may find 
\ you faithfull. Now it this 
ſervang ſhould negle& his 
| charge, negle>+ his owne 
| friends, and his Maſter, and 
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goe for a little more rent, 
which his Maſter c:red not a 
whic for, and let his Lands 
and Tenements to his utter e- 
nemics , who growing rich 
wich the Lands and goods of 
this noble Lord, would be 
ready to bid him batteil at his 
return home, and to ftrike at 
him with his own Sword; 
judge you, would not this 
Lord think he had dealt very 
evil with him? Nay, would 
not every honeſt man that 
ſhould but hear of it, think 
and fay that he had dealt moſt 
vildly with fo good a Lord 
and Mafter, and that he were 
never meet to come into the 
company of an honeft man a- 
gain ? Thus hath Chriſtdealt 
with us; when our wicked 
father, and ungodly mother, 
\ Adam 


——————_ ——_—_ 
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Adam ana Evecalt us into the | 
puddle oft fin; and ran away 
' and Jeft us there, where we 
(hould never have been able to 
 havegotten out; Jeſus Chriſt 
' the only Son of the high and 
; mighty God, our merciful] 
| *Lord and Saviour,came by,and 
| Walbed us, and brought us up 
| at his own coft and charges, 
| and we have nothing but from 
| him, he taught us hin:(e}f, In 
| all good decrine: and being 
| gone to overcome the enemy 
| of the King and Countrey, he 
' hath left his goods with thee, 
| bids thee to deal well with his | | 
| ſervants, and let them good 
| penny-worths, and deal not 
with his enemies, neither make | | 
any marriage with them; yet 
6. 14.. | thou for a little money wilt] | 
buy and ſel], marrie and give | 
IN | 


— — 


— 
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in marriage with them : yea, 
and thinkeſt becauſe thou fn- 
deſt them more rich in the 
World, they are better for thee 
co dezl withall, and yet they 
are the utter enemies of thy 
Lord, and will be ready at his 
coming to bid him battell, and 
trike at him with his own 
Sword. 


CHAP. 4«. 

The right uſe «f goods. 

'Ere thou teeſt, what cauſe 
| thou hiſt to love Chriſt 
| and his ſervants:and how thou 
| oughteſt not to love thine 
own, but ro uſe it as the Lord 
hath appointed thee, whoſe 
indeed it is. If thcu dealeft 
not with thy I-o9rds goods 
and Lands as he hath appoint- 
ed thee, artthou not ina great 
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| t-uit? ſurely thou haſt no | | 
thing to lay for thy ſelf; (ave 
to appeal to his mercy, contcſs 
thy 1ins, and amend thy Ile. 
| But it a Preacher, whom God 
bath enlightned to ſee what he | 
| was out of Chrift, and what | 
 heis in Chriſt, and hath will- | 
ed him to tell the people from | 
Tit.z,1, | his mouth, how he and they | 
ſhould now behave themſelves 
inwardly in their hearts, and | 
outwardly in their goods and| } 
1 | ſubſtance; ifhe, IT ſay, whom 
[| Mar. 5. | God hath ſet upon a hill, to 
f | 14+ | give light to many : if he,I ſay, 
| whom God hath given much] | | 
| unto; and of whom much ſhall | 
be required : If he, ſay, whom 
Luk, | the Sun of underſtanding | 
12, 43, | ſhoul4 ariſe upon : nay, if he, 

: I ſa, in whole heart the glo- | 

| r19us Son of God ſhould ſhine, | | | 


will f 


j 


IT; 
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will darken his glory with the 
thicx clouds, or rather thick | 
, miſts of this earthen world, ' 
| his (1nne 1s great : but what did | 
| I fay, darken their lighc ? n2y, | 
| they darken-the light of the | 
; Goſpel, that all ſhould ſee and ; 
| go by : nay, they darken the 
| glorious light of the Son of 
| God, and ecliple his glory ; 
| Whereas they ſhould draw many | ;, Tim, 
' unto Chriſt by their liberality | 4. 16, 
| | and true preaching, they drive 
| many from Chriſt, by love of | 
| their own (as they ſay) and : | | 
' by their idlenefſe and negli- | | 
| gence in preaching (as I ſay) | | 
and I fay, this love of their | | 
' own, as they call ir, is a | 
thouſand times worſe in them, | 
and doth a multitude more of | | 


Es 


i | hurt, then in other ordinary | 
| men who love the World as | 
well | 
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| Well a> they, but there atenut 


fo wany that look on than, 
and God hath not ſect them tor 
a light, as he hath done the 
Preachers. And the reaſon why 
Lie P,eachers are many times 


Overcome, is this, b cauſe the | 


enemy duth vend all his forccs ' 


 2painit them, not unlike the | 
, enemy ot the Iiraclites, who | 


d ſa'g, Fiht neither agann 19Ye or | 


Iſle, but ap 1irft the King of Tirael. | 


_ — ——— — —_— —  ——— — _ 


-a 
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O our «nemy the Devil, he | 
hehtah ncither againſt more. 
0. leffe, bug againſt the Cap- 
tains of the Church; namely; 
the Preachers;for he knoweth, 
that it they be once overcome, 
then the whole Army will 
ſoon be confounded and 
bruupht to nought. Be you all 
upholders of them, which by 
nu means can be done, bur by 

Praver : 


\ ſhould pray for ail, fo all 
 ſh:uld end up their prayers to 
' Almighty God din thename of 


—  — 


that they ray be holy in body 


ample of our Szviour Chriſt, 
. Wito ſaid to Peter 113 Apoſtte, 
| whom he had appointed to be 


, meſſenger of Satan w.is jent to. ft 


 — _ - — — - A, 
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Prayer : tor as our Preathere 


his S 11,00 ſend bis hoty SplIric 
Into the hea:tt of his preachers, 
co fanctice them throughout, 


and mind, to!l»wing the ex- 


—_ 


Chiek Preacher to the Church 


| of the Texws, Petr. Petcr, Satan 


hath defire.l to winnow thee lhe | 
1h 4. but Thave prayed tet thy ' 
th fail nit. Again St. Paul 
appointed by the Son of God , 
t> be chiet Preacher to the | 
Church of the G-ntiles, wit» 


nefizth of himit) ſaying, T he | 


me, but 1 be (ought the Lord Teſws 
tht 


© ———— —_—_— 
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. ta: he might depart from me. Now 
' in theſe two great combat! 


made between the Devil and 
the dear Children of God, ye 


fee that prayer is the Weapon | 
whereby the Temprer is over- | 


come. Wherefore I earneſtly 


intreat you let your prayers | 


| alwayes be ſent up to God, | 
; through Chriſt, for the Preach- 
ers, and all ſuch as are in 
high places, that ſo they con» 
tinuing firm and ftedfaſt, your 


faich may by them be more ' 


conhrmesd. 


— —— 


And the dli:iſhng of Goa Al. 


' migaty,the Father, the Sonne, 
and the holy Ghoſt, be with 


you all, from this time, even 
unto the end of the World. 
Anicn, 
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